Live Band 

SMOKING 

ACES 

This Saturday 9pm 

MONDAY CLUB 

£1.95 a pint all 
day/evening (t&c apply) 

FREE POOL NIGHT 

every Mon & Tues 

NEW FOOD MENU 

Restaurant open 
7 days excl. Mon eves. 

The Glenbrook Inn 

Free House & Restaurant 
Dobbins Road, Barry 
Tel: 01446 747808 


www.glenbrookinn.com 
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Established 1983 


Professional Home Pet Care 

Grooming Salon 
& Pet Services 

■ Home Boarding 

■ House Sitting 

■ Home Visiting 

■ Dog Walking 

■ Dog Grooming 

120 Park Crescent 
Barry CF62 6HE 

Tel: 01446 744633 

www.care-4-pets.co.uk 


Weekly audited distribution (52 weeks) to 31/12/11 - 42,235 
(GEM Series). Audited by David Finder & Co Ltd. Chartered Accountants. 
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Family and friends 
remember Stacey in 
charity fundraiser 



* Stacey with her mum, Karin. 
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A CHARITY barbecue will 
take place at the Windsor 
Hotel on Saturday, July 14, 
in memory of a young 
Barry woman, Stacey 
Armstrong. 

Stacey, who was once a pupil at 
Bro Morgannwg, died of a brain 
tumour aged just 20, two years 
ago. 

Her mother, Karin, told The 
GEM she hoped the event at The 
Windsor Hotel would raise money 
for a very special organisation. 

“The Teenage Cancer Trust is 
amazing, and during Stacey’s ill¬ 
ness, helped us at the University 
Hospital of Wales. 

“They have a free canteen for 
families where people can go and 


by TIM CHAPMAN 


have a coffee and talk. 

“Everybody is welcome to sup¬ 
port this cause - we’d love any of 
Stacey’s friends to come along 
too.” 

The Teenage Cancer Trust is 
developing ‘family support net¬ 
works’ across the country with the 
aim of providing support in an 
informal setting to young people 
and their families, siblings and 
partners during and after a young 
person’s cancer treatment. 

A spokesman explained: “The 
networks focus on the needs of the 
whole family - if loved ones are 
supported, the young person in 
turn will be supported. 


‘Staff running the services have 
specialist knowledge and skills. 
They understand the psycho¬ 
social needs of teenagers, young 
adults and their families who have 
experienced cancer.” 

Karin said: “There will be live 
music from 3pm onwards with 
Rob Barbour, Dave Bartlett and 
friends. Also, Rockhouse will per¬ 
form from 7pm until late. 

“There will also be raffles and 
auctions throughout the evening, 
including a signed rugby shirt 
from this year’s Grand Slam team. 

“All the money will go to The 
Teenage Cancer Trust. All age 
groups are welcome.” 

For more information on the 
trust’s services, go to 
www.teenagecancertrust.org/ 



Welsh rugby star Jamie Roberts, pictured 
at Barry Comprehensive awards evening. 
(See report and more pictures on page 36). 


‘Suspicious’ 
incident 
sparks plea 
by police 


BARRY police are 
appealing for infor¬ 
mation, following 
what they describe 
as “a suspicious 
incident” that took 



Cash paid for 
mobile phones, 
iPads & iPods - 
working or not 

Large selection 
of accessories 


• All Phone Repairs * 
Also Repairs to Laptops, 
Playstations and XBox 

• iPods bought for cash 
• Screen Repairs 
and Replacement 


TEL; 01446 421666 • THOMPSON STREET, BARRY 
OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY SAM - 5PM 


place on Milton 
Road in the town 
on Wednesday, 
June 20. 

Police say the inci¬ 
dent occurred at about 
6pm, when a man 
allegedly followed and 
approached a young 
girl on the street. The 
girl was not harmed in 
the incident. 

The man is 
described as white 
with brown/grey hair, 
approximately five feet 
11 inches tall, with 
brown eyes and a 
moustache. 

He was wearing a 
red t-shirt and blue 
jeans that were ripped 
at both knees, and had 
a gold, hooped earring 
in one ear. 

He also had a dis¬ 
tinctive tattoo of a 
skull on his left, upper 
forearm. 

Detective Constable 
Tony Davies said: 
“Incidents of this 
nature are unusual 
and officers are trying 
to establish what hap¬ 
pened on this occa¬ 
sion.” 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 5) 


Happy 

101st 

birthday, 

Alfred! 





Longstanding GEM contributor, Alfred 
Mills, of Barry, celebrated his 101st 
birthday on Tuesday (June 26). 

Everyone at The GEM joins Alfred’s 
family and numerous friends in wish- 
him many happy returns of the dav! 


Jamie’s 

Furniture Store 

-'-.i 



Beds from £65 



Suites (3+2) from only £399 



Dining table & 4 chairs only £79 


Clearance Sale now on 

on a large selection of ex display fumiture 

g £50 off 

any bed over £299 

(FOR 1 WEEK ONLY) 

(Only with this voucher) 

Thompson Street, BARRY 

(Above SRG Carpets) 

Tel 01446 679256 

www.jamiesfurniture.com 
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POLL RESULTS 
AND ROYALTY 


refer- 
to 

Langmaid’s reac¬ 
tion to my view on 
flags for the Jubilee 
(GEM letters, June 
21) his assertion 
that my views are 
in a minority are 
incorrect. 

Poll results depend on 
geography, age groups, 
financial situations, the 
media they are published 
in, and the occasion. 

Results from the 
Valleys would be very 
different to southern 
England, for instance, 
and again markedly dif¬ 
ferent when there is no 



Jubilee fanfare taking 
place. Overall, at least 
half the population 
agrees it is improper that 
the office of head of 
state rests by accident of 
birth, with a single privi¬ 
leged family - which 
was the point of my 
original letter. 

With reference to the 
letter from John 
Matheson in the same 
issue, his description of 
“faultless service” dif¬ 
fers from mine. 

Anyone being waited 
on by teams of secre¬ 
taries and servants, as 
the Queen is, would 
appear to give faultless 
service. 

Marc Delaney, 

Barry. 


The monarchy 
versus republic 


1 AM writing in 
response to Dr 
Paul 

Langmaid’s letter 
headed, ‘Minority 
view on monar¬ 
chy?’ (The GEM 
last week). 

He quoted a poll that 
indicated support for the 
monarchy is between 73- 
82 per cent, while those 
supporting an elected 
president totals 13-18 
per cent. It’s easy to 
pluck figures off the 
internet to support a 
view, so here are a few 
of my own. 

Two referenda have 
been held in Wales 
recently - firstly, on a 
change to the voting sys¬ 
tem, and secondly, on 
more powers for the 
Welsh Assembly. 

The turnout was 42 
per cent and 35.2 per 
cent respectively. These 
apathetic figures suggest 


that a vote for the aboli¬ 
tion of the monarchy 
would be similar. 

This would give those 
of us who feel passion¬ 
ately about the end of 
hereditary privilege 
funded by the taxpayer, 
a realistic chance in a 
referendum. 

The argument for a 
republic receives public¬ 
ity when there is a royal 
celebration or funeral. 

Either way, republi¬ 
cans are branded as 
party poopers or disre¬ 
spectful. 

An open debate about 
the monarchy, with a ref¬ 
erendum to follow, 
would finally allow a 
level playing field for 
debate. 

I’m sure that support 
for a republic would 
increase when you take 
mass hysteria out of the 
equation. 

Tony Leaf, 

Barry Island. 


Good Samaritans 


came to my aid 


I WOULD like to 
thank all those 
caring ladies and 
gentlemen who came 
to my aid after a 
heavy fall in Kings 
Square, Barry, on 
market day, June 19, 
especially the lady 
who with her mobile 
phone contacted my 
husband, and organ¬ 
ised help with the 
ambulance crew. 

Due to the shock 
and some consider¬ 
able pain, I was 
unable to get the 


names of these good 
Samaritans, but I am 
sure they will know 
who they are. 

At 77 years of age, 
I have, in fact, badly 
fractured my right 
shoulder, broken ribs 
and have some bad 
bruising, and am 
under the care of the 
trauma clinic at the 
Heath, but now back 
home. 

Once again, thank 
you all. 

Val Archer, 

Barry. 
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IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous 
mail TETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE PUT J. ADDRESS AND A CONTACT 

TELEPHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protecta writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 

£12,500 was raised for children’s charities 

'Book Festival’s 
success all down 
to the volunteers’ 


I WOULD like to 
express my 
deep gratitude 
to all the willing 
volunteers involved 
in the recent 
Cowbridge Book 
Festival. 

Erom the team who 
installed the equipment 
for the fun day, to 
Dome Harris and her 
band of helpers, who 
were responsible for the 
wonderful refres hm ents 
throughout the week, 
many thanks. 

Without your sup¬ 
port, the festival simply 
would not have hap¬ 
pened! 

I would like to take 
this opportunity to 
thank all the participat¬ 
ing authors and publish¬ 
ers who responded, 
once again, giving their 
time freely and with 
great enthusiasm to this 


I WAS interested 
to see the recent 
GEM article on 
an Environmental 
Agency warning, 
written by Philip 
Irwin, regarding 
contamination in 
the stream passing 
through Porthkerry 
Park. 

Has the geography 
changed? Surely to state 
that it “flows onto the 
beach near Cold Knap” 
is in error! It flows onto 
Porthkerry beach, which 
is at least three-quarters 
of a mile from Cold 
Knap beach. This state¬ 
ment is repeated in 
another Barry paper. 


fledgling festival. The 
festival would not have 
been possible without 
the help and coopera¬ 
tion of Sally Perini and 
her team at the Old 
Hall, Reverend Heather 
Weddel and members of 
the United Tree Church, 
Claire Sheehy and the 
management at the Bear 
Hotel, John and 
Mathew at the Duke of 
Wellington, and Natalie 
Isaac and staff of The 
Quarter Penny Cafe. 

Jaci Harries, Chris 
Howard, Russell 
Thompson, Pam 
Robbins, Rebecca 
Lloyd James and Dave 
Allen, all proved to be 
effective and articulate 
moderators, ensuring 
that all events ran 
smoothly. 

The impressive pho¬ 
tographic exhibition 
was the work of Mike 
Davies and Dave Allen. 


I was pleased to see 
that the authorities have 
attached warning notices 
on various trees along¬ 
side the Millwood Walk 
and no doubt, other trees 
adjacent to the stream 
runs, but I doubt 
whether dog-owners will 
be able to prevent their 
dogs, most of which are 
unleashed in the park, 
entering the stream. 

The stream permeates 
the pebbles at Porthkerry 
beach when it discharges 
from the culverted sec¬ 
tion at the beach-head 
into the sea. Have 
notices been placed there 
to warn would-be pad- 
dlers about the risk? 

B P Mills, 

Barry. 


Maggie Cooper and 
her stall holders created 
a great atmosphere at 
the Gruffalo family fun 
day, while Hugh and 
Sarah Bunkum’s team 
made sure there was 
plenty of fun and games 
for the children. 

An invasion of 
“mini-Gruffalos” was 
due to the face painting 
skills of the staff at the 
Pun Poundations 
Nursery - all money 
raised by this dedicated 
band of people is great¬ 
ly appreciated. 

Equipment for the 
fun day was lent by the 
Vale Rural Events 
Network and this was 
co-ordinated very effi¬ 
ciently by Sarah Jones 
and Rebecca Haves, 
who also helped with 
promotion of the festi¬ 
val through social 
media. 

It was good to have 
the support of the 
Cowbridge Record 
Society, and Dick 
To nki n’s history wa lk s 
were very popular, as 
was the CADS produc¬ 
tion of The Squire of 
Gadshill 

Our thanks to 
Ticketline UK who pro¬ 
vided a wonderful serv¬ 
ice, ensuring that we 
were able to distribute 
tickets to a much wider 
audience this year. 
Jackie and Janet at 


David Barnes 
(drycleaners) were also 
very helpful in selling 
tickets. We are indebted 
to Jon and Angela 
Munn of Janda 
Photography who are 
responsible for our 
website. 

We are very grateful 
for financial support 
from the Vale Council, 
Alchemy Wealth 
Management and 
Naturally Woodlands, 
Brynna, South Wales 
and all those who, so 
generously, sent dona¬ 
tions. 

Once again, I would 
like to express my grati¬ 
tude to the team at the 
GEM and especially 
Tim Chapman, who 
supported us with great 
enthusiasm and encour¬ 
agement throughout. 

I am sure your read¬ 
ers will be delighted to 
hear that the efforts of 
all these wonderful peo¬ 
ple have been rewarded 
with an anticipated 
£12,500 raised. 

Donations to The 
Noah’s Ark Appeal 
Children’s Hospital of 
Wales and Leukaemia 
and Lymphoma 
Research will be made 
shortly. 

Stella Cheeseman, 
Ystradowen, 

(Festival coordinator) 


Thanks to The GEM 

T hank you very much! It was a won¬ 
derful surprise to win the theatre 
tickets in the recent GEM competi¬ 
tion. The prizes you offer are of value, so 
please keep them coming.! Thank you 
again. 

MB, 

Cowbridge. 

Hats off to the Lions! 


Contamination 
of Barry stream 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446)710096 


‘No need for a 
Rhoose council’ 

W ITH reference to GEM reports 
of a proposed community coun¬ 
cil at Rhoose, the Vale Council 
already serve our needs in Rhoose, grass 
cutting, bins emptied, recycling etc. 

It would mean another hike in council 
tax -1 was under the impression we had 
to tighten our belts! 

Marjorie Voaden, 

Rhoose. 



I WANT to thank 
all members of 
Llantwit Major 
and Cowbridge 
Lions Club for their 
brilliant organisa¬ 
tion of the fayre last 
weekend, kindly 
hosted by Llantwit 
RFC. 

It was a fantastic 
event that brought the 
whole community 
together - from charities 


to craft groups, to choirs 
and local businesses. 

All focused on the com¬ 
munity. 

The responsibility of 
planning and organising 
such an event, as well as 
individual stalls and fun 
activities, should never 
be underestimated. 

Well done once again 
to all involved. 

Alun Cairns, 

(MPfor the Vale of 
Glamorgan) 


Remembering the 
forgotten ones on 
Armed Forces Day 


T his Saturday 
(June 30) the 
nation cele¬ 
brates the commit¬ 
ment and dedica¬ 
tion of our military 
personnel with 
Armed Forces Day. 

This annual event is a 
time for us all to think 
about the work of those 
men and women who 
serve in our Eorces. 

We should also 
remember that behind 
these brave individuals 
are the parents, partners 
and families of our 
troops. 

These people can 
sometimes be forgotten, 
but bear the burden of 
Service life as much as 
those who are serving 
themselves. 

The Bridgend divi¬ 
sion of the Soldiers, 
Sailors, Airmen and 
Eamilies Association 
(SSAPA) Eorces Help 
not only supports our 
Service personnel, past 


and present, but also 
their families and 
dependents. 

SSAEA Bridgend 
seeks to find ways that 
we can help where there 
is a genuine need. This 
can be anything from 
support for a mother 
whose son has been seri¬ 
ously injured in conflict, 
to a new television for 
the elderly widow of a 
D-Day veteran. 

It just takes one day’s 
service to be eligible and 
that includes anyone 
who undertook National 
Service, and their wives 
or widows. 

If you or someone 
you know in Bridgend 
county borough has 
served in the military or 
has a military connection 
and needs help, then the 
local branch of SSAEA 
is here to assist. 

We can be contacted 
on 01656 785435. 

Dave Davies TD, 
Bridgend. 


Has Barry had a 
heart transplant? 


T his is not 
the first time 
a complaint 
has been made that 
flags are not being 
flown in Barry on 
state occasions, 
when it is often the 
case that they are 
flying from the 
Civic Offices (GEM 
letters, last week). 

The fact is that if 
Barry HAS a heart, it is 
to be found on King’s 
Square, and that - as 
well as the Civic Offices 
- is where flags should 
be flown. It is there, and 
not in Broad Street, that 
we have a town centre. 

I also feel that the 
placing of the Merchant 
Navy Memorial at its 
present site was a mis¬ 
take. I think it should be 
on King Square. This is 
the heart of our town. 


and that is where it 
should be. 

When the new Civic 
Offices opened, many 
people wrote that it was 
ugly. I was one of them, 
but thought that the 
plainness of the front 
would be relieved by the 
painting of the Vale coat 
of arms, in its heraldic 
colours, on the front of 
the building. 

It never happened. 
What we see now, looks 
like a large black insect. 

I hope that our new 
councillors, when they 
leave the building, will 
take a minute to turn 
around and look up. 

I wonder if they are 
happy with what they 
see? 

Let us hope that our 
new council will bring 
back some civic pride to 
Barry. 

David Lloyd, 

Barry 


Let us know your views: 

gemeditorial @ tindlenews. co. uk 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL JULY 5) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

28 Thur 

00.58 

8.4 

13.33 

8.3 

29 Fri 

01.59 

8.4 

14.47 

8.3 

30 Sat 

03.11 

8.4 

16.00 

8.5 

01 Sun 

04.31 

8.6 

17.07 

8.9 

02 Mon 

05.35 

9.0 

18.06 

9.4 

03 Tues 

06.34 

9.5 

19.01 

9.8 

04 Wed 

07.27 

9.7 

19.52 

10.1 

05 Thur 

08.15 

9.9 

20.37 

10.2 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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Local frustration that White Farm 
housing development to go ahead 


THERE has been 
frustration in 

Barry at the deci¬ 
sion of a planning 
inspector to allow 
177 houses at 
White Farm, a 
local beauty spot. 

People in the town 
opposed to a develop¬ 
ment believed the density 
of housing, the danger of 
more flooding and the 
extra traffic it would cre¬ 
ate made it unsuitable. 

It is the second time in 
recent months that a 
planning inspector has 
over-ruled a decision by 
councillors and, some 
local people would 
argue, the will of the 
public - as Sainsbury’s 
was given the go-head at 
Park Crescent, despite 


4,500 signing a petition 
against it. 

Mr David Radford 
was so angry that the 
decision was taken out of 
the hands of local people 
and councillors, he con¬ 
tacted The GEM, insist¬ 
ing: “To say I and many 
other people are furious 
over the planning inspec¬ 
tor’s decision to allow 
building on White Farm 
is an understatement. 

“Just what did the 
planning inspector base 
his judgement on? Does 
he live in Barry? 

“We already have a 
development being built 
on Port Road East which 
is causing a traffic night¬ 
mare. 

“Now we are to put up 
with an even bigger 
nightmare on this devel¬ 
opment. 


“There is a vast array 
of wildlife on this site 
which, in my opinion, the 
planning inspector didn’t 
take into account. 

“Mr Morgan, the 
inspector, has stated that 
the proposal compares 
well with other parts of 
Wales. 

“We are totally differ¬ 
ent to other parts of 
Wales. 

“He has not taken 
notice of the public’s 
views - this seems to be 
the norm of recent times. 

“Planning inspectors 
need to get out into the 
real world and just see 
for themselves the dam¬ 
age that is done by their 
decisions. ” 

Local campaigner, 
Dennis Harkus, who 
spoke at the planning 
inquiry, said the decision 


REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 


was disappointing, but he 
added it came as no sur¬ 
prise. 

“The evidence I tried 
to put forward at the 
hearing was about public 
concern, but I was not 
allowed to address the 
worries about drainage, 
even though the inspec¬ 
tor wrote a paragraph on 
it in his reasoning and the 
developer circulated a 
leaflet prior to the com¬ 
mittee meeting. 

“I was also unable to 
address the way the 
application had been 
dealt with by the council. 

“Unfortunately, the 
council’s case at the 
inquiry did not include 
community concerns or 
conflicts with the devel- 


ROOM 102 MEMBERS IN 
THE FRAME AT RHOOSE! 



ABOVE: Room 102 members show off their new Canon digital SLR 
camera in their garden with Mark Picton and Annette (seated). 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

barry-today. co. uk 


WINDSOR 

HOTEL 


Friday 29th June 

Rob Barbour 

Live from 6pm 

Sunday 1st July 

The Alliance 

Live from 6pm 

Friday 6th .Tulv 
Craig Stone 6pm to 9pm 

Sunday 8th .July 

Scruff 5.30pin 


170 HOLTON ROAD, 
BARRY CF63 4LL 

07872 109157 


YOUNG adults at 
the Room 102 club 
in Rhoose have been 
given a new artistic 
outlet, thanks to 
Aberthaw Power 
Station. 

The club meets on a 
Monday and Wednesday 
in the Rhoose 
Community Hall and is 
open to 11-25-year-olds. 

As well as a newly- 
founded garden area, the 
members have been 
working on a feature for 
the National Eisteddfod 
in August and also pur¬ 
suing a local project to 
photograph the area and 
compare with images 
taken at the turn of the 
millennium. “The cam¬ 


era can be used for a 
variety of projects and 
by lots of the members, ” 
explained one of the 
group leaders, Annette 
Harrison. “It’s great for 
them to use this technol¬ 
ogy ” 

Commercial opera¬ 
tions manager, Mark 
Picton, was “very 
impressed” with Room 
102 and the enthusiasm 
of the youngsters and the 
projects planned. 

“We are keen to 
strengthen our links with 
local groups and Room 
102 shows how giving 
our support can help 
encourage youngsters to 
get involved in a wide 
variety of different activ¬ 
ities and skills, ” he said. 


Penarth fun day 


Ashgrove School, 
Sully Road, Penarth, 
will be holding its 
annual fun day this 
Saturday (June 30) 
from 12 noon-4pm. 

There will be three 
live bands performing 
from Ashgrove School, 
Maes y Dyfan and St 
Cyres, alongside various 


stalls, raffles, a bouncy 
castle, pet corner, beat 
the goalie, book stall, 
barbecue and much 
more. 

Come along, have 
some fun and enjoy a 
great atmosphere! It’s 
free for children and just 
50p for adults. AW 


opment plan. The plan¬ 
ning profession have in 
the past used the devel¬ 
opment plans to justify 
their decisions, but in the 
case of White Farm, the 
plan was considered to 
be indicative and approx¬ 
imate. 

“Barry has lost more 
rare green space to hous¬ 
ing development and our 
roads are becoming ever 
more congested. 

“However, the draft 
Local Development Plan 
continues with this 
unsound strategy by pro¬ 
posing to build on more 
green fields, this time 
around Waycock Cross 
and in our neighbouring 
communities of Rhoose, 
Wenvoe, Sully, Dinas 
Powys and St Nicholas. 

“Let us hope Labour’s 
manifesto commitment 
to ‘block’ the LDP can 
have some influence on 
the planners; that our 
new decision-takers gen¬ 
uinely consult the public, 
and that they are willing 
to examine more sound 
and sustainable alterna¬ 
tives to the planners’ cur¬ 
rent way of thinking.” 

John Kellaway, who 
runs a business on Park 
Crescent, said he had 
been dismayed to hear of 
the White Farm decision. 


“We are being dictated 
to and the town is not our 
own. Do our views mat¬ 
ter? People were against 
White Farm. 

“A total of 4,500 peo¬ 
ple were against 
Sainbury’s coming in, 
but it makes no differ¬ 
ence.” 

Mr Kellaway ques¬ 
tioned the point of local 
democracy when deci¬ 
sions were taken out of 
the hands of local people. 

‘NEGOTIATED’ 

In arriving at his deci¬ 
sion, the inspector did 
acknowledge the strength 
of feeling of people in 
Barry against housing at 
White Farm. 

Mr TJ Morgan empha¬ 
sised in his decision: “I 
note there is strong local 
opposition to the submit¬ 
ted scheme and under¬ 
stand the reasons why 
some wish to preserve 
the present situation. 


“However, the princi¬ 
ple of substantial housing 
provision at this location 
has been long established 
and cannot be revisited 
within the scope of this 
appeal. 

“Although some of the 
objectors hold to the 
view that the (original) 
inspector’s report and the 
allocation in the UDP 
limited numbers, and 
density of housing, there 
is no indication in law or 
policy that supports this 
view. 

“The scheme was 
properly negotiated and 
developed by the appel¬ 
lant and council officers 
with relevant consulta¬ 
tion undertaken. 

“The result of this 
process is that an accept¬ 
able detailed scheme in 
pursuance of the outline 
permission has evolved 
and should be approved.” 

The Vale Council 


were fighting the appeal 
launched by Persimmon 
Homes against its deci¬ 
sion to deny planning, 
and the council now 
faces legal costs. 

Rob Thomas, the 
council director of devel¬ 
opment services, com¬ 
mented: “Clearly the 
Vale Council is disap¬ 
pointed that the appeal 
was upheld and that plan¬ 
ning permission has been 
granted. 

“In terms of the award 
of costs, the appellant 
will now be submitting 
its claims to the council 
and such claims will then 
need to be carefully con¬ 
sidered and assessed to 
establish whether the 
claims are reasonable.” 

Mr Thomas added: 
“Until the claims are sub¬ 
mitted, there is no way of 
establishing the level of 
costs that will need to be 
met by the council.” 


Line up for the barbecue! 


MEMBERS and friends are 
reminded that this Saturday 
(June 30) Barry Rugby Club is 
holding a fun evening barbecue 
and entertainment event, as we 
start the build-up to our 125th 
anniversary season. 

This is a call to all players, mem¬ 
bers and friends to come and join us 
and get the year off to a fabulous 
start. 


The evening begins at 5pm as the 
barbecue is lit, with food available 
from around 6.30pm, under the con¬ 
trol of international chefs Williams 
and Chow... 

Fabulous entertainment will be 
provided by past first team members, 
under captain ‘Squeak’ Weekly. 

Tickets available from committee 
members, Carole at the clubhouse, or 
just turn up on the night. 

ANDREW JAMIESON 


Free Home 
Delivery 

on orders over £10 
- Barry area. 

We also deliver to 
Sully, Dinas Powys, 
Wenvoe & Rhoose. 
(Ask about minimum 
orders & charges) 


£1 

-Q • Cashback 

03 I tl I O" ®''ery 

I £10 spent i 


FINEST INDIAN & BANGLADESHI CUISINE 

Established since 1993 


on all collection 
orders 


44 Vere Street, Barry CF63 2HU - Join us on Facebook 

Open plan kitchen - we only use 100% fresh chicken 

Business hours: Sun-Thurs 5pm -11pm, Fri & Sat 5pm-12am. 


The taste you would love, 
the quality you can trust! 

NEW MENU available 

NEW flavours in Barry 


20% DISCOUNT 
VOUCHER 

on all orders over £20 

Deliver}/ or Collection 

(Sunday till Thursday) 

Please mention when ordering 


Just spend £18 or more 

(Main Dish value up to £6.10) 

(Sun till Thurs - please mention when ordering) 


£5 DISCOUNT 
VOUCHER 
on all orders over £25 

Delivery or Collection 

(Friday & Saturday) 

Please mention when ordering 


ROYAL BALTI FEAST - £15.95 

1 Onion Bhaji starter 
1 Chicken Tikka starter 
any 2 Curries (value £6.10) 

1 pulao rice, 1 chips, 
any 1 nan bread, 2 papadcms 
Offer available Sun till Thurs 


ROYAL BALTI FOR 2 - £19.95 

Any 2 starters (value £2.95) 
Any 2 curries (value £6.10) 

1 side dish, 2 pulao rice, 1 nan, 

2 papadcms & chutneys. 

(Massive savings up to £9) 


No offer is valid in conjunction with any other offer or discounts, no offer is compulsory and 
needs to be mentioned when ordering. 

Order online - secure online ordering system 

www.royalbalti.co.uk 

Telephone: 01446 421366/421377 
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WELSH PUPILS FINALLY MEET UP 
WITH THEIR FRENCH PEN PALS! 


ON June, 13, 50 
Bryn Hafren pupils 
played host to their 
penpals from 
Angouleme, south¬ 
west France. The 
year-9 pupils had 
been correspon¬ 
ding for two years, 
but this was their 
first opportunity to 
meet face-to-face. 

On arrival at the 
school, the French 
pupils were greeted 
with French and Welsh 
flags. After a welcome 
from the French depart¬ 
ment, it was fun and 
games while they had 
to locate their own pen¬ 
pal, exchange gifts, 
then have a warm-up 
session with Mr 



ABOVE: the Dragon and the Tricoleur demonstrate ‘bonhomie^ in Barry. 


Coombs and Mr Morris, 
drama and music teach¬ 
ers, and a ‘getting to 
know you’ quiz. 

The French teachers 
and pupils then sere¬ 
naded their penpals 
with a French and 
English song before all 
the pupils signed a 
Welsh flag for the visi¬ 


tors to take away as a 
momento of the day. 
Then it was off to the 
beach! 

As the French pen¬ 
pals live an hour and a 
half away from the 
beach at home, they 
were thrilled with this 
opportunity, and played 
games of cricket and 


rounders, with French 
and Welsh working 
together in their teams. 

Luckily, the sun was 
shining as they all went 
off to St Fagan’s open 
air museum to again 
work with their penpals 
to carry out a treasure 
hunt, while the teachers 
enjoyed a coffee and a 


cake provided by Mrs 
Hooper, food technolo¬ 
gy teacher. 

At the end of the day, 
it was ‘au re voir’ to our 
visitors, with pupils 
promising to keep in 
touch and see each 
other next year when 
Bryn Hafren pupils pay 
a visit to Angouleme. 


Saying ^Happy 
Birthday^ with 
flowers for Rosa! 


ON the occasion of 
Mrs Rosa Keeling’s 
100th birthday, the 
chairman of Dinas 
Powys community 
council, Coun Val 
Hartrey, visited her 
at The Manor 
House residential 
home and presented 
her with a basket of 
flowers. “Everyone 
in the room sang 
Happy Birthday to 
the ‘birthday girl’,” 
the chairman 
reported. 

(See story, page 6). 



ABOVE: 

Mrs Rosa Keeling has a visit from Coun 
Val Hartrey on her 100th birthday. 


Rhoose Community 
Council could add 
to residents’ costs 


1 READ in the pages of 
The GEM, the story Ts 
Rhoose Community 
Council to be Revived?’. 

The people who want this to 
happen should wonder why it was 
overwhelmingly voted out of 
office last time. One reason 
among many was that it was not 
value for money, and also as a 
community council, it has limits 
as to what it can achieve because it 
is still controlled on major issues 
by the Vale Council. 

Our total council tax, which 
goes up year on year, is financed 
by local residents. Added to this is 
the precept paid to the police 
which also goes up year on year. 


and if you go up to a higher tax 
band the police precept goes up 
proportionately on each band, 
which for Band ‘E’ this year is a 
total of £ 1356.02p. 

If you then have a community 
council this will add another fur¬ 
ther cost, a third precept on your 
council tax bill. 

I note in the article it is quoted 
to be between £10 and £50. I 
think it will be closer to £50 rather 
than £10 and this could go up year 
on year. 

So what advantage would a 
community council with limited 
powers be? All the residents of 
Rhoose will have to pay more year 
on year towards its costs. 

Most people want to reduce 


their council tax not increase it, in 
these times of austerity, and also it 
will add another tier of bureaucra¬ 
cy. 

I am personally happy with the 
Vale Council, they are not perfect 
but they keep our roads clean; they 
cut our grass; they recycle our rub¬ 
bish, and collect our bulk rubbish. 

If you have any problems, they 
always listen to you and, if appro¬ 
priate, take action. 

It also takes money to set up a 
referendum to form a community 
council, this cost will I presume be 
home by council tax payers. 

Lets have some more opinions 
in the columns of the GEM before 
people start misspending money. 
M Guthrie, Rhoose. 


Award Winning Restaurant 

htiampan 

RAKim AnFCUl SL -I- 


BANGLADESHI & 
INDIAN CUISINE 





’’Nearly ^ 


SPEQALS 


to miss! 


P 

f BIRD SPECIALS 
f 3 Course Meal only 
£7.95 per person 

Available every week - 
Mon.Tues &Thurs 5.30 - 7.00pm. 
Offer includes FREE glass of house 
wine/soft drink dine in only. 

SUNDAY BUFFET 

Service from 12 noon - 11 pm weekly, 
only £7.95, Children £4.95 

ALL YOU CAN EAT! 

Children under 6 EAT FREE 
normal menu also available) 

WEDNESDAY 
ALL EVENING 

5 Course Meal £8.95 
5.30pm -11 pm 

2 COURSE LUNCH 

(Mon - Sat 
l2-2.30pm) 

£4.95 Takeaway 
£6.95 Eat in 


70 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
01446 771682/774590 

NOW OPEN: Mon-Sat 12 noon-2.30pm; 
Sunday Buffet 12 noon - 11 pm; 

Open 7 days a week 5.30-11.30pm 
including Bank Holidays 
'**** Food Hygiene - Scores on the doors 
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USA move to 
new premesis 


DUE to increased 
membership, Barry 
U3A has moved 
into larger premises 
for their monthly 
meetings. 

On Monday July 2, 
the speaker will be 
Sharon Mullins on: 
‘Cosmeston -wild life 
and history’, at 2pm in 
the New Jerusalem 
Church Hall (opposite 
Barry Library). 

In addition, we have 
various groups - geneal¬ 
ogy, poetry and prose, 
history of art and litera¬ 
ture - that meet in Barry 
Library. 

The luncheon club 
meets at various loca¬ 
tions on the third Friday 
of the month. On July 
20, meet at the 
Sportsman’s Rest in 
Peterston-Super-Ely. 

If you enjoy walking. 


join us on Friday July 13 
at the Visitors Centre, 
Cosmeston Country 
Park. 

We also have occa¬ 
sional weekends away. 

In May we were in the 
Berwyn Mountains, N 
Wales, based in 
Llangollen. We enjoyed 
walks on the Clwydian 
Way, Offa’s Dyke and 
the Pontycllite 
Aqueduct. 

Further information 
can be found at: 
www.u3a.org.uk. Click 
on: ‘find a location’, 
then ‘Barry’. Otherwise, 
contact John on 01446 
413328. 

We are a very friendly 
group and always wel¬ 
come new members, so 
come along to the meet¬ 
ing on July 2. 

Val Warlow 


Zumba Gold 

ZUMBA Gold new class started recently 
at Barry Memorial Hall and was a 
tremendous success. 

Organised by Ageing Well Project in Barry, some 
30-40 people attended. 

This form of Zumba Gold suits the needs of the 
active older participant as well as those just starting 
their journey to a healthy lifestyle. 

It is a fun class full of Latin music and easy to fol¬ 
low moves. 

For further information, contact 01446 732385. 


READERS’ LETTERS EXTRA 


FoE meets in Barry 


B arry and 
Vale Friends 
of the Earth 
will meet on 
Tuesday, July 3 at 
7.30pm in the 
Castle Hotel, Jewel 
Street, Barry. 

Twenty years on from 
Rio ‘92, when action 
promised to avoid global 
catastrophe, little has 
been agreed. 

At the FoE Group’s 
last meeting, local coun¬ 
cillors said they would 
try to answer members’ 


questions about where 
recycled waste goes. FoE 
figures show there is far 
more waste being recy¬ 
cled, making incineration 
unnecessary. 

Some south-east 
Wales councillors visited 
the better option of 
mechanical and biologi¬ 
cal treatment in Bristol. 

We hope that the new 
Vale administration will 
see sense. 

Keith Stockdale, 

Barry and Vale FoE 
Co-ordinator 


Su//y given the boot? 


w 


HAT has happened to the Sully 
car boot sale which used to run 
every Sunday right through the 

summer? 

It always appeared to be successful and was a 
real treat to visit. Over the last two weekends, 
however, there has been nothing there but rugby 
posts. 

Has this large Vale gem been a victim of the eco¬ 
nomic downturn in some way? I would have 
expected the opposite - or have the people of Sully 
grown heartily sick of it? Or is it something else? 
I’d love to know if it’s coming back. 

Neill Dodd, Barry. 

‘Remember the 
Merchant seamen’ 

been moved when the 
Last Post is played for 
the Barry soldiers, 
sailors and airmen who 
died in two World Wars? 

Again, surely the his¬ 
torian is aware that 
Barry lost a greater pro¬ 
portion of its Merchant 
seamen than any other 
British port? 

In all that has been 
written in the last week, 
the words Merchant 
Navy did not appear 
once. 

David Simpson, 

Barry. 


I T is pleasing 
that a plaque 
has been put up 
in King Square 
acknowledging the 
presence of 
American forces in 
Barry during 
World War Two. 

However, the state¬ 
ment announcing it by 
Jonathan Hicks was a lit¬ 
tle over the top: “I don’t 
think I have ever heard 
the ‘Last Post’played 
with such emotion.” 

Has Dr Hicks not 


CCTV arrests 

CCTV operators contacted police on 18 
occasions during the week ending June 24. 

One person was arrested concerning a public 
order offence on Holton Road, Barry, on June 19 
and another person, wanted on warrant, was 
arrested the following day on George Street, Barry. 
On June 21, a person was arrested for breaching 
an ASBO on Windsor Road, Penarth, and four 
ASBOs were issued the next day on Wyndham 
Street, Barry. 


REGENERATION 
A LOST CAUSE? 


I N 2010, Jocelyn 
Davies, then 
Plaid Cymru 
Minister for 
Housing and 
Regeneration, made 
Barry a special 
regeneration area 
in Wales and gave 
£9m of funding to 
make improve¬ 
ments to the town. 

However, there was 
much criticism of how 
the previous 

Conservative-run council 
showed a lack of ambi¬ 
tion for Barry and a lack 
of transparency in the 
way that the schemes 
were being run - with no 
public discussion. 

Everyone agrees that 
more needs to be done to 
attract people to Barry. 


The new hotel on the 
Waterfront will, hopeful¬ 
ly, be the catalyst for 
more tourism facilities 
and jobs throughout the 
town. 

The question is 
whether this new 
Labour-Llantwit Eirst 
coalition council share 
that vision and ambition 
for Barry and, if so, 
what are they doing to 
ensure that Barry contin¬ 
ues to benefit from 
regeneration area status? 

Given that Labour 
have placed a Penarth 
councillor in charge of 
Barry’s Regeneration 
Board, rather than one of 
their own Barry council¬ 
lors, is this a sign they 
also think Barry regener¬ 
ation is a lost cause? 

Ian Johnson, 

Plaid Cymru, Barry. 


Cogan school ‘in 
top 11 per cent’ 


COGAN Primary 
School has won 
praise for its per¬ 
formance and pro¬ 
vision for pupils 
from Estyn inspec¬ 
tors. 

Their report highlight¬ 
ed provision of effective 
learning experiences, 
good teaching, excellent 
learning environment 
and strong leadership. 

Estyn inspector 
Nicholas Jones stated: 
“The school fulfils very 
successfully its vision of 
being a safe, secure and 
welcoming community, 
where all are respected 
and valued. 

“Pupils are fully 
involved in their learning 
and set targets for 
improvement. They 
enjoy school life and 
make good progress. 

“The views of the 
pupils are valued and 
they have a positive 
input into the teaching 
and their own learning.” 

Inspectors also report¬ 
ed that pupils’ behaviour 
was good, pupils are 
polite and respond 
respectfully to adults and 
peers. 

Headteacher Anne 


Bowsher said: “I am 
delighted with the report, 
which recognises the 
excellent provision we 
have, praises the behav¬ 
iour and achievements of 
our pupils and puts 
Cogan Primary School in 
the top 11 per cent of 
schools in Wales.” 


Show 

schedule 

DINAS POWYS 
Village Show com¬ 
mittee has 
announced that the 
schedule and pro¬ 
gramme will be 
available from 
Monday, July 2, at 
the following loca¬ 
tions: 

Dinas Powys 
Community Council 
office, Britway Road; the 
Libraries at Penarth and 
Dinas Powys; Station 
Road Post Office, Dinas 
Powys; Murch Post 
Office; both chemist 
shops at Camms Corner 
and Cardiff Road; 
Brynawel Fuchsia and 
Garden Centre, Sully 
Road. 
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Babe the owl stars in 


scope’s open day 



ABOVE: Vale AM Jane Hutt, pictured at 
scope’s fundraising day. 


RAISING funds for 
the SCOPE Skills 
Centre in Barry is an 
important function of 
the national charity, 
which campaigns and 
provides services for 
disabled people. 

Jane Hutt AM visit¬ 
ed the recent open day 
and met the star of the 


show, young owl 
‘Babe’ with Christian, 
one of the Skills 
Centre members. 

She was also shown 
round the new sensory 
garden, which is being 
developed with the 
support of volunteers 
in the grounds of the 
centre. 


Council reacts 
to ‘yellow 
lines’ request 

PARKING concerns raised by local resi¬ 
dents living in Commercial Road, Barry, 
look set to be addressed by the Vale 
Council. 

The authority is seeking to install yellow lines at 
the junction of Commercial Road and Barry Road, 
following a request by residents. 

Local councillor Richard Bertin said: “I am glad 
to hear that the council has listened to the concerns 
of the local residents and are seeking to install yel¬ 
low lines. If agreed, these lines will address the 
problem parking and, hopefully, make this junction 
much safer.” 


Suspicious 

incident 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

DC Davies continued: “We are appealing to the 
community for information as part of our investiga¬ 
tion. If anyone noticed anything suspicious that day, 
or knows somebody matching the man’s description, 
we ask you to contact us. 

“I also urge the man described to come forward 
and speak to the police. 

“As always, we advise children and young people 
to be careful when out playing and remember, 
always to tell your parents and guardians where you 
are going. 

“Don’t talk to strangers and stay with your 
friends. ” 

Anyone with information is asked to contact 
Barry CID on 01446 731606 or Crime stoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 111. 


K. MARGETTS 



Funky’s 

Gentlemen’s 
Barber Shop 



(formerly of 
Spencer Street) 
now at 

51 Vere Street 
Cadoxton 


Open Monday 

Tel. 07731 763087 


Competitive Prices 
Saturday 9am - 6pm 


Picnic will mark 

Breastfeeding 
Awareness Week 


TO celebrate 
Breastfeeding 
Awareness Week 
(June 24-July 1), 
Barry Milk Mates 
are hosting a picnic 
in Central Park, 
Barry, today 
(Thursday) from 
lpm-3pm. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“Bring your own picnic 
and blanket and we'll 
bring the cakes.” 

Barry Milk Mates 


offer ante-natal and 
post-natal breastfeeding 
support to mums. The 
group is run by trained 
peer supporters who 
have experience of 
breastfeeding. 

Barry Milk Mates 
meet on Thursdays 
from lpm-3pm at St 
David’s Church Hall, 
Winston Road, Barry. 

For more details, 
contact Lynsey on 
01446 721026 or 07748 
964394. 


Congratulations, Jean! 


MAY I take this oppor¬ 
tunity to congratulate 
Jean Holmes on cele¬ 
brating her 60 years 
with the Barry Ladies 
Choir... what an 
achievement! Well 
done, Jean! 

I’d also like to thank 
the committee and choir 
members for inviting 
me, and past choir 
members, to their cele¬ 


brations. What a won¬ 
derful afternoon, recall¬ 
ing memories of when 
the choir was first 
formed after the Second 
World War. Jean was 
then just 13 years old. 

Best of luck for the 
future, Jean! 

Joyce Hellyar 
Barry 


Rhoose Ladies 
enjoy success 


THE ladies’ section 
at Rhoose Bowling 
Club have been 
enjoying some suc¬ 
cess in their recent 
matches. 

On May 30, in their 
double rink competition 
match against Dinas 
Powys Ladies, they 
won by the narrowest 
of margins. 

The final score was: 
Rhoose 32 shots, Dinas 
Powys 31. 

In their afternoon 


league match on May 
31, they played 
Cadoxton Ladies at 
home, and on this occa¬ 
sion they won by 
37-14. 

Their successes in 
the afternoon league 
mean that in their sec¬ 
tion the team is in third 
place. 

This position is 
slightly enhanced 
because Rhoose have 
played six matches, 
whereas other teams 
have played only four. 


Pitman TV & Audio 

Experienced Digital Aerial & Satellite Installer 



Re-advertising in The Gem 
by customer demand. 
Local Tradesman from the 
Vale. Very friendly, 
personal service. 12 month 
guarantee on all work. 


Special Promotion!!! 
New Digital Aerial complete 
installation for only £70 


www.pitmantv.co.uk 

Call Craig on 07980 971303 / 01446 406522 

Covering all areas of: 

Barry, the Vale, Cardiff, Bridgend & Newport. 


Judge tells man who preyed on children: 
*You have shown no remorse whatsoever’ 


10-YEAR JAIL 
SENTENCE 
FOR PYLE 
PAEDOPHILE 


A PAEDOPHILE who 
preyed upon children, 
has been jailed for 10 
years at Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

Barrie Mably (31) of Heol 
Ty Maen, Pyle, abused four 
girls. He was found guilty at a 
previous hearing of one 
charge of attempted rape, four 
of indecent assault and two of 
sexual assault. He was cleared 
of a charge of rape. 

Judge William Gaskell told 
him: “You have shown no 
remorse whatsoever and you 
maintain your denials, despite 
compelling evidence. 

“You have received no cred¬ 
it for a guilty plea.” 

Prosecutor Matthew 

Roberts said the offences 
occurred over a 10-year peri¬ 
od in the Pyle and Ogmore 
Vale area. 

Mably denied all the 
charges and claimed the girls 


Crown Court 
report by 

AJ SICLUNA 

had been lying. 

His counsel Jennette 
Treharne said: “He is not 
predatory and did not lure his 
victims. 

“This behaviour occurred 
when he was alone with 
them.” 

She pointed out that he had 
already been on remand for 18 
months. 

“Some of the offences were 
opportunist, and isolated. At 
the time he was in his late 
teens and early 20s.” 

Mably, she said, had some 
problems in the past relating 
to his mental health. 

“Upon his release, he wants 
to start afresh in Bristol, in an 
area where he is unknown. He 
has no relevant convictions.” 

The judge said the offences 


occurred between 1999 and 
2009. 

One girl was aged nine, 
another aged six. 

He pretended to play a 
game with them and shortly 
after, indecently assaulted 
them. 

One girl aged eight was held 
against a bed and Mably 
attempted to rape her. She was 
then told not to say anything. 

Another two victims were 
aged seven and nine, and one 
of them was humiliated by 
Mably. 

The judge directed that 
when released, he register as a 
sex offender for life and he 
was banned from working 
with children indefinitely. 

Judge Gaskell also imposed 
a Sexual Offences Prevention 
Order, which forbids Mably 
from approaching any girl 
under the age of 16. 


papadgwi 

I I fno(7(in dc C<Fsm 

Quality Food prepared by experienced Chefs 


- EXPRESS DELIVERY SERVICE - 


Order Online @ www.papadambarry.co.uk 


01446 700646/741700 

£5 CASH BACK when you spend £25.00 

ON COLLECTION OR DELIVERY 


Not to be in conjunction with any other offer 

Conditions: you must mention on the phone that you intend to use the voucher and also 
hand over the voucher to the driver - This offer is available through the week 

10% DISCOUNT ON ORDERS OVER £10 

From normal menu price on collection only all week 


Sunday to Thursday 
Special 

Any 2 starters under £3.00 
Any 2 Main Dish under £6.90 
2 Pilau Rice, 1 Nan, 

2 Papadam 

Only £15.00 


Monday to Thusday 
Get a FREE Curry 

(value - £6.00 or 2 portion 
onion Bhajee) 
when you spend 
£18.00 or over. 

^_ T 8lC apply ^ 


Midweek Special Offer 
Sunday to Thursday 
£12.95 

1 Onion Bhajee 

1 Chicken Madras, 1 Chicken Korma 
1 Pilau Rice - 1 Plain Nan Bread 
Mint Sauce & Onion Salad 


PAPADAM SPECIALS 


31. CHICKEN KOHLAPURI.£5.90 

32. K0RAIRANI (CHICKEN OR LAMB) £6.90 

33. SOUTH INDIAN MUSTARD CHILLI CHICKEN (HOT) £5.50 

34. CHICKEN OR LAMB GOAN. £5.90 

35. CHICKEN OR LAMB CHILLI MASSALA £5.90 

36.SABZEEG0STH. £5.90 


37. ACHARI MURG.£5.90 

38. MURGHI MASSALA £5.90 

39.SAAGG0STH .. £5.90 

40. CHICKEN RHAN £5.90 

41. MADHUMURGH £5.90 

42. CAPTAIN PATHILA (medium or hot).£5.90 


CREATE YOUR OWN MEAL - £8.95 

1 Main Dish (Chicken/ Lamb or Vegetable from traditional curries) 
1 Side Dish - 1 Pilau or Boiled Rice or Plain Nan Bread 
2 Papadom, mint sauce & onion salad 

Served between Sunday to Thusday 
Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount 


MINIMUM ORDER FOR FREE DELIVERY: £10.00 (Barry area only) 

We cover the following areas: Barry/Sully £1; Dinas Powys £1; Rhoose £2; Wenvoe £1 

272 Holton Roead Barry CF63 4HU 

Open 6 Days a Week 5.00pm - I 1.00pm 

CLOSED EVERY TUESDAY 
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Family wish Rosa Keeling 
‘many happy returns’ at 
100th birthday celebration 


ROSA KEELING 
celebrated her 
100th birthday 
with a family gath¬ 
ering at the 
Manor House in St 
Hilary, where she 
has been a resident 
for just four weeks. 

Rosa was bom in 
Birmingham on June 19, 
1912, and until May 
lived with her husband 
of 71 years. Bill, at their 
home in Dinas Powys. 

Bill is currently in 
hospital following a fall. 

Maggie Harris, Rosa’s 
daughter, told The GEM: 
“Rosa moved to Dinas 
Powys from the mid¬ 
lands with Bill and the 
five children in the fami¬ 
ly in 1957, and quickly 
became known in the 
village. 

“She was a distinctive 



ABOVE: Rosa at The Manor House, St Hilary, celebrating her 100th 
birthday and surrounded by her family at St Hilary. 


offices over the years. 

“She loved dancing, 
and even when she and 
my father could no 
figure, going everywhere longer cope with ball¬ 
on her bike or at a fast- 
paced walk, often laden 
with shopping. 

“Over the years, she 
has been an avid garden¬ 
er, keeping her family 


supplied with fresh pro¬ 
duce from the large plot 
at Glen Acres, St 
Andrew’s Road. 

“My mother was an 
active member of the 
WI, and held various 


room, she kept fit with 
line-dancing and yoga, 
well into her nineties.” 

Over the years, Rosa 
has put others first and 
befriended a number of 
ladies who were alone, 
visiting until quite 
recently. 

Maggie said: “My 
mother lost her father at 
the age of 10, lived 
through the Depression, 


the bombing raids, and 
many other difficulties 
of the war, and in 1980, 
her youngest child, 
Rosemary, died at the 
age of 26. 


refusal to accept lifts, 
whatever the weather, 
preferring to walk every¬ 
where.” 

Maggie added: “Rosa 
is a survivor and we as a 


“She dealt with adver- family are delighted to 


sity in her own, quiet 
way, never complaining, 
and always faithful to 
her strong belief in our 
obligations to the envi¬ 
ronment. 

“She has been a true 
‘Green’, long before the 
term was coined. 

She is known in the 
village for her steadfast 


see her so content and 
well cared for after a 
lifetime of caring for 
others. 

“Her four children 
and partners, nine gran- 
children, and five great¬ 
grandchildren, were 
united in wishing Rosa 
‘Many Happy Returns of 
the Day’!” 


• Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 



uppumiu j 
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PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 


Tm floors with a comprehensive 
tiisplay of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurhished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 

r DISCOUNTS FORThE OVER 60s" “ “JvSiS'i 

I on Tuesdays and Thursdays (Please ask in-store for details) I 

Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & snowroom 

at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes oniy. 


» TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG < 


Barry air cadets enjoy 
town Spitfire weekend 



ABOVE: A cadet gets ready to examine the Spitfire. 


THE Air Cadets 
from 372 (Barry) 
ATC Squadron 
enjoyed the 
wartime weekend 
on Barry 

Waterfront, a trib¬ 


ute to the 
Americans sta¬ 
tioned in the area 
during World War 
II. 

The event, held on 
Hood Road, proved a 


Penarth Computer 
Club looks at the Alan 
Turing centenary 


JUNE 23, 2012, was the cente¬ 
nary of the birth of Alan 
Turing, famous code-breaker 
of the Nazi Enigma codes of 
World War II, and acknowl¬ 
edged as a brilliant mathe¬ 
matician, credited with father¬ 
ing modern computing. 

Conceived in India as a child of the 
Empire, he was born in London. He 
had an older brother, John, and as 
was often the case at the time, their 
father returned to India, followed by 
their mother, leaving the boys in the 
care of another family. 

Alan grew up during the Eirst 
World War and showed intellectual 
promise and broad interests. Almost 
accidentally discovering science, he 
was thrilled and fascinated by it. 

He was due to start at Sherborne 
public school just as the general strike 
of 1926 started. As there was no 
transport available, he cycled 60 
miles to get there on time. 

He didn’t agree with the way his 
books taught mathematics and did it 
his own way. But he wasn’t a one- 
topic student. He did English, Erench, 
physics, chemistry and Latin, and 
understood Einstein’s work. 

At King’s College, Cambridge, he 
did well at his studies, and was noted 
for finding solutions to logic and 
mathematical problems or simplifying 
solutions already known. He became 
a Don at the age of 22. 

In 1936, he wrote a paper on 


‘Computable Numbers’, having previ¬ 
ously imagined a universal machine 
and worked out its logic of operation. 

He had spent time in America at 
Princeton, indulging in sailing, row¬ 
ing and canoeing. After the war, he 
became a serious long-distance run¬ 
ner. 

Within 24 hours of the onset of 
World War II, Alan Turing reported to 
Bletchley Park. He played a major 
role in cracking the enigma codes. 

Cracking the codes was hard 
enough, but time was critical if the 
information was still to be useful. 
Turing’s design for the logic required 
and machines to use it made the dif¬ 
ference. He was not alone, but his 
input was vital. 

He contributed much to the devel¬ 
opment of computers after the war. 

He devised the Turing Test for arti¬ 
ficial intelligence which says that if 
you are unable to tell if you are com¬ 
municating with a machine or a per¬ 
son, then there is intelligence at the 
other end of the conversation. 

You can sign a petition on-line to 
have him honoured with his portrait 
on the next £10 note. Go to: 
http://epetitions. direct, gov. uk/ and 
enter ‘Alan Turing’. Click ‘View’ and 
follow instructions. 

Alan Turing shortened the war and 
saved countless lives. He richly 
deserves the recognition. 

For more information, telephone 
029 2070 8439. 

HOWARD 

DESMOND 


wonderful reminder of 
those heady days so few 
of us remember, that our 
grandparents and parents 
may have talked about. 

Lottery funding pro¬ 
vided a grant to expand 
the scope of the week¬ 
end, which also paid 
tribute to those brave 
men and women of the 
Royal Air Eorce who 
served this country so 
valiantly. 

This was an ideal set¬ 
ting for the young 
Cadets to see first hand 
the era of the 1940s 
when families suffered 
hardship, yet brought 
back the memories of 
the camaraderie experi¬ 
enced during those war 
years. 

The Spitfire, a full 
size replica of what our 
pilots flew, proved a 
magnet for the young¬ 
sters. 

Each of the cadets 
took a turn in the cock¬ 
pit of the Spitfire, per¬ 
haps imagining them¬ 
selves as fighter aces of 
yesteryear. 

Georgina, from Barry 
ATC, said: “It was a 
great weekend and I will 
never forget the oppor¬ 
tunity of sitting in the 
seat of the Spitfire.” 

If you have a spirit 
for adventure, 372 
Squadron has vacancies 
for boys and girls 
between 13-18 years. 

The Squadron parade 
on Mondays and 
Wednesdays, 7pm- 
9.30pm, behind Adams 
Funeral Parlour (by the 
Memorial Hall). Contact 
the Squadron on 01446 
747734, or email: 

372 @ aircadets.org 

GH 


Ailsa hanks £1,500 for charity 


ON A sunny Sunday 
afternoon recently, 

Ailsa Lloyd, who works 
at Barclays in Penarth, 
took part in the 39th 
annual sponsored walk, 
starting in Sophia 
Gardens, to raise 
money for The Society 
for the Protection of 
Unborn Children 
(SPUC). 

She raised £750 by collect¬ 
ing sponsors from her church, 
St Helen’s, Barry, and from 
friends, family and other sup¬ 
porters. It was matched 
pound for pound as part of 
the Barclays Community 
Investment ‘Charity Begins 
at Work’ programme, bring¬ 
ing the total to £1,500. 



Ailsa Lloyd raised £1,500for The Society for the Protection of 
Unborn Children (SPUC) in the recent walk at Sophia Gardens. 
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LOCAL BUSINESS 
PROUD TO SPONSOR 
MEMORIAL PLAQUE 



RIGHT: Sergeant 
First Class Peter 
Facchini, with Dr 
Jonathan Hicks, and 
Robert Fouracre. 
A PARADE and 
service led by the 
Reverend Malcolm 
Davies, took place 
on June 15, in King 
Square, Barry, to 
commemorate 
links between the 
American forces’ 
personnel who 
were based in and 
around the town 
during World War 
Two. 

Dignitaries at the 
service included Jane 
Hutt AM, the Deputy 
Mayor of the Vale, the 


Barry Town Mayor, 
and Dr Jonathan Hicks, 
as well as World War 
Two veterans, members 
of the re-enactment 
society and children 
from St Cyres School. 

A G Adams & Son, 
Funeral Directors in 


Barry, donated a plaque 
to the memory of all 
American Servicemen 
and Servicewomen 
who came to Barry 
between 1942 and 
1945. 

Robert Fouracre 
from A G Adams & 


Son said: “We were 
privileged to be able to 
provide and erect the 
plaque, a small but fit¬ 
ting gesture to count¬ 
less men and women 
from America, some of 
whom never returned 
home”. 


Penarth Ramblers trek 
around the three castles 


BILLED as a “mid¬ 
summer madness 
walk”, the sun came 
out for the long dis¬ 
tance Three Castles 
Walk recently when 
five other walkers 
joined William at 
White Castle. 

White, Grosmont and 
Skenfrith were built dur¬ 
ing the Norman era as 
the castles of the 
Trilateral, to defend the 
Welsh Marches, the 
remote and beautiful 
Monnow valley, and to 
protect the trading route 
from Hereford into 
Wales. 

White Castle was 
soon left behind as the 
group headed downhill 
through fields crossing 
both the Trerew Brook 
and the River Trothy to 
make their way up to St 
Mary’s Church at 
Llanfair Gilgoed. 

Away in the distance 
as they crossed farmland 
stood the hump of Graig 
Syfyrddin, or Edmund’s 


Tump, which at a height 
of 423-meters was their 
next challenge. 

Nearing the top they 
could gaze at the sweep¬ 
ing views of the Black 
Mountains and towards 
Abergavenny, whilst 
stopping for much need¬ 
ed refreshment before 
they passed through a 
beech wood to descend 
towards Grosmont. 

After viewing the cas¬ 
tle the group once more 
descended through fields 
containing foxgloves, 
and through more beau¬ 
tiful beech woods, 
before stopping to enjoy 
their hard-earned lunch 
in the sunshine. 

Descending into the 
enchanting Monnow 
Valley, they passed sev¬ 
eral farms and moved on 
to the delightful village 
of Skenfrith, where the 
castle lies beside the 
river Monnow in the val¬ 
ley, but more important¬ 
ly to the group was that 
the tea-room was open 
and they could enjoy a 
rest with their cuppa! 


After a brief stop at 
the Skenfrith village 
church, and with a lot 
more climbing ahead of 
them, the group carried 
on crossing the main 
B4521 to climb to the 
site of the old derelict 
Traveller’s Rest Inn. 

More climbs followed 
through fields, past 
farms and woods, until 
around ten minutes 
before the end the rain 
began, and as the group 
reached their finish at 
White Castle they 
learned that their weary 
legs had tramped 21.3 
miles in ten hours. 

On June 30, meet at 


9.30am at Cogan Leisure 
Centre for an eight-mile 
moderate walk, taking in 
Cowbridge, St Hilary 
and Llanblethian; con¬ 
tact Geraint on 029 
20515278. 

On July 1, meet at 
9.30am at Cogan for a 
nine-mile hard walk at 
Pen y Fan’s northern 
horseshoe; contact Robin 
on 029 20514051. 

On July 5, meet at 
7pm near the Colcot 
Arms, Barry for a 4.5- 
mile moderate walk at 
Merthyr Dyfan and the 
Goldsland Valley; con¬ 
tact Joy on 01446 
737131. JS 


to draw the raffle. 

Entertainment was 
provided by Emma 
from Barry Arts, and 
the delicious buffet was 


A very busy time 
for Cadoxton WI! 


ON Monday June 18, 
the branch celebrated 
the Diamond Jubilee 
with a party and were 
delighted when unex¬ 
pected guests arrived! 

The Queen (Marion 


Wenvoe ‘evacuees’ get 
send-off from the AM 


the vice-president). 
Prince Philip (the pres¬ 
ident’s husband) 

Prince Charles (hus¬ 
band of the minutes 
secretary) and Camilla 
(the minutes secretary) 
all stayed long enough 



THE children of Wenvoe 
Primary School played the role 
of young evacuees at the 
wartime weekend event in 
Barry when they boarded the 
steam train at Hood Road 
Station. 

The youngsters were Joined 
by the Vale’s AM Jane Hutt, 


who told The GEM: “It was 
also great to see Barry Island 
Station as it would have been in 
1942 when the American 
Soldiers arrived in the Vale for 
the D-Day preparations. 

“Well done to all those who 
took part in this important 
event in the history of Barry.” 


provided by the mem¬ 
bers. 

Tuesday (June 19) 
saw some of the mem¬ 
bers taking a bus trip 
to the Neath Canal 
where they enjoyed a 
trip in a narrow boat, 
lunch at 

Wetherspoon’s, and a 
trip home via the heads 
of the Valleys. 

Wednesday June 20 
was a treasure trail at 
Cardiff Bay organised 
by the WI Eederation 
with lots of walking, 
lots of talking and 
plenty of fun, plus 
aching legs. But it was 
worth the effort, espe¬ 
cially as we won a 
monetary prize and 
chocolates. 

The next meeting is 
July 16 at 7pm. Guests 
and new members wel¬ 
come. Contact: 01446 
404891. CW 


Teachers’ primary judging 
role at the Hay Festival 



TWO teachers from Holton 
Primary School attended a 
special judges event at this 
year’s Hay festival hosted 
by Radio 2. 

Mrs D Gall and Mrs M Brown 
were chosen to judge the primary 
age group entries. They had the 


celebrity judges sign school book 
marks and write messages to the 
pupils, back at school, to further 
encourage their love of literacy. 

Year-5 children also had their 
letters and pictures of ‘Mr Stink’ 
(this term’s class reading book) 
delivered personally to the author, 
David Walliams. 


“Unfortunately, the pupils who 
entered from the school didn’t 
make the final, but were excited to 
read and see the messages of sup¬ 
port from the judges. 

“The visit reinforced the 
school’s work of encouraging its 
pupils to engage with books and 
the written word. ” 


Success for young Cogan artists 


Cogan Nursery School 
pupils with their certifi¬ 
cates 

BUDDING artists at 
Cogan Nursery 
School are enjoying 
their first taste of 
success after a num¬ 
ber of pupils were 
named winners as 
part of the UK 
Children’s Fine Art 
competition. 

Cogan Nursery School 
pupil Mikey was named a 
county winner, while 
Suzanne and Olivia were 
runners-up. 

Megan, Evie-May, 

Nathan, Krish and Ellis 
were all highly commend¬ 
ed by the judging panel for their art projects. 

The talented bunch fought off some serious com¬ 
petition to claim their prizes as over 600 entries were 
submitted this year. 

“Creativity is an important part of the curriculum 
at Cogan Nursery School, the art work that all of the 
children produced was of the highest quality,” said 
headteacher Mrs Rowlands during a special presen¬ 
tation where children and teachers celebrated the 
success of the worthy winners and praised their 
efforts. 



Rotarians rally 
to Asthma Relief 

r 



Barry Rotarians have been supporting Asthma 
Relief by purchasing nebulisers. 
BARRY Rotarians have recently given 
their support to Asthma Relief by pur¬ 
chasing nebulisers. 

On Wednesday June 20, club president Dave 
Ball presented the nebulisers to Dr Keith Holgate at 
West Quay Medical Centre, Hood Road, Barry. 

During the year, the Rotary Club of Barry 
arranged a variety of successful fundraising events, 
the most recent being a charity duck race in 
Llancarfan. 


Pupils take 
to the water! 



JUNIOR children at 
Gladstone Primary 
have all had the 
opportunity to sample 
something a little bit 
different this term - a 
canoeing and kayak¬ 
ing session at Cardiff 
International White 
Water. 

Headteacher Mrs 
Newman made the deci¬ 
sion to provide this expe¬ 
rience for all the children 
in KS2, as a way of 
enriching the curriculum 
and giving the children 
the chance to experience 
something they may 
never have experienced 
before. 

The feedback from the 
children has been posi¬ 
tive, with one child even 
choosing to book his 
birthday party at CIWW! 
Year-6 children are tak¬ 
ing the experience one 


step further and will have 
a go at white water raft¬ 
ing, as a special treat to 
mark the end of their 
time at Gladstone. 

Meanwhile, many of 
the female staff at 
Gladstone are limbering 
up in preparation for this 
year’s Race for Life to be 
held in Cardiff on 
Sunday, July 15: 21 
members of staff have 
made the commitment to 
complete the 5km race to 
honour the memory of a 
very special parent who 
recently lost her battle 
with cancer. 

To help Gladstone 
Girls to raise money to 
fight cancer, please spon¬ 
sor them directly at the 
school, online at 
www.raceforlifespon- 
sorme.org/GladstoneGirl 
s, or Helen Reilly on 
01446 771290/07989 

411206. 



































Thursday, June 28th, 2012 


www.facebookxom/slamorsansem • www,twitter,com/sem news 


THE GEM - 17 


Royal stamp 
of approval! 



Evan Pryce (year 
CHILDREN from 
local primary 
schools helped set 
the scene for staff 
and learners at 
Palmerston Adult 
and Community 
Learning centre 
when they hosted a 
tea party to cele¬ 
brate the Jubilee. 

Learners and staff 
einoyed music from the 
fifties and an old-fash¬ 
ioned tea of home made 
cakes. 

Schools were invited 
to enter a competition to 
design a royal stamp. 
More than 350 entries 
poured into the centre. 

“We been over¬ 
whelmed by the number 
of entries we have 
received" said Adult 
Learning Manager 
Debbie Lewis.” The 
designs have filled the 
walls from floor to ceil¬ 
ing! We have queens, 
castles and corgis in 
their hundreds. It has 


6) at Y Boat Faen. 
given us a wonderful 
display for the Jubilee 
Celebrations and for our 
adult learners to enjoy!” 

Winning designs were 
selected from each 
school and each received 
a Royal Jubilee Goody 
Bag. 

Keon Year 1 
Cadoxton Primary. 

Courtney - Infants of 
Palmerston Primary. 

Jayden - Reception of 
St Helens Infants School. 

Cora -Year 6 of All 
Saints Church in Wales. 

Jenna -Year 4 of 
Holton Primary. 

Arron -Year 4 of Sully 
Primary. 

Imogen -Year 6 of 
Llangan Primary. 

Evan -Year 6 of Y 
Bont Faen. 

Palmerston centre 
thanked schools for tak¬ 
ing part and learners and 
staff for their contribu¬ 
tions to the royal tea 
party, which raised funds 
for breast cancer 
research. 


Vale MP drops in on 
Older People’s 
Strategy Forum event 



Vale MPAlun Cairns, chairman Mike Edwards, vice chairperson 
Lynda Wallis and Jane Weldon, chairperson of Age Discrimination. 


VALE MP Alun Cairns called 
in to meet the Vale Older 
People’s Strategy Forum team 
as they held an awareness 
event at the Central Library 
in Barry last week. 

The forum held the day-long 
information and elder abuse aware¬ 
ness event to ensure that as many 
people as possible could find out 
about the forum and the services it 
provides. 

The Vale MP was welcomed by 
chairman Mike Edwards, vice¬ 
chairperson Lynda Wallis and Jane 
Weldon, chairperson of Age 
Discrimination. 

With a host of information stalls 
within the library, visitors to the 


event were able to find out useful 
information regarding housing, the 
benefits available for the elderly, 
volunteering opportunities, the 
handyvan service and how to recog¬ 
nise elder abuse. 

Mr Cairns said: “It was great to 
meet the team at the Vale Older 
People Strategy Forum event. 

“The Forum provides a vital 
service for the older generation 
right across the Vale, and this event 
was a great way to let people know 
about the benefits and support 
available.” 

To find out more about the Vale 
Older People’s Strategy Forum, visit: 
WWW. valeopf. org. uk. 


Supply Teaching Agency 
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Cash aid for schools 
in Armed Forces’ 
catchment area 


SCHOOLS in the 
Vale have been 
given grant aid to 
help Service fami¬ 
lies overcome any 
difficulties as they 
settle in to their 
new schools. 

Seven schools in the 
Vale were delighted 
recently to receive 
notification that their 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


Elderly 

forum 

THE Older People's 
Commissioner for 
Wales (OPC) Sarah 
Rochira visited Barry 
Central library recent¬ 
ly, to promote the Elder 
Abuse Awareness Day 
event hosted by the Vale 
of Glamorgan Older 
People's Strategy 
Eorum (OPSE). 

The newly-appointed 
commissioner said she 
intends to spend much of 
her time talking directly 
to older people and older 
people’s organisations, to 
hear the concerns of 
older people in Wales. 

The forum welcomed 
MP Alun Cairns, Jane 
Hutt AM for the Vale, 
and Janice Birch, Vale 
Deputy Mayor, who 
came to give their sup¬ 
port to the Awareness 
Day event. 


bid to the Ministry of 
Defence (MoD) to get 
funds to support 
Eorces families had 
been successful. 

Llantwit Major 
Comprehensive 
School, and its six 
feeder primary 
schools, St Illtyd, St 
Athan, Llanilltud 
Eawr, Eagles well, 
Rhoose and Wick, 
worked with Army 
and Air Eorces per¬ 


sonnel from the St 
Athan base to put for¬ 
ward the bid, which 
will total just over 
£65,000. 

A school spokes¬ 
woman said: 
“Elements of the bid 
include employing a 
family and schools’ 
support officer, who 
will work alongside 
two parent pupil sup¬ 
port officers currently 
working in the com- 


PDSA offer free 
MoTs for dogs 

VALE dog owners 
will be able to 
bring their pets 
along for a free 
health check at 
PDSA’s PetCheck 
vehicle, which 
returns to the Vale 
between 

Wednesday, July 
11-Friday, July 13. 

The veterinary chari¬ 
ty’s annual UK-wide 
PetCheck tour, which 
this year celebrates its 
10th birthday, will be at 
the following locations 
from 10am-5pm: 

Wednesday, July 11- 
Victoria Park, Victoria 
Park Road, Cadoxton, 


Barry; 

Thursday, July 12 - 
Porthkerry Country 
Park, Barry; 

Friday, July 13 - 
Llantwit Major RFC, 
Boverton Road, 

Llantwit Major. 

A PDSA Vet Nurse 
will examine the weight, 
body-shape, teeth, eyes, 
coat and general fitness 
of canine visitors, and 
will also offer free 
advice about other pets. 

Microchipping and 
nail clipping will be 
available at a low cost. 

For safety reasons, 
only dogs can be 
brought along to the 
PetCheck vehicle. 


prehensive school. 

“Their role will be 
to liaise with six part- 
time Learning 
Support Assistants in 
targeting support for 
Forces families for 
wellbeing, literacy and 
numeracy in the pri¬ 
mary schools. 

“The grant will also 
enable the primary 
schools to buy addi¬ 
tional resources to 
support the project. 

Mrs Leanne 
Pownall, assistant 
headteacher at 
Llantwit Major High 
School, said: “We are 
delighted to receive 
this grant. It will 
enable the very effec¬ 
tive transition work 
between our schools to 
develop even more”. 


BLUE FLAGS FLY AGAIN IN 
THE 
VALE 


BLUE FLAGS have 
again been awarded 
to Barry Island’s 
Whitmore Bay and 
Penarth Marina for 
their respective 
beach and marina 
facilities. 

Court Neil Moore, 
Leader of the Vale 
Council said: “Across 
the world, Blue Flag 
status provides an 
instantly recognisable 
guarantee that water¬ 
side locations meet 
recognised standards 
including cleanliness, 
certain facilities, readi¬ 
ly available water safe¬ 
ty information, a clear 
commitment to environ¬ 
mental education and 
high standards of water 
quality for bathing. ” 



Celebrating Blue Flag status at Whitmore Bay, from top left, Colin 
Smith, Vale Council works manager; Conn Neil Moore, Leader of the 
council; Conn Lis Burnett, cabinet member for business innovation, 
regeneration and economic development planning and transportation, 
including tourism and Conn Gwyn John, cabinet member for leisure, 
parks, culture and sports development. 


PACT meetings 


BUTTRILLS PACT, 

June 28, Philip John 
Community Room, Barry 
Library, Tynewydd Road, 
at 6.30pm. 

BONVILSTON coffee 
and Chat, June 28, Red 
Lion Public House at 
11am. 

ST ATHAN PACT, July 
1, Gathering Place, 

2pm. 

YSTRADOWEN coffee 
and chat, July 3, Village 
Hall at Ham. 
CADOCPACT, July 3, 
Palmerston Community 


Learning Centre at 6pm. 
ILLTYD PACT, July 4, 
Mount Sorrel Hotel, 
Porthkerry Road, 7pm. 
COWBRIDGE PACT, 
July 9, Fire Station, 
Druids Green, 7pm. 
LLANTWIT PACT, July 

10, Llantwit Leisure 
Centre at 7pm. 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 
PACT surgery, July 11, 
Ogmore-by-Sea 
Lifeguard Hut, 7pm. 
WENVOE PACT, July 

11, Wenvoe Community 
Hall, 7pm. 


HEODORE 



01656 648936 

Bridgend Industrial Estate 
(Rear of Celtic lyres) CF31 3AQ 



www.theodorereclamation.co.uk 

Weekends 8.30 - 12.15; Weekdays 8.30 - 4.15 


PGli Paul Gentile Jewellers pQ 


BARRY 


lo 





King Square 
BARRY 
CF62 8HB 

01446 746871 


We also offer o wedding ring 
design service. 

With your imagination and 
our expertise 

we are able to craft a ring that 
is exclusive and unique to you. 


WWW.PAULGENTILE JEWELLERS.CO.UK 
Visit our website and register your details for: 

• Entry into our free monthly draw 

• Exclusive online offers to registered users 


facebook.com/PGJewellers 


@PG Jewellers 


SUMMER EVENT 
AT PAUL GENTILE'S 
BARRY 

SAT 30th JUNE 

NEW RANGE OF PENDANT 
& CHARM COLLECTIONS 
IN STORE NOW 

COME ALONG AND JOIN 
US ON OUR FUN DAY 

GOODY BAGS, FREE RAFFLE 
AND A BEAUTIFUL 

GIFT WITH EVERY PURCHASE OF 

ON THE DAY 

NIBBLES & 
DRINKS FOR ALL 
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VALEPLUS’ 10th ‘BIRTHDAY’ 



D.B. FRANCIS LJi 


GAS MAINTENANCE & ^ J 

GAS SERVICE ENGINEER^ 


www.dbfrancis.co.uk 



• All Gas and Oil Appliances Serviced 

• Gas and Oil Central Heating Installation 

• Boiler Up-grades 

• Heating Controls Up-dated 

• Individually designed systems to customers 
specification 

• Twelve months guarantee 

• Good after-sales service and maintenance 


B A ^ 

SSL A.C.O.R Approved 


FREEPHONE 0800 298 1045 

Unit 21c Vale Business Park, Llandow,CF71 7PF 
Tel: 01446 771112 Fax: 01446 771175 


THIS picture was taken at the recent garden 
party marking the 10th anniversary of 
Valerius in Barry. 

The charity provides lifelong learning and 
leisure opportunities for people with a learning 
disability, and was set up in 2002 by two teach¬ 
ers Melanie Carter and Steve Thomas. 


Charity welcomes 
commissioner 


AGE CONCERN 
Senior Health Shop 
was delighted recently 
that Sarah Rochia, 
newly-appointed com¬ 
missioner for older 
people spent her first 
morning at the shop in 
Holton Road, Barry. 

The shop is run by 
older volunteers for 
other older people and 
the community. She 
remarked: “It’s an 

inspiration to us all. 
What comes across so 
strongly was just how 
much energy and drive 
older people have, and 


how the support, advice 
and friendship provided 
by people at the centre is 
for some a lifeline'. ” 

During the course of 
the morning, she joined 
in a class, remarking on 
the friendliness of the 
group. 

The visit also made 
the lunchtime and 
evening news highlight¬ 
ing her visit. 

She said she would 
visit the centre again in 
six months to report 
what had been attained, 
and thanked the volun¬ 
teers for all their hard 
work and dedication. GF 


News in and out of class at 
Ysgol Gy fun Bro Morgannwg 



YSGOL Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg pupils 
have been taking 
part in the annual 
‘Scientific 
Mathematical 
Competition’ set by 
Bangor University. 

The competition is 
open to year-8 pupils and 
every year there are over 
1000 participants from 
across Wales. 

Every participant 

receives a certificate and 
prizes are awarded to 
those who are judged to 
have reached the highest 
standard. With the coop¬ 
eration of Urdd Gobaith 
Cymru, the prizes are 
awarded annually at the 
Urdd National 

Eisteddfod. 

Very few pupils reach 
the pinnacle - some 
seven or eight throughout 
Wales - and so the fact 
that three pupils from 


Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg, in care of 
their teacfcr Mr Ithel 
Davies, have succeeded 
to reach such heights 
deserves recognition. 

Many congratulations 
to the following pupils 
on their success:Aled 
George, Rhodri Davies 
and Brendan Scott. 

IT was a pleasure to wel¬ 
come Tom Blumberg, 
one of Bro 

Morgannwg’s first 
pupils, back to school 
recently. 

Having graduated 
from Mountview in 
London, Tom is now act¬ 
ing on Rownd a Rownd 
on S4C. It was a memo¬ 
rable experience for 
years 7, 8 and 9 to hear 
more about his budding 
career as an actor, his 
early years in Bro 
Morgannwg and the 
importance of the Welsh 
language to him. 


Time to unwind 



HOT 

TUBS 

from 

£3,799 


Local supplier showroom in Pyle 
01656 741 625 
BOS Leisure, 12 Marshfield Avenue 
Pyle, Bridgend. CF336RX 

www.bosleisure.co.uk 


OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK EXCEPT BPIOGENO WHICH IS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • WHEEL ALIGNMENT SPECIALISTS 


THE NUMBER 1 
FOR TYRES IN 
SOUTH WALES 


GOOD 




Rmgi Tyw | 

P ritw M wn Sudgsc 

isvrartii iMh 

lis/Tunna OIm 

inmii i«3ji 
iTMsnni i41m 

Rmm 
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EXHAUSTS*! BRAKES’ I BATTERIES 


3 VMrWtarrwty 


MKktt^/Raor 

W«a 

iSiao £70.40 

Rwv* 8f 1 1.14. «e or 

SSSI £76.00 

Mkr« 1.0, 

£73.30 


£35.80 

Ol»1£.14.01O4 

M88» £34.00 

beortIA, 14 t4Q0 

1136 £38.80 


*Mull8y6 


£42.87 


BETTER 


MU Ronot Tfrio 

4 4 - M. - e 

j 

iiMMisicni iSlu 
IIMHKIIM iSTaO 
suNim iMlM 
swsMpnii Mm\ 

fkwmtamm 

nMMntao(54LM 

mmuita cMlM 
svMtniii rfOuN 

I phB44 * y—r 


tar 



AH prioM ioclydt VAT 
balance, valve, fitting 
and casing disposal 


rtnon/vrAfi 


m 

Tqp BrMdTyrM 

wb«sbo»(59.n 

UNKACSfiJ.M 

S9NltUi.f79AI 

ruMiEU.(MM 

aMmvasYdti* 

!S«Htraii<*CnQjW 

mmim cI2&m 
mmtimmicIILm 

014444 |44nB A f4Ur 


Driving down 
^^r1tain%:||4^l costs. 


Buy 2 QoqMNv tvw 



Oridgend Industrial Estate Dmdiir# Road off Penarth Ro«bd 

01656 657424 029 20 221201 

* •Iitn’va*tH. nnrl M0T» nt r»ir BnrtgfvnH »t te r» 


wiAfw.celtlctyrea.co.uk 




TYRES EXKAUSTS- BATTERIES DRAKES' SUSPESSION MOT' VrrP3<iEMWEEATI0N 
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TOWN & COUNTRY FURNITURE 


WITH MORE CHOICE THAN EVER BEFORE!!! 

OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 10.00 AM - 3.30PM 


CARDIFF - Sloper Road Store 


BRIDGEND - Town Centro Store 




ami tntxssasi 

£1187 


ZEMTH 


atir£399 

4<Kr 

i^C499 

s«w 

tB i t CS9 9 

84Mr 

(irif£699 


HALLE 


RffLEJC 


7 ifiinjad 


I frm hrt* 


mmmm 

£499 


£34 


£349 


AROOMFDUOF 
RJRNmjREATA 
BARGAIN PRICE 

IMtMU..* t 4.;,Wife IMS! 
• )i«*ev4»5n 


ZENITH 

1 r' t ' ft 

ife.£399 

.«.£499 

trSSIS 


PHOENIX 

SUOING 

DOOR 


New * 
‘Select’ I ' 
sleek L|p 
sliding 1^ 
door 

wardrobe 


£749 


Available in many size 
and Colour Options 


FREE DELIVERY AND ASSEMBLY 


KENT 


IMPERIAL 

laciintltf : 

kuJL 

E»n«W 

0fri 


IMPERIAL 

(vnvfS- 

Zv MONMmii 

•I T’l 




£409 


£54 9 

CfXOUR I 


£399 


Choice of memorv Foam 


MoeriM 


STOCK •• MCMf 


THIS IS JUST A SMALL SELECTION 




© 

mBT 


Price includes 
^ Mattress ^ 

Store-Max {I j 
Lift up IL: ^ 
Storage Bed 


Fabulous 

choice 

of 


^3’0"JAZZ 

^ NMf 2 rWrt StW ; 

wcainiMari>£195 


2 DRAWER DlVm 

»«i^%r'r£299l! 


I'6" JAZZ n 

nrRr(9iP|f £239!! 


y Modern 

SdL M and 


Only 


Traditional 


£449 


so MANY NEW OFFERS AT TOWN & COUNTRY 




Prestige ^ 
Harrison Bedsg 

Tailor made to 
your requirements. 
Exceptional quality^ - 
at an affordable 


Revolutionary 

Pocket 

Springs 




1 


price. 


Now at... Unit 1 
Gripoly Mill, Sloper Road 
Cardiff CF11 8AA 
Tel: 02920 227289 




Bridgend Town Centre 

opposite Wilkinsons (easy parking) 
Sat nav US-CF31 1BZ 

Tel: 01656 653147 


NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 10.00am - 3.30pm 
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Cut out and save this page... 






Numb®** 
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— ' ^ /Wormy Tiler 
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. 1 d vvall <£ Floor Tiling 
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I !rSr 7 S 2/07854 16845 | 

w ww.bonnytilerf O::^^,^ 

? -7/ ‘ ^ ' 
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fsional&Afford^Ki- 


flSCAEPUWBVLH 

' . Loft Conversions 

7 Fitted Kitchens 

, Aii Roofing Works 

• Aii Carpentry and 
Building Work 
Carried out 



07973 


/ 01446 753755 


.* r . ^ r -f' ■ - ^ , pr ■ r, ■ 

^ y.V I 
Call a plumber ^ ,■ -, 

^ f '-Jj 



Pun^iR 

01446 402482 
07548 S 20412 

Prompt, friendly, 
>ow rates 





K."Sff,Sr 

HSS^- 

„:;:vfe'?&s2 


.V 

;r 1077643iJ£E_" Jr■ 

I -; S’-; ■ Sweep your chimney 

1 I 


y ':;f ^nn a v nn 


STAY PRESS 

IRONING SERVICES 

If your ironing is building 
up, don’t get depressed, 

Contact Sue at Stay Press . . . 

“LET US DO IT FOR YOU” ^WJ 
Prices start from £10 for a mixed bag of 
20 items - phone for more information 

01446 719045 

staypressironing @ hotmail.co.uk 
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Tribute to motorcyclist 
who died in road crash 



SOUTH Wales 
Police have named 
the man who died 
following a road 
traffic collision on 
the Ewenny road, 
on June 20, as 
Darren Hancox. 

He was aged 38, and 
was from Llanedeyrn 
in Cardiff. 

His parents, Garry 


Airport task 
force group’s 
first meeting 


A NEW high-pow¬ 
ered body, set up to 
consider the future of 
Cardiff Airport, met 
for the first time yes¬ 
terday. 

It met in the after- 
math of recent strong 
criticisms voiced by 
Carwyn Jones AM, the 
First Minister. 

Passenger numbers 
have declined in recent 
years, while in contrast, 
its nearest rival, Bristol 
Airport, has seen pas¬ 
senger numbers rise sig¬ 
nificantly 

Mr Jones has forced 
the pace on discussions, 
once telling a debate in 
the Senedd that he 
would not bring visitors 
into Wales through the 
airport because it gave a 


poor impression. 

He has also called on 
the airport’s Spanish 
owners, Abertis, to 
either invest in it, or sell 
it to someone who will. 

The First Minister 
chaired the first meeting 
of the Cardiff Airport 
Task Force yesterday 
(Wednesday). 

The special group, set 
up by the First Minister, 
included representatives 
from Cardiff Airport, St 
Athan Enterprise Zone, 
British Airways 
Maintenance, CBI 
Wales, the South Wales 
Chamber of Commerce, 
trade unions, the Vale 
Council and the Welsh 
Local Government 
Association. 


and Tegwen, paid trib¬ 
ute to him, saying: 
“Darren was a much¬ 
loved son and brother 
to Amanda, brother-in- 
law to Matthew, uncle 
to Cerys and Cameron, 
and close to family 
friend Sian. 

“He was an experi¬ 
enced motorcycle rider 
and was always work¬ 
ing on his bike to keep 
it in perfect condition. 

“Motorcycling was 
his great passion. 

“He worshipped his 
niece and nephew and 
was dedicated to his 
family. He lived life to 
the full and was always 
calm, smiling and 
happy. 

“We are all devastat¬ 
ed and heartbroken 
and will cherish all the 
great times and won¬ 
derful memories 
Darren gave us.” 

He had been a taxi 
driver in Cardiff for 
the past four years. 

A police spokesman 


said: “The collision 
happened when Mr 
Hancox was riding his 
Honda 600cc motorcy¬ 
cle towards St Brides 
Major on the B4265 
road from Ewenny, 
when it collided with a 
white Ford transit van 
that was travelling in 
the opposite direction.” 

Police are appealing 
for anyone who wit¬ 
nessed the collision, or 
saw the manner in 
which the vehicles were 
being driven prior to 
the collision. 

Officers are also 
particularly keen to 
speak to two pedal 
cyclists who provided 
assistance at the scene. 

Anyone with infor¬ 
mation is asked to con¬ 
tact the Roads Policing 
Unit on 01656 869332, 
or 101, or 

Crimestoppers free on 
0800 555 111. 


Llanmaes Festival 

LLANMAES FESTIVAL, in partnership 
with the Blacksmith’s Arms beer festival, 
will be held on Saturday June 30, on the 
village green between 1pm and 5pm. 

There will be a whole host of attractions, includ¬ 
ing traditional games such as splat the rat, hook-a- 
duck, stocks, skittles, individual stalls, and dog 
show and agility course. This year will also see the 
Aberthin Tractor Boys. Admission free. 


The 'ULTIMATE 
WORKOUT' 

the ONLY Workout youll ever need! 

Starting from July... 

If you want real 
results, 

all you need is the 
Ultimate Workout 
featuring 

‘Metabolic Mayhem’ 
and 

‘Total Body’ sessions 

Unit 2c & d, Palmersvale Business Centre 
Barry, CF63 2XA (behind VFM) 

07919 973884 



Starting ear^ 
the oi 


'itness goers 
kouV. 


The Ultimate Workout comprises two different sessions - Metabolic Mayhem and Total 
Body. Metabolic Mayhem is a resistance based Cardio session 
utilising body weight and equipment such as ropes, Kettlebells, Tyres and Powerbags. 

This will get your heart working hard whilst still building lean tissue. Total Body is a 
strength based session, again using Kettlebells, Powerbags, medicine balls and tyres. 
These sessions are proven to be the most effective 
for both fitness and fat loss. 

For timetable and further details of classes and other services, checkout the website at: 

www.solutions-fitness. co. uk 


THE 

FURNITURE 

SALE 

This Week's Exceptional Offers 


Kingstown 

Signature 
Combination Robe 

Was £1179.95 

Now 

£ 699.95 

25% OFF 



And all for only 

£ 1359.95 


The Provence 

\n ir rsit ithr * 

- WT r 

50% zif 

r- '■ I - 

r^ujv'.^Tf 

filF.lii* 


The fantastic 
Lazboy Gizmo Chair. 
Complete with in built 
frkigo. speekefv minsege 
/heat functions and a 
bluetooth control pmd 




Km tJ.'VI I Am t«« V 

Now £1399.951 Now £179.95 



AH offers valid for 7 days only (until y\fednesday 4th Arty) 


1-- u,-- 

■ Bs 

r 4 r CavKboafe cr7l IPA 


SAT NAVCP71 7PA , 
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Camping in the Vale 
hits ‘Perfect Pitch’ 



Alun Davies, Deputy Minister for European Programmes with Nicola Sumner-Smith, 
Creative Rural Communities, and four of the new campsite proprietors 
at the launch of ‘The Perfect Pitch: Coastal Camping in the Vale’. 


A Popular Choice 

Park Crescent, Barry.. 


Customer service key 
for family businesses 


FIVE Vale 
landowners are 
preparing to wel¬ 
come more than 
4,000 campers to 
their new trial 
campsites this sum¬ 
mer, following their 
official launch on 
June 14. 

As the Vale prepares 
to host this year’s 
National Eisteddfod, and 
with spending on domes¬ 
tic camping and caravan 
trips up 11 per cent last 
year, demand for camp¬ 
ing sites in the area is 
expected to increase dra¬ 
matically. 

Funded by Creative 


BROADCLOSE 
FARM, Broadclose, 
Moulton, CF62 3AB, 
will be open to the 
public on Sunday, 
July 8, from 1pm- 
5pm. 

It has a relaxing, 
colourful garden plant¬ 
ed from scratch 14 
years ago,a fruit 
orchard with many 


Rural Communities, the 
six new campsites, col¬ 
lectively known as ‘The 
Perfect Pitch: Coastal 
Camping in the Vale’, 
are part of a trial to help 
local landowners to 
diversify their business 
while meeting the 
demand for camping in 
the area. 

The six new tempo¬ 
rary campsites each have 
their own unique selling 
points, which include 
pick your own picnic 
spots, close proximity to 
the new Heritage Coast 
and open spaces for fam¬ 
ily fun and games. 

Following its ‘Pride in 
our Farming Families’ 
scheme, which aimed to 


garden 

unusual varieties, eg: 
apricots, mulberries, 
perry pear. There are 
roses in borders and 
over arches, many left¬ 
overs from show gar¬ 
dens - statues, woven 
willow sheep as seen at 
Hampton Court last 
year, box edged herba¬ 
ceous borders, and 
herb and soft fruit. 


encourage farm diversi¬ 
fication, Creative Rural 
Communities found that 
a number of farmers 
were interested in open¬ 
ing campsites. 

Creative Rural 
Communities launched 
its Coastal Camping 
pilot scheme as part of 
the Pride in the Vale 
project at the end of 
2011, offering landown¬ 
ers assistance with plan¬ 
ning, funding, licensing 
and practical require¬ 
ments needed to set up 
trial campsites. 

As a result, six suit¬ 
able locations were iden¬ 
tified to develop tempo¬ 
rary campsites which 
have the long term pos¬ 
sibility of acquiring full 
planning permission, 
should the trial be a suc¬ 
cess. 

Glyn George is co¬ 
owner of the Heritage 
Coast Campsite with his 
wife Philippa. He said: 
“In these difficult eco¬ 
nomic times the Perfect 
Pitch is going to have a 
positive impact on strug¬ 
gling rural communities, 
creating employment 
opportunities and attract¬ 
ing visitor spending in 


the area. 

“With the ‘staycation’ 
set to be even bigger this 
year, the support from 
Creative Rural 
Communities has really 
given us a kick start to 
set up a campsite for 
families and couples in 
Monknash. 

“From licensing, plan¬ 
ning and health and safe¬ 
ty, to marketing and 
grading, we’ve also been 
given some expert 
advice through the initia¬ 
tive, so we’re ready and 
rearing to go. We can’t 
wait to welcome our first 
campers this summer!” 

Alun Davies, Deputy 
Minister for European 
Programmes, who offi¬ 
cially launched the new 
campsites, said: “It’s 
great to see how this 
project is using Welsh 
Government rural devel¬ 
opment plan funding 
creatively to provide 
alternative income for 
farm businesses and 
landowners, as well as 
providing huge benefit 
for the wider rural com¬ 
munity.” 

Nicola Sumner-Smith, 
senior rural regeneration 
officer at Creative Rural 
Communities, said: 
“These six new camp¬ 
sites will be a welcome 
addition to the accom¬ 
modation offer in the 
Vale. With the additional 
influx of visitors expect¬ 
ed to attend the National 
Eisteddfod 2012, we 
look forward to being 
able to provide alterna¬ 
tive accommodation to 
cater for a wide range of 
campers.” 

For more information 
on The Perfect Pitch: 
please go to: www.per- 
fectpitchcamping. co. uk. 

Advisors 

ON July 3, Ian Folks, 
from the MS Society in 
Cardiff, will be at the 
Senior Health Shop, 

38 Holton Road, 

Barry, from 10am to 
12 noon to give advice 
to carers and their 
families. Contact 
01446 732385for fur¬ 
ther information. 

Arthritis advisor 
Gillian will be avail¬ 
able on Thursday, July 
5, at the Senior Health 
Shop. 


T he Park 

Crescent and 
Romilly area 
is at the heart of 
Barry’s West End, 
with businesses pro¬ 
viding niche servic¬ 
es for the town’s 
community. 

Here the emphasis is 
on family concerns giv¬ 
ing that extra individual 
attention to customers - 
something national 
chains can find difficult 
to deliver. 

Meryl Hopkin, of 
Room Designs, is cele¬ 
brating the second 
anniversary of her interi¬ 
or design business, 
which in the last two 
years has gone from 
strength to strength. 

Meryl explained: “We 
get lots of recommenda¬ 
tions from people who 
have been so pleased 
with our service that 
they have told their 
friends about us. 

“People appreciate the 
fact that we offer free 
consultations and advice 
before they make the 
decision on what they 
want to do.” 

Room Designs prides 
itself on its friendly, 
helpful staff. 


Meryl added: “To cel¬ 
ebrate our second 
anniversary, we are run¬ 
ning a special offer 
throughout the whole of 
July. 

“If anybody brings in 
our advertisement from 
The GEM they will get 
10 per cent off the 
‘Prestigious Fabrics and 
Wallpaper’ range.” 

For animal lovers, 
Care4Pets is a godsend. 
Alison Moya has been 
providing services for 
pet lovers for 12 years. 

“We started with an 
agency providing ‘home 
boarding’ for dogs so 
that they didn’t have to 
go to kennels, which can 
be stressful. They go to 
the carer’s home. 

“We also provided 
dog walking, house vis¬ 
iting for smaller animals, 
or homes with multiple 
pets - everyone is CRB 
checked.” 

Now, Alison and her 
fully-trained members of 
staff offer dog grooming 
at their salon in Park 
Crescent. 

“We have six 
groomers in all and 
operate six days a week 
from Monday to 
Saturday. 

“We can do all breeds 
and sizes of dogs, and 


poodles are a speciality. 

“An average price for 
a groom would be £25.” 

The salon also sup¬ 
plies lots of ‘doggy’ and 
animal accessories such 
as beds, coats, collars 
and the like. 

Alison is also happy 
to give people advice, 
particularly in the early 
days with puppies when 
people are unsure about 
how to deal with a par¬ 
ticular issue. 

Florantina Florists, 
which is owned by the 
Kellaway family, adds 
that splash of colour to 
Park Crescent. 

John explained: “The 
shop was started by my 
mother and father, Jan 
and Den, 22 years ago. 

“We’re a Barry family 
and provide bouquets for 
anniversaries and birth¬ 
days, and specialise in 
funeral tributes.” 

The shop is a kaleido¬ 
scope of colour, exuding 
the perfume of hundreds 
of flowers. 

Two hundred yards 
further down Park 
Crescent, straight across 
the mini roundabout, and 
onto St Nicholas Road, 
is The Grapevine, a store 
for all those with a pas¬ 
sion for wine - it has its 
own customer car park. 

The Grapevine pro¬ 
vides a great selection of 
wines from around the 
world at prices that more 
than compete with 
national supermarkets. 

Added to that, Alan 
Petersen and the staff 
will offer expert opin¬ 
ions on what wine will 
be the best to lighten the 
mood of an evening or 
complement a meal with 
friends. 

The staff are qualified 
in the General Wine 
Certificate of 
Knowledge too. 

There’s a huge choice 
of chilled wines, beers 
and cider - but a lot 


more besides. 

Alan explained: “We 
now have an additional 
general convenience 
section which means 
people can pick up 
things like bread and 
milk, and we have a 
‘deli’ selection too with 
cold meats, cheeses, 
bacons, sausages, hams 
and eggs. 

“We have recently 
made a couple more 
additions to our drinks 
range - Fentimans soft 
drinks and San 
Pellegrino soft drinks.” 

The Grape Vine is 
open every day from 
9.30am to 10pm except 
on Sundays, when it 
opens at 10am and runs 
’til 10pm. 

Other businesses also 
provide valued services 
throughout the daytime 
and evenings. 

The Park public house 
enjoys a steady stream 
of customers who enjoy 
having a drink while 
they watch the afternoon 
racing, or evening crick¬ 
et or football on TV. 

Harvey’s Fish and 
Chips on Vale Street 
helps out busy families 
who want to spare them¬ 
selves the chore of cook¬ 
ing at lunchtime or the 
end of the day. 

It trades across lunch 
hours and from 5pm to 
10pm daily, apart from 
on Sundays. 

The march of super¬ 
market chains means 
that small and medium 
sized retailers need the 
support of the communi¬ 
ty more than ever. 

The Park Crescent, 
Porthkerry Road, and 
Romilly area businesses 
are run by local people 
committed to their cus¬ 
tomers, so next time 
you ’re in the area have a 
browse - you ’ll like the 
things you see and the 
people you ’ll meet. 


SPECTRUM SINGERS 
WOW ST LAWRENCE 



The Spectrum Singers performed at St Lawrence at Lavernock. 


THE concert by the Spectrum 
Singers over the recent open 
weekend at St Lawrence at 
Lavernock was played to a 
full house. 

The sung programme - directed by 
Stuart Edwards - was complemented 
by carefully selected readings from 
Shelagh Greenland, and the whole 


evening proved to be an ideal mid¬ 
summer performance. 

The interior of St Fawrence had 
been decorated by the Friends flower 
group on a theme of celebrating the 
local community, incorporating refer¬ 
ences to many local attractions and 
places of interest. 

MK-O 
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^eUe^ome 

Unisex Haif Salon 

Quality Hairdressing. 
Precision Cutting and Colours. 

Stockists of Schwarzkopf Products. 
Providing a Friendly Service. 
Booking Advisable 

116c Park Crescent, BARRY 

7^/01446 734666 


FISH & CHIPS • PIES • PASTIES • CURRT^ 

/ * ' ^ 

Celebrate Jubilee Weekend 

The great British Tradition with... 

HARVEY'S 

Traditional Fish & Chip Bar 

Mon-Sat Lunchtimes & Evenings; Sun 5pm-10pm 
GAP’S SPECIAL 

Fish’n’Chips £3,10 

Large parties catered for 
2 VALE STREET (Off Pork Crescent), BARRY 
Food Hygiene Rating 5 

Tel. 01446 735539 


Markos Asprou 

Gentlemen’s Barbers 
SPECIALISTS IN 

^ Styling & ^ 
Quality Cuts 

20 Park Crescent, BARRY 

Tel: 01446 733349 


Cart 4 Pets 


Professional Home Pet Care 

•iZ •iZ 

6 REQUIRED 6 

Responsible mature 
people for established 
DOG WALK 
in Cowbridge/Bridgend 
area and 

• DOG SITTERS • 
in all areas. 

120 Park Crescent, 
Barry CF62 6HE 


• Home Boarding 

• House Sitting 

• Home Visiting 

• Dog Walking 

• Dog Grooming 

Tel: 01446 744633 
Local rate: 0845 456 5338 
www.care-4-pets.co.uk 


Halls Memorials 

Monumental Sculptors 

Granite, Marble 
& Natural Stone 

The Old Coal Yard, Gaen Street 
BARRY, CF62 6JZ 
01446 4I03I0 

Free brochures 
& quotations 


Open 
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A Popular Choice 

Park Crescent, Barry.. 


r, ■. i' ' 


Meet the people of Park Crescent! 



ABOVE: 

Why bother to cook when Harvey’s fish 
and chip shop staff can provide your 
meals at lunchtime or in the evening? 


ABOVE: 

The popular beauty salon JustdNailz. 



The Gr^pc Vine 
Wine Shop 


Open: 10.00 am - 10 pm 


A selection of good quality wines with 
many special offers and multi buys 
Worldwide Beers and Spirits. 

Soft Drinks and mix ers. 

We also supply Party Planning, 

Bar Events, Catering and Marquees. 
Sale or return orders. 

Free Delivery Service 
Knowledgable staff with a 
good background in wines 

6 St Nicholas Road, Barry 

Tel. 01446 732922 


ABOVE: JustdNailz in action! 



Alison of CaredPets, provides every possible 
service the discerning animal lover could want. 




Cuttin 

Quality 
Hairdressing 
byQualified Stylists 

Open Monday - Friday 8.30am - 5.00pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm - Closed Wednesdays 

116b Park Crescent, Barry 

(next door to Florantina Florists) 

To book an appointment 

Tel. 01446 722633 


Park Podiatry Centre 


[ HPC registered podiatrists/chiropodists J 

Alan Phelan B.Sc. (Hons), 
D.Pod.M, M.Chs., P.C.Pod.S 
Wendy Brook B.Sc. (Hons) 

Advice &'Aftoment for 
all Foot & Ankle Problems 

• Ingrowing toe nails 

• Verrucae & warts 

• Corns, callus & problem nails 

• Bunions, heel, arch & ankle pain 

For an appointment call in: 


117-118 Park Crescent, Barry 

01446 734064 

www.alanphelanpodiatry.com 






124 Park Crescent, Barry, 
Vale of Glamorgan, CF62 6HE 
Tel: 01446 421300 
www.thedemonbarber.co.uk 


Celebrating 22 years in Barry ‘ 


0 /® \ 


01446 701606 

lAftt ut at 16 Park Crcacvic. Barrv 



Specialising in Floral Tributes, Birthday 
and Anniversary Flowers, Bouquets, 
Baskets and Handties, Silk Flowers, 
Plants, Pots and Vases. 

Only a phone call away... 

Tel: 01446 730609/701010 

Park Crescent, Barry 

www.florantinaflorist.co.uk 



WWW.JUST4NAILZ.C0.uk 


Book an appointnnent now to 
get your gorgeous nails... 

e: appointments@just4nailz.co.uk 


Park Crescent, Barry, 

Vale of Glamorgan CF62 6HD 


Top quality 
food at Tea 
in the Park 



ABOVE: Tea in the Park has a mouth water¬ 
ing array of meals, snacks and drinks for 
all times of the day - and also has ‘The 
Boardroom which provides a venue for 
business meetings and provides catering. 


T ea in the 
Park is a 
newly estab¬ 
lished, family-run 
tearoom in Park 
Crescent. 

Melanie and 
Charlotte Peters run 
the tearoom with help 
from all the family - 
husband Dave and 
twins Robert and 
Rachel. 

Tea in the Park is 
inviting, stylish, light 
and airy. It is the only 
outlet in Barry that 
serves ‘Teapigs’ high 
quality whole leaf teas 
in unique tea temples 
(a roomy, biodegrad¬ 
able mesh bag, which 
offer all the space 
whole leaves need to 
infuse properly). 

Tea in the Park also 
boasts Fairtrade 
organic coffee which is 
ground freshly daily, 
Dinkum Schmoo milk¬ 
shakes which are 99 
per cent fat free, 
Fentimans drinks and 
Pago juices in addition 
to conventional bever¬ 
ages. 

Melanie said: “We 
prepare baguettes and 


sandwiches fresh to 
order, using only the 
finest ingredients. 

“There is always a 
tempting selection of 
homemade chutneys 
and relishes, home¬ 
made cakes gluten-free 
and cream teas. 

“A popular menu 
choice, the breakfast 
rolls, use only 95 per 
cent meat sausages and 
‘spoilt pig’ bacon and 
there are also vegetari¬ 
an alternatives.” 

Tea in the Park also 
caters for business 
meetings in ‘The 
Boardroom’ - a 
sophisticated, execu¬ 
tive facility ideally 
suited to meet your 
organisation’s require¬ 
ments for meetings, 
interviews, training 
etc. 

This flexible space 
can seat up to 12, has 
internet access and 
business lunches and 
refreshments are avail¬ 
able. 

The Boardroom is 
available for hourly or 
daily hire. 


Tea in 
the Park 


relax, rewind, 
refresh... 

Quality teas, organic coffee, Dinkoo Schmoo 
milkshakes plus lots more. 
Baguettes, Sandwiches, Homemade Cakes, 
Breakfast Rolls, Vegetarian Options 

112 Park Crescent, BARRY, CF62 6HE 

01446 678242 


& furnishings 
New Room Sets with High 
Quality Fabrics & Wall Coverings, 
Lamps & Household Gifts. 
Home design service available 
Please call: 

Tel: 01446 700500 / 07540 663915 
118a Park Crescent, Barry CF62 6HE 
www.room-designs.com 
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atiguWIngU^^, AWW'lSaS 

Saturday 7th July 2012, Romilly Park Barry • Gates Open 12pm 



Scouts and Guides head for Romilly 
Park, and their biggest day of the year! 


E xcitement is building in the 
Vale - as we are just days away 
from the 59th Barry Scout and 
Guide Fete, which will take place at 


Romilly Park on Saturday, July 7 
with the official opening at 1.15pm. 

Cathie Steele, the chairman of the fete com¬ 
mittee, told The GEM: “Our local Scout and 
Guide groups are totally self-funding organisa¬ 



tions with no Government Unancial support. 

“It costs more than £120,000 per annum to 
run these local groups, all of which has to be 
raised by our supporters - and the Barry Scout 
and Guide Fete is an important part of this 
ongoing task. 

“This year’s fete will feature Gerard 
Naprous and the Devil’s Horseman, as well as 
the usual Scout and Guide Arena event.” 

Gerard Naprous is a stunt co-ordinator 
whose film credits include working on War 
Horse with Steven 
Spielberg. 

Entry to the fete is 
by programme, cost¬ 
ing £2, which includes 
a free lucky prize draw 
for great prizes. 

Cathie explained: 
“Programmes are now 
on sale so we’d ask 
people to contact their 
nearest group; alterna¬ 
tively, you can pur¬ 
chase a programme at 
the gate on the day. 

“The fete committee 
would like to thank all 
of our sponsors. 



• Computer 
upgrades 
and repairs 

• Networking for small 
businesses 

For help & advice call Andrew 

01446 749118 
07721 055 967 

e-mail: andrew@thecomputer- 
man.co.uk 

www.thecoinputerman.co.uk 


patrons and helpers. We give particular thanks, 
though, to our Scout and Guide leaders, for 
giving the children and young people of Barry 
and District a wonderful life-changing opportu¬ 
nity.” 

The first ever Scout fete was held at Romilly 
Park in 1933, when it was called Kymspaumi. 

After a break during the years of the Second 
World War, the annual fetes were resurrected. 

In 1985, the Scouts invited the Guides to take 
part, too - since when it has gone from strength 
to strength. 

Jones Dairies Ltd 

f Delivering all grades of fresh milk ^ 

including organic, soya and goats 
milk to your door in Barry, Sully, 
Dinas Powys and Rhoose. J 

You can now pay your bill by Direct Debit - 
no more waiting for the milkman 

please phone 01446 734729 

We are pleased to support 
^ Barry Scouts & Guides ^ 


Barry Scouts and Guides 2012 

The Mayor of the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council, Councillor Eric Hacker, 
is pleased to support the 
Barry Scouts and Guides 2012 fete 
and wishes them a successful event 




Sgowtiaid a Geidiau’r Barri 2012 

Mae Maer Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 
y Cynghorydd Eric Hacker, yn 
falch o gael cefnogi Gwyl Sgowtiaid 
a Geidiau’r Barri 2012 ac yn 
dymuno pob llwyddiant iddi. 



THE MAYOR OF BARRY 
COUNCILLOR 
LES SWORD 

Wishes the Barry Scouts and 
Guides a Successful Fete 


Young harpist Georgia (23) brings her 
own brand of folk to Cowbridge 


Children’s author at 
Cowhridge Library 



THE Cowbridge restaurant 
Arboreal recently hosted its 
first live music event - the first 
of a series of four. 

Harpist Georgia Ruth Williams was 
the performer, and a spokeswoman for 
the restaurant said that her music had 
been “mesmerising and completely 
captivating”. 

Georgia has performed her com¬ 
pelling hybrid of folk and blues at 
Glastonbury, the Greenman Festival 
and at HMV’s Next Big Thing 
Festival. 

In the last year, her songs have 
been played on BBC Radio 1 (Huw 
Stephens), the 6Music Breakfast 
Show, Tom Robinson, and BBC 
Radio Wales. 

Georgia, aged 23, has recorded an 
EP (released by Gwymon on 10” 
vinyl) which features vibraphones, 
pianos and organs combining with the 
harp to create a slow-burning warmth. 



ABOVE; 
Harpist Georgia 
Ruth Williams. 



YEAR-4 and 5 pupils from Ysgol lolo Morgannwg enjoyed a 
trip to Cowbridge Library recently to meet Welsh children’s 
author Eurgain Haf, who has written several books for chil¬ 
dren, including Stablau Seren and Siencyn a Dan Draed. MW 
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Royal stamp 
of approval! 



Evan Pryce (year 
CHILDREN from 
local primary 
schools helped set 
the scene for staff 
and learners at 
Palmerston Adult 
and Community 
Learning centre 
when they hosted a 
tea party to cele¬ 
brate the Jubilee. 

Learners and staff 
einoyed music from the 
fifties and an old-fash¬ 
ioned tea of home made 
cakes. 

Schools were invited 
to enter a competition to 
design a royal stamp. 
More than 350 entries 
poured into the centre. 

“We been over¬ 
whelmed by the number 
of entries we have 
received" said Adult 
Learning Manager 
Debbie Lewis.” The 
designs have filled the 
walls from floor to ceil¬ 
ing! We have queens, 
castles and corgis in 
their hundreds. It has 


6) at Y Boat Faen. 
given us a wonderful 
display for the Jubilee 
Celebrations and for our 
adult learners to enjoy!” 

Winning designs were 
selected from each 
school and each received 
a Royal Jubilee Goody 
Bag. 

Keon Year 1 
Cadoxton Primary. 

Courtney - Infants of 
Palmerston Primary. 

Jayden - Reception of 
St Helens Infants School. 

Cora -Year 6 of All 
Saints Church in Wales. 

Jenna -Year 4 of 
Holton Primary. 

Arron -Year 4 of Sully 
Primary. 

Imogen -Year 6 of 
Llangan Primary. 

Evan -Year 6 of Y 
Bont Faen. 

Palmerston centre 
thanked schools for tak¬ 
ing part and learners and 
staff for their contribu¬ 
tions to the royal tea 
party, which raised funds 
for breast cancer 
research. 


Vale MP drops in on 
Older People’s 
Strategy Forum event 



Vale MPAlun Cairns, chairman Mike Edwards, vice chairperson 
Lynda Wallis and Jane Weldon, chairperson of Age Discrimination. 


VALE MP Alun Cairns called 
in to meet the Vale Older 
People’s Strategy Forum team 
as they held an awareness 
event at the Central Library 
in Barry last week. 

The forum held the day-long 
information and elder abuse aware¬ 
ness event to ensure that as many 
people as possible could find out 
about the forum and the services it 
provides. 

The Vale MP was welcomed by 
chairman Mike Edwards, vice¬ 
chairperson Lynda Wallis and Jane 
Weldon, chairperson of Age 
Discrimination. 

With a host of information stalls 
within the library, visitors to the 


event were able to find out useful 
information regarding housing, the 
benefits available for the elderly, 
volunteering opportunities, the 
handyvan service and how to recog¬ 
nise elder abuse. 

Mr Cairns said: “It was great to 
meet the team at the Vale Older 
People Strategy Forum event. 

“The Forum provides a vital 
service for the older generation 
right across the Vale, and this event 
was a great way to let people know 
about the benefits and support 
available.” 

To find out more about the Vale 
Older People’s Strategy Forum, visit: 
WWW. valeopf. org. uk. 


Supply Teaching Agency 



Join a Winning Taam 
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Multi Award Winning Teaching Agency 


Looking to advertise in over 42,000 newspapers, from 
Penarth to Porthcawl, AND online? Contact us on 
gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk or 01446 774484 


Our Srd store in UJales... 


up to 


CfiP/o W-i. 

50 ^ extra 


EXTRA 20% off these offer^nus^rU^unda^ collection 


>t a small selection from our huge 

idiJ 



no interest; no charges, 0% Typical APR 















































LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME F REEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKN • LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME F REEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN 




t. /ONLY 

PRtC^ 

PACK 


(600g) 


• FULL SELECTION OF BBQ MEAT PACKS * BACON * SAUSAGES * CHOPS * STEAKS * MARINATED MEATS * CHICKEN * PORK * BEEF * ETC 


WALES LARGEST MEAT AND FROZEN FOOD OUTLET 




FRESH CHICKEN FILLETS 


ONLY 


/I 


IMLF> 


£ 4.99 


A PACK 


MORE HALF PRICE OFFERS!! 


CKCliS 


lcCC{:! 


m 

/^NLY 
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EVERYDAY GROCERY OFFERS 


OFFERS VALID UNTIL SUNDAY 8th JULY - SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 


v/m 


THE MEAT = 
SUPERSTOREE 


Unit 5 , Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 




(Formerly Phillip Saunders Warehouse) 


OPEN? 

DAYS 

Monday - Saturday 
8.00 am - 5.30 pm 


HOWTO FIND US: 

Turn at traffic lights at Dow 
Corning and head up Palmerston 
Road, turn left just before 
Waitrose, then follow the yellow 
VFM signs. 

★set your sat nav to^ 


PALMERSVALE 

BUSINESS 

CENTRE 


• GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • READY MEALS • GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • 
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THE MEAT SUPERSTORE 

HJLU PRICE FRESH MEAT OFFERS 
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LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME F REEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKN • LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME F REEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN 






























































Thursday, June 28th, 2012 


wwwjacebookcom/slamorsansem • www,twitter,com/sem news 


THE GEM - 19 


Generation X art opened 
at Porthkerry 


t 


H 




Deputy Mayor of the Vale of Glamorgan, Councillor Janice Birch and the 
chair of the Vale Older People’s Strategy Forum, Mike Edwards (right) and 
the young people and artists with one of the sculptures. 


SOUTH WALES’ UNI 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

action(loors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 




01656 659274 
01446 439214 




GENERATION X, 
a collection of 
wooden sculpture 
produced as part of 
an intergenera- 
tional art project, 
has been unveiled 
in Porthkerry Park. 

The Generation X 
project was funded by 
the Arts Council for 
Wales and brought 
together the Vale of 
Glamorgan’s Older 
People’s Strategy 
Forum and young peo¬ 
ple from the area to 
share their memories 
and views of life in the 
Vale. 

Artists Laura Gower 
and Kate Murphy then 
designed six pieces of 
work for the project. 

During the week of 
February half term, 
participants worked 
together to create the 
sculptures in 
Palmerston 
Community Learning 
Centre. 

Now completed, the 
collection has been 
moved to Porthkerry 
Park, as part of the 
Woodland Trial, where 
it will remain for local 
residents and visitors 
to enjoy. 


AutoPro 

CAR SALES 


01446 700066 

Open 7 days a week: 9.30am to 4pm ■ 07919 076589 


www.auto-pro.co.uk 

F VOLKSWAGEN T25 Crewcab 1.9 Tubo diesel. 

5 speed, tax Aug 2012, MoT June 2013, Tel for more 

details .£6,495 

56/07FORD Ka. Met purple, 18k miles, 1 owner, fsh, c/I, 

a/c, cd .£3,295 

04 VAUXHALL Corsa. 3-dr, black, 46,000 miles, tax til 

March 2013, fsh, e/w, c/I, a/c, MoT March 2013 .£2,595 
89 F Reg TOYOTA MR2, MK1. White, fully restored, inc 

re-spray.£2,995 

04/04 CITROEN C3 Automatic. New MoT on purchase, 

FSH, tax Sept 2012.£2,495 

04/04 MITSUBISHI Space Star. Nc, s/r, cd, fsh, MoT 
Apr 2013.£1,995 

51 01 FORD Focus 1.6. Met blue, 5-dr, MoT 2013, Tax 
Sept 2012, 80,000 miles, fsh, a/c, e/w, c/I . . .£1,995 

92 VOLKSWAGEN Golf Clipper Convertible. MoT, tax, 

white, electric roof.£1,995 

03 FORD KA 56,000 miles, long tax & MoT . . . .£1,695 

52 ALFA ROMEO 147 1.6 T Spark. 3-dr, silver, FSH, 

MoT Feb 2013. £1,795 

02 52 FORD Fiesta. 1 previous owner, fsh, MoT June 2013, 

tax Sept 12’, met silver, a/c, alloys, e/w .£1,595 

00 CITROEN Saxo West Coast 1.4. Just serviced, MoT 

March 2013’, 88k miles.£1,295 

00 VAUXHALL Vectra SRI 120 1.8CC. New MoT, met. 

silver, excellent condition. £1,295 

98 VOLVO 940. 7 seater, a/c, e/w, c/I, fsh, white, alloys, 

MoT 2013, tax Aug 2012 .£995 

MOTORCYLES 

05/05 HONDA CBR 600RR. 9000 miles, excellent condi¬ 
tion, new tyres & brakes, MoT May 2013, tax Feb 
2013, red/purple/si I ver. £3,495 

t FREE MOT Test for all customers Old & New 
[dming July only with this advert (T&C apply). 



02/02 RENAULT Clio Sport 
Exclusive. 75,000 miles, MoT 
Jan 13’, digital a/c, alloys, tax 
Sept 2012.£1,995 



Convertible. White, electric roof, Wt' 
tax. ..£1,995 



04/04 CITROEN C3 Automatic. 

New MoT on purchase, FSH, tax 
Sept 2012.£2,495 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY (All cars come With 12 months 
MOT or long MOT) Special offers on limited stock 


REPLACEMENT DOOR & WORKTOP SPECIALISTS 


FREE 
FITTING 

limited offer 


A family business with vast experience in the replacement 
door and worktop market. Everything you require from the 
doors, to worktops and new appliances and sinks 
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THIS ROCK OF AGES 
SINKS LIKE A STONE! 


T he cinematic 
musical 
underwent 
something of a 
transformation 
with the advent of 
Moulin Rouge! 

Gone were the slavish 
adapations of stage 
musicals like Guys and 
Dolls and South Pacific, 
as Baz Luhrmann and co 
created a musical for the 
21st century. 

Since then the likes of 
Chicago (traditional) and 
Mamma Mia! (non tradi¬ 
tional) have benefited 
from the resurgence in 
the genre, claiming 
awards and plenty of 
box office. 

The latest stage musi¬ 
cal to reach the big 
screen is Rock of Ages, 
which follows Drew and 
Sherrie (Diego Boneta 
and Julianne Hough), 
small town kids who 
find themselves caught 
up in 1987 Los Angeles 
with rock at its zenith, at 
a venue run by Dennis 
(Alec Baldwin) and 
Lonnie (Russell Brand). 
However, will the 


School’s 

concert 

YSGOL Sant Curig 
is holding a gala 
concert in the 
Memorial Hall 
Barry on Monday^ 
July 9, at 7pm. 
Tickets are available 
from the hall’s box 
office on 01446 
501365. 


course of true love run 
smoothly for the pair, or 
will the likes of rock star 
Stacee Jaxx (Tom 
Cruise) and slimy man¬ 
ager Paul Gill (Paul 
Giamatti) get in the 
way...? 

With an all-star cast, a 
superb soundtrack and 
based on one of the bet¬ 
ter stage musicals cur¬ 
rently showing, the stage 
was set for Rock of Ages 
to deliver the goods and 
send the audience home 
headbanging. 

Sadly, the only bang¬ 
ing your head will be 
doing will be against the 
nearest wall as you won¬ 
der why you just sat 
through such an inane 
film, and why such tal¬ 
ented actors have found 
themselves embroiled in 
it. 

The stage show is one 
of the best I’ve seen in 
terms of its desire to 
bring entertainment to 
the masses, and while 
the story is simplistic 
enough, its sense of fun 
and playfulness mark it 
out. While the big 
screen incarnation makes 
several narrative changes 
(arguably for the better), 
it is severely lacking in 
its devotion to all things 
‘rawk’. 

The problem lies with 
Adam Shankman, whose 
remake of Hairpsray 
was a enjoyable enough, 
if overly saccharine, 
effort. Unfortunately, 
those sentiments are 
brought far more to the 
fore here, the film lack¬ 
ing in the scuzz and 
grime of the scene at this 
time period and instead 


SCREEN 

TALK 



by 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

©GEMScreenTalk 


handing out life lessons 
and Glee-style joy and 
delight. 

While the stage show 
gets the balance just 
right, and tells its story 
with its tongue in cheek, 
here the script plays like 
American Idol’s rock 
week, like High School 
Musical having a midlife 
crisis, and is all the 
poorer for it. 

Shankman’s direction 
is well-judged, giving 
the film a sense of scale 
and choreographing the 
‘tunes’ with a degree of 
style, but in making it 
too glossy he sucks all 


of the fun out of it, play¬ 
ing it a little too straight, 
while the multiple narra¬ 
tives are ill-served by 
the director, the charac¬ 
ters feeling shallow and 
giving you nothing to 
really cling onto. 

The cast don’t exactly 
help the sitation, with 
leads Diego Boneta and 
Julianne Hough feeling 
about as rock ‘n’ roll as 
Jedward, and coming 
across like TV talent 
show winners who fan¬ 
cied a career change. 

Their acting is poor 
and their singing more at 
home with Mr Cowell 
and company, the pair no 
doubt picked for their 
looks rather than talent. 

The theme of per¬ 
formers miscast runs 
throughout the cast, with 
Tom Cruise bringing a 
great deal of fun and 
humour to the role of 
washed-up rock Stacee 
Jaxx, but looking too old 
for the role; while 
Russell Brand brings his 
usual comedy charm but 
saddles himself with an 
accent that appears to 
have covered more of 
the British Isles than the 
Olympic torch. 

Paul Giamatti is, as 
always, good value as 
the oily svengali, but 
Alec Baldwin looks like 
a man about to face a 
firing squad, obviously 
uncomfortable with the 
singing aspect and his 
performance, as you 
would imagine, suffers 
because of it. 

The saving grace, 
really, is the soundtrack, 
with every conceivable 
80s rock anthem on 


show - and let’s face it, 
if you can’t savour a bit 
of ‘Wanted Dead or 
Alive’, ‘Don’t Stop 
Believin’’ or ‘We Built 
This City On Rock ‘n’ 
Roll’ then you’re no 
friend of mine. 

It’s just a shame the 
rest of the film isn’t up 
to this standard; as it is, 
this Rock of Ages just 

^^^VERDICT: A poor 
attempt at bringing a 
brilliant stage show to 
the screen. Rock of Ages 
just doesn’t cut the mus¬ 
tard. This is the sort of 
film that will appeal to 
people buying Ramones 
t-shirts, never having 
heard one of their 
records. It’s a rock-free 
journey with a story that 
just doesn’t engage; save 
your money and go and 
see the stage show. 
Avoid. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Mamma Mia! 
(2008), Moulin Rouge! 
( 2001 ) 


Vale ramblers explore 
the Ogmore Valley 


AFTER meeting 
centrally at 
Cowbridge Town 
Hall car park, the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Ramblers made 
their way to Cwm 
Ogwr - Ogmore 
Valley, arriving at 
the start point on an 
industrial estate in 
the village of 
Blackmill. 

The group made their 
way through the village 
towards Dimbath Lane, 
following this for a 
short stretch, before 
entering the forest and 
walking up Cwm 
Dimbath. 

This path was very 
wet and muddy after all 
the rain recently, and the 
river was full and was 
flowing rapidly. 

After having coffee, 
we made our way out of 
the valley, passing quite 
a few waterfalls on the 
way, as the water made 
its way down to join 
Nant Lechyd. 


Vale MP praises 
agricultural 
valuers at AGM 


LOCAL MP Alun 
Cairns recently 
addressed members 
of the South Wales 
& Monmouthshire 
Association of 
Agricultural Valuers 
following their AGM 
in Miskin. 

Hilary Evans, who 
works for Watts & 
Morgan in the Vale, was 


concluding her year as 
chairman of the branch. 

Mr Cairns said: “The 
valuers work hard to 
maintain close contact 
with organisations rep¬ 
resenting rural interests, 
and they help provide 
input on many issues 
raised for the country¬ 
side in these rapidly 
changing times. ” 


Crossing the common 
at the top of the valley, 
there were signs of 
work being carried out 
in the building of a 
wind farm. 

We then entered the 
forest at the other side 
of the valley. Climbing 
over stiles, having to 
limbo under fallen trees, 
and paddling in some 
places along the path, 
this certainly made the 
walk interesting. 

After leaving the for¬ 
est, we came to a clear¬ 
ing and the views across 
the valley to Glynogwr 
were worth the effort. In 
the distance, we were 


able to see the wind 
farm which is above 
Llantrisant. 

After lunch the 
weather closed in, and 
as we continued on our 
way, enjoying the views 
across the valley to 
Lewistown, it became 
obvious that we had 
walked past the path 
that we were meant to 
take. Backtracking, we 
found the correct path, 
and followed it back to 
Blackmill. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, visit: valeofglam- 
organramblers. co. uk. 

Gwenda Fitzpatrick 


Works opens 
up to public 


TO celebrate 100 
years at Aberthaw, 
Lafarge Cement 
UK is holding a 
public open day on 
Saturday, July 21 
from 10am to 3pm. 

Manager James 
Kirkpatrick said: “We 
are very keen to share 
our centenary celebra¬ 
tions with as many local 
people as possible. 
Aberthaw Works has 
played a very important 
part in the local econo¬ 
my and communities of 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
for a long time. 

“It is important to us 
that we mark this mile¬ 
stone by opening up our 
doors for people to come 
on site and find out more 
about our operation in 
the 21st century. 

“The open day will 
include tours of the 


works and quarry, an 
exhibition giving an 
interesting overview of 
the 100-year history of 
the site, and displays 
from other local compa¬ 
nies and organisations. 


Rock ‘n’ Roll 

PENARTH Holiday 
Week Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Dance comes to the 
Paget Rooms again with 
Owen Money on Friday, 
July 13 from 8pm until 
11pm. 

Tickets are £12 in 
advance from the 
Windsor Bookshop, 
Penarth, or telephone 
Paul Barrett on 02920 
704279. 

There will be 50s 
clothes stalls, as well as 
a raffle, in aid of the 
Marie Curie hospice. 



summeri 


saving 


sale now on! 



, www.georgestreet.co.uk 

EORGE Street Furnishers 

Furniture • Carpets • Beds • Bathrooms 
NEWPORT 01633 214241 CARDIFF 02920 49 27 27 

19-24 George Street, Newport, NP20 lEN (Just off George St Bridge on A48) 374 Newport Road, Cardiff, CF23 9AE (Next to the Range) 

Mon/Thurs 9.00am-8.00pm • Tues/Wed/Fri/Sat-9.00am-5.30pm • Sun ll.00am-5.00pm Mon 10.00am - 8.00pm • Tues/Wed/Thurs/Fri 10.00am - 6.00pm, Sat 9.30am - 6.00pm • Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm 

'Selected Lines only, while stocks last, see instore for details • Images are for illustration purposes only 
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Out and About with The GEM 


WHATS ON AND WHERE IN YOUR AREA 


Boot sale 

THERE will be an 
indoor boot sale on 
Saturday, June 30 at St 
Athan Community 
College Centre. Sellers 
12pm-4pm, public 
lpm-4pm. Tables £4. 
Contact 01446 730100 
or 01446 754179. 

Councillors’ 

surgery 

DYEAN Labour coun¬ 
cillors Claire Curtis 
and Anthony Powell 
will be holding a drop- 
in advice surgery for 
residents of Dyfan 
ward this Saturday, 
June 30 at the 
Highlight Community 


Centre, from Ham to 
12 noon. No appoint¬ 
ment needed. 

School 

fayre 

YSGOL Cymraeg Sant 
Curig (PTEA) holds a 
summer fayre on July 
5 at 3.30pm in the 
school grounds. College 
Road, Barry. 

Meet and greet with 
S4C’s Sali Mali and 
Sam Tan; stalls; fun and 
games. Entrance, adults 
50p; children 25p. 

Charity 

quiz 

THERE will be a char¬ 
ity quiz night at the 
Swan Inn, Nottage, on 


Ty Hafan winners 

THE following are winning numbers in the 
Ty Hafan Cracker jackpot lottery draw 
number D728. 

• £2,000: 140582. 

• The rollover, which now stands at £1,500, was 
not won this week. 

• £10: 385963, 492199, 509398, 291834, 270152, 
931940, 187936, 858700, 424704, 954436, 525805, 
851885, 743362, 457528, 301776, 580551, 342727, 
571670, 268808, 546891. 

• £5: 447790, 590349, 359225, 114165, 849309, 
227026, 819286, 284490, 889625, 115568, 238541, 
208430, 259454, 685356, 171371, 538636, 278563, 
870259, 671884, 320792, 692516, 467854, 827529, 
276397, 764556, 701513, 615221, 938593, 134234, 
428236, 400730, 194643, 554961, 777467, 253632, 
520577, 393595, 371565, 251133, 847576, 551052, 
582289, 588862, 470049, 185601, 642573, 407984, 
478975, 828552, 309271, 699392, 513022, 383195, 
541099, 588060, 360714, 577057, 264585, 562882, 
496461. 

The GEM cannot be held responsible for any errors 
or omissions contained in the above. 

For lottery information please call telephone 02920 
672062. 




i WE ARE NOW OPEN: J 

$ THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS & I 
f ALL DAY & NIGHT ON SUNDAY TILL 10.30PM 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


OCEAN LOUNGE 


PORTHKERRY 




Every Friday & Saturday 
Night - plus Bingo 


Friday 29th June 
KARAOKE 

Free Entry 

Saturday 30th June 
TRENA 

Female Vocalist - Free Entry 

Friday 6th July 
CAZZ 

Excellent Vocalist - Free Entry 

Saturday 7th July 
MIKE SULLIVAN 

Vocal Entertainer - Free Entry 


Saturday 28th July 
REUNITED 

Multi award winning tribute to 
Soul, Motown & the great 70s 
disco hits. 

Tickets £2. On sale now! 


Thursdays 


M ___ 

I CURRY & A PINT £5.95 * 

5_ Quiz from 8pm _J 

Food served Thursday & Friday 7-9pm 
^ Saturday l2-3pm & 7pm-9pm ^ 

J Traditional Sunday Lunch 
^ Served l2-3pnn £6.95 J 

i CAR BOOT SALE 5 


EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm 

To find us - click directions@ 

www.firejoust.com 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 




Sundays at 5.30pm and 
all proceeds go to Ty 
Hafan children’s hos¬ 
pice. 

It will be followed by 
‘Rock ‘n’ Roll Bingo’ to 
round off an evening of 
fun. 

Cowbridge 

choral 

concert 

ON Eriday, July 6 at 
7.30pm, Cowbridge 
Choral Society will 
present a concert at 
Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School, 
which includes modern 
music, music from the 
musicals, as well as 
some classical pieces. 

The concert will also 
feature harp solos and 
piano solos from some 
of the young musicians 
at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School. 

Tickets cost £8 and 
are available from 
Davies Newsagents in 
Cowbridge and choir 
members. 

Annual 

meeting 


THE annual general 
meeting of the St 
Nicholas (Barry) 
Community 
Association will be held 
on Eriday, July 6 at the 
St Nicholas Hall, St 
Nicholas Road, Barry, 
at 7pm. 

Eisteddfod 

fundraiser 

A TASTE of Wales din¬ 
ner will be held at the 
West House Country 
Hotel, Llantwit Major, 
on Saturday July 7 at 
7.30pm, where a deli¬ 
cious six-course menu, 
using locally sourced 
foods, will be available. 

Price: £40 per person, 
to include welcome 
drink of Patagonian 
wine. 

Tickets from 01446 
796147, or: enq@west- 
house-hotel.co.uk. 

Rugby 7s 

SOUTH Wales Police 
REC present the Colin 
Hillman Invitation 
Sevens on Sunday, 
August 26 from 
11.30am-6.30pm at 
Waterton Cross, 


Bridgend. 

Admission £4, OAF 
£1, under-16s admitted 
free. 

Vale 

Photographic 

THE Vale 
Photographic Club 
(VPC) had a great 
season with our full 
and diverse pro¬ 
gramme ensuring 
there was some¬ 
thing for everyone. 


VPC meet on Fridays 
at the Village Hall in 
Ystradowen from 
7.15pm, and our new 
programme commences 
on September 7. 

Visit: vale-photo- 
graphic-club.co.uk/ and 
click on the link ‘Friday 
Night Summer Evening 
Programme’ for further 
details. New members, 
both young and old, 
amateur and profession¬ 
al, always welcome. 


Cats Protection 
open its doors 
to the public 


CARDIFF Cats 
Protection is hold¬ 
ing open days this 
weekend at 
Sunnyside Cattery^ 
Wayside Cottage, 
Station Road East, 
Wenvoe. 

They take place on 
Saturday, June 30 from 
2pm-4pm, and Sunday, 
July 1 from 2pm-4pm. 

There will be kittens 
and cats looking for 
good homes, all vacci¬ 
nated, chipped, de¬ 
flea ’d, wormed and 
neutered. 

The event is held to 
highlight the work of 
Cardiff Cats 


Protection. 

Dawn, of Cardiff 
Cats Protection, feels 
it’s: “not just about 
boarding cats, but 
helping cats with no 
homes who deserve a 
second chance. 

“It’s a local charity 
and not many people 
know about the work it 
does. 

“Please come along 
if you are looking to 
adopt a cat or kitten 
for life. ” 

For more informa¬ 
tion, telephone Fran on 
07976 058708, or 
Dawn on 02920 
594755. 


TV dancing 
couple’s demo 


TO celebrate Cuide 
Dogs for the Blind’s 
80th anniversary, the 
Vale branch recently 
held a ball. 

The highlight of the 
night was a dance 
demonstration by the 
most successful dancers 
on BBC’s Strictly Come 
Dancing - Darren 
Bennett and Lilia 
Kopylova. 

Darren and Lilia 
introduced themselves to 
people on each table, as 
they worked their way 
around the dance floor, 
giving everyone the 
opportunity to take pho¬ 
tographs. 

The couple later gave 
a flawless dance demon¬ 
stration of a Samba, and 
after a quick dress 
change by Lilia, this was 
soon followed by a sen¬ 
sual Rumba. 

Another dress change 


and we were treated to 
an exhausting and 
upbeat Jive, followed 
shortly after by the 
American Smooth, 
danced to Memories, 
sung by Elaine Paige. 

Darren and Lilia then 
gave everyone the 
opportunity to ask ques¬ 
tions about Strictly 
Come Dancing, such as: 
“Why does Anton du 
Beke get all the older 
ladies to dance with!” 
and: “What criteria is 
used to team celebrities 
with professional 
dancers!” 

A raffle then took 
place, with a lucky lady 
and gentleman winning 
the chance to dance with 
Darren and Lilia. The 
two winners were then 
given the chance to 
show their moves with a 
Cha Cha Cha! JC 


Armed Forces 
Day displays 


SPECTACULAR air 
and arena displays 
will be included in 
this Saturday’s 
Armed Forces Day at 
Cooper’s Field, Bute 
Park, Cardiff. 



It will coincide with 
the 30th anniversary of 
the Falkland’s conflict 
and is organised by the 
South Wales Armed 
Forces Day committee, 
supported by the Welsh 
Government, Cardiff 
Council, the Ministry of 
Defence and local 
organisations. 

The day will feature 
performances by the 
Welsh Guards Band, 
local bands, and a spe¬ 
cial performance by 
Will Kevans, a UK- 
based singer-songwriter 
and Falklands veteran. 

There will be a com¬ 
memoration service, a 
Veterans’ parade 
through Cardiff and mil¬ 
itary stands, which 
include an inflatable 
assault course and 
climbing wall, plus 
charity stands. 

Special features 
throughout the day will 
be displays by the amaz¬ 
ing RAF Falcons para¬ 
chute display team and a 
fly-past over Cooper’s 
Field by an RAF 
Dakota. 

The event starts at 
10am. Details at: 
www.armedforcesday- 
wales.co.uk. 


Wellies and 
’waterproofs 
at the ready, 
for carnival 
and dance! 


WE would like to 
thank everyone for 
putting their 
wellies and water¬ 
proofs on and join¬ 
ing in the spirit of 
carnival day, which 
showed St Brides 
Major’s communi¬ 
ty spirit. 

The day began with 
an amazing amount of 
floats that met up with 
the carnival queen, 
attendants and page 
boys’ float at Ogmore- 
by-Sea, where they bat¬ 
tled against the high 
winds and heavy down¬ 
pour. 

Thank you goes to 
the farmers who lent us 
their tractors, trailers 
and also drove them. 

People participating 
in the float procession 
ranged from retired resi¬ 
dents to the very young. 

We travelled through 
Ogmore, Southerndown 
and finally into St 
Brides Major. It was 
encouraging to see peo¬ 
ple standing on the 
pavements waving and 
cheering. 

At St Brides village, 
in fancy dress, were 
playgroup children, with 
leaders Auntie Amanda 
and Auntie Yana carry¬ 
ing the b a nner. 

They were joined by 
the New Foundland 
Association, and this 
was a stunning sight to 
behold, massive black 
furry dogs towing little 
carriages behind them - 
thank you to the han¬ 
dlers and to Beverley 
Lambert. 

Behind them came 
two Shetland ponies 
with carriages and their 
riders, who gave the 
children rides when we 
arrived at the field. 

There were the vin¬ 
tage tractors. Play 
Aloud, fairground 
attractions, 
Southerndown Life 
Savers, Coastguard, fire 
tender and barbecue. 

Inside the marquee 
were the craft stalls. 


information stands, food 
stalls, cream teas, 
licensed bar and seating 
area. 

The afternoon enter¬ 
tainment, in the mar¬ 
quee due to the 
inclement weather, 
began with a dog dis¬ 
play by Susie Lindsay 
of Southerndown, fol¬ 
lowed by the Atlantic 
College Choral Group 
and finally a very ener¬ 
getic Zumba dance dis¬ 
play. 

To round off the 
afternoon, a Tug ‘o’ War 
tournament was held in 
memory of Barry Jones 
(Big Barry) who had 
lived in the village all 
his life and was an all¬ 
round sportsman. The 
Barry Jones shield was 
won by the Farmers 
Arms, where coinciden¬ 
tally, Barry’s father was 
chef for many years 
when it was first turned 
into a restaurant over 40 
years ago. 

The shield was pre¬ 
sented by Barry’s 
youngest sister, Sandra, 
to the winning team at 
the dance in the 
evening. 

The lucky programme 
cash prize, donated by I 
& I Motors of Laleston, 
was won by Mr M 
Boulton. The winner of 
the dance ticket was Mr 
A Houston, who won a 
three-course Champagne 
dinner for four people, 
donated by Ros and 
Phil. 

After the presenta¬ 
tions, we danced the 
night away to local band 
Scarecrows and DJ 
Seymore. 

Special thanks go to 
Christopher Davies 
(CPD) who gave the 
carnival committee (at 
no charge) his time 
prior, during and after 
the carnival, the use of 
his field, electricity and 
water. Last, but not 
least, a big thank you to 
all our loyal volunteers. 

GLADYS 
MATTHEWS 
(for the carnival 
committee) 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 



Kittens, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new familyl 

AH cats have been 
neutered <6 microchipped 


All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesIeganimalrescue.co.uk 


Thanking everyone for their continued support 











































22 - THE GEM 


www.facebookxom/slamorsansem www,twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, June 28th, 2012 



A WARM WELCOME... 


O N behalf of 

Cowbridge town, 
may I extend a 
warm welcome to the 
National Eisteddfod, set¬ 
ting up as I speak on our 
very doorstep, and may I 
bid an even warmer wel¬ 
come to all visitors 
throughout the coming 
year. 

Since time immemorial, 
people have visited our won¬ 
derful rural market town. 
Granted a Royal Charter in 
1254, we are proud and pro¬ 
tective of our traditions and 
heritage. 

Its old Roman road tells the 
story of how the Romans 
came and settled here before 
400AD. 

Visitors still come from far 
and wide and it is not uncom¬ 
mon for many to want to stay. 

Cowbridge offers a warmth 
and a welcome few towns in 
the whole of the UK can 
boast. 

Having been built up 
around the agricultural com¬ 
munity that surrounds it, and 
nestled in a natural bowl of 
green hills, inside its 13th 
Century town walls, 
Cowbridge boasts The Bear 
Hotel, an historic Old 

Inn, and still a cen- 



From Court Nicola 
Thomas, the Mayor 
of Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian 


tral focus for accommodation 
in the town - and just a short 
drive from the beautiful 
Glamorgan Heritage Coast. 

Cowbridge still retains, to 
this day, a quaint, rural char¬ 
acter with its working live¬ 
stock market, its castle, the 
wonderful Holy Cross Church 
and the historic town hall. 

Added to this we have mod¬ 
ern Cowbridge, thriving, with 
a progressive Chamber of 
Trade. Its members, along 
with the town’s people them¬ 
selves and the local council, 
strive to ensure a wonderful 
community spirit that is 
shared with all who visit. 

There is fashion week, and 
festivals celebrating books, 
food, music and jazz, and 
Christmas trees! 


There is also the annual 
reindeer parade, all open to 
the public to come and share 
with us and enjoy. 

Much merriment as can be 
found in our pubs, clubs, 
restaurants, bars, cafes, and 
coffee shops - you can also 
find a corner in its many 
parks, or the famous Physic 
Garden, to sit in peace and 
tranquility. 

Cowbridge has opportuni¬ 
ties for all types of sport and 
leisure facilities from yoga to 
rambling, from rugby to 
bowls, from bicycles to bridge, 
and many many more! 

For a shopping experience 
second to none, Cowbridge 
offers so much. Designer 
shops to die for, bespoke bou¬ 
tiques, food stores of excel¬ 
lence, gift shops galore, choco- 
latiers, hardware, bicycle 
shops and furniture restorers, 
antiques to art galleries, sta¬ 
tioners to off licences - you 
name it and Cowbridge, I am 
confident, will provide. 

So may I welcome you all, 
from where ever you roam, 
Cowbridge is waiting to 
make you at home. 

We will wine you and dine 
you and treat you with care. 
So you ’ll return to your 
home and say: 

“It’s true -1 was there!” 


Cowbridge - a market 
town that moves 
forward while staying 
in touch with its past 


COWBRIDGE is 
proud of being a 
small town - a 
small market town 
at that - and this 
leaves it treading a 
delicate line 
between preserving 
its charm and 
character, while at 
the same time 
evolving in the 
modern world. 

After all, a town 
without active traders 
who bring new ideas 
and services to the 
area is just a museum 
piece, and everyone 
living or working in 
Cowbridge knows 
how important it is 
that the town should 
be economically 
active. 

As a result, the 
town has evolved an 
‘unofficial’ develop- 
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HOME COMFORTS 



These 4 
Solid Oak 
Dining 
Chairs & 

Solid 
Fixed Top 
(4* X 2»6”) 

Table only 

£ 599 ! 

FREE Delivery 
within 25 miles 

Traditionally 
made, fully 
assembled 
furniture 

FREE Parking 

Complimentary 

Coffee 


No need for sales or 
gimmicks,Just quality 
furniture at 
genuine 
prices! 
All Pine 
furniture 
British 



4a WEST WINDS BUSINESS PARK, LLANGAN 
COWBRIDGE CE35 SDR Tel: 01656 86II20 
www.homecomfortsfw.co.uk 


NEW Extended SHOWROOM 

OBI Camping & Leisure 

• Wales’ premier folding camper & trailer 
tent dealer 

• OUR tents are on display outdoors 

• We stock Cotton Tents for a COOLER 
camping experience 

• Drive-away awnings 
for motorhomes 

• Friendly helpful advice 
from the area’s oldest | 
established dealer 


Silver Pop-Top Caravans 
THE CARAVAN THAT RTS 
IN YOUR GARAGE 
• Easy to tow and easy to store 
• No tolls on French roads 


5 Westgate St, Cowbridge, 
Tel: 01446 772498 
www.obicamping.co.uk 





For Wills & Probate 
Contact Mr J A Taylor 




also a full range of legal services 
including: Conveyancing^ 
Residental and Commercial 

Free written quotations on request 

Appointments avaiiabie at both offices 

Tel (01656) 653122: Fax (01656) 767097 
12 Park Street, BRIDGEND, Mid Glamorgan 
Tel (01446) 772212: Fax (01446) 773921 
89 Eastgate, COWBRIDGE, Vale of Glamorgan 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


ment plan, putting 
together projects and 
events to strengthen 
its sense of communi¬ 
ty, and also creating 
high-profile festivals 
that are aimed at 
attracting visitors. 

These activities, in 
turn, generate visi¬ 
tors, creating much¬ 
valued ‘footfall’ in the 
shops, and it all 
means that new 
traders are keen to 
come to the town. 

A good example of 
this is Steve Bell, who 
recently opened 
‘Kookie’s Kitchen’ in 
the Happy Days mar¬ 
ket in Church Street. 

He told The GEM: 
“I have been working 
in the area for several 
years now, and have 
been on the lookout 
for a cafe in 
Cowbridge for ages. 

“It was always my 
first choice and it has 
been fabulous so far. I 
get a mix of people 
coming in to eat. 

“There are regulars 
who tell me that they 
keep on coming back, 
and first timers who 
say they will definite¬ 
ly be returning. 

“There’s also a 
great community 
spirit in the town.” 

The recent Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee gave 
the town a chance to 
demonstrate that 
community side, with 
a well-attended light¬ 
ing of a beacon on the 
downs above the 
town, followed by a 
street party on the 
next day, organised 
by a variety of local 
groups. 

That street party 
was intended to be 
based in and around 


the town’s impressive 
Physic Garden, and in 
the Old Hall Gardens, 
revamped in the last 
18 months by a dedi¬ 
cated group of volun¬ 
teers. 

However, Jubilee 
Tuesday was not a 
great day for outdoor 
activities, so it turned 
out to be a fine exam¬ 
ple of the the commu¬ 
nity pulling together. 

The Duke of 
Wellington pub made 
its banqueting hall 
available for the 
street party, and Holy 
Cross Church cleared 
space for the craft 
fair, and the day was 
saved! 

CONTINUED 

ON PAGE 23 



Steve Bell from 
Rookies Kitchen. 








Adey 
Fitzgerald 
Walker 

Chartered Certified 
Accountants and 
Tax Consultants 

Professional advice 
and a friendly service 

• Free initial consultation 

• New business start-ups 

• Self assessment tax 
returns/tax advice 

• Business accounts for sole 
traders/partnerships and 
companies 

• Company formations/audits 

• VAT ana payroll services 

Competitive rates 

The Pavilion, Eastgate, 

Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan 

Tel: (01446) 772299 

also at Barry (01446) 739953 


www.dressingtablesandmore.co.uk 

^ailma/ 1 The Limes, 

Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7BJ 

01446 776828 



20% OFF 

INTERNET PRICES 
FOR ST ORE COLLE CTION 

Collected £196 


IT.- 
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Hwyel and Paula Jones with some of the PH71 Haircrew team. 

Cowbridge ‘different 
from so many others’ 


Nia James Jones and Sam Evans, your 
local FUW insurance brokers. 


There’s more than you think at 

FOREST PRODUCTS Ltd. 

Est. 1927 

We have all you will need for your 

Fencing, 
Landscaping 
or Garden Projects 

(and generally from stock) 

All timber is selected, prepared 
& pressure treated in our own plant 
to British Standard. 

Buy with confidence from the pro¬ 
fessionals who have been supllying 
both trade & retail customers for 85 
years. 

Don’t settle for less than the best. 

Call and see our extensive range at: 

CROSSWAYS ESTATE, 
LLANTWIT MAJOR ROAD, 
COWBRIDGE CF71 7LJ. 

Tel. 01446 773399 

e-mail: cowbridge@forest-products.co.uk 

OPENING HOURS: 

HLsa Mon to Fri Sam - 5pm 

www.forest-products.co.uk 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 22 
Natalie Isaac is a 
prominent member of 
the Cowbridge 
Chamber of Trade, 
and also runs the 
Quarter Penny Cafe. 

She believes the 
importance of looking 
after visitors to the 
town cannot be over- 

^^^She told The GEM: 
“With the Eisteddfod 
in mind, the chamber 
of trade has made 
plans to help visitors 
see the best of 
Cowbridge. 

“There will be a 
shuttle bus between 
the town and the 
maes in Llandow, and 
we have also 
arranged with 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School for their stu¬ 
dents to get involved. 

“A number of them 
will be based in the 
town centre as 
‘meeters and 
greeters’ and they will 
make sure that visi¬ 
tors are aware of the 
town’s most interest- 


Cowbridge with Llanblethian Town Council 


k 


Why not hire 
COWBRIDGE 
Town Hall? 


Perfect for: Birthdays, 
Wedding Receptions, 
Ceiebratory Parties, 
Coffee Mornings 
Fundraising Events 




Two haiis avaiiabie 
at affordabie prices 
with faciiities 
to match! 


Enquiries; 01446 773385 or 
Town Cierk’s Office, Town Haii, 21 High Street, 
Cowbridge CF71 TAD. 

(Monday - Friday 9am - 1pm) 

enquiries@cowbridge-tc.gov.uk 


ing features. 

“It is beneficial for 
the students too, as 
the work will go 
towards an element of 
their Welsh 
Baccalaureate.” 

Another example of 
the town’s community 
spirit was the success¬ 
ful Cowbridge Book 
Festival, again run by 
volunteers, and an 
event which has just 
announced that it 
raised £12,500 for 
children’s charities. 

Yet another event, 
now firmly estab¬ 
lished on the national 
calendar and again 
run almost entirely 
by volunteers, is the 
Cowbridge Festival of 
Food and Drink, 
which has proved to 
be a great success. 

One obvious sign 
that the town can 
attract shoppers, visi¬ 
tors and new busi¬ 
nesses is, of course, 
the arrival, scheduled 
for October, of 
Waitrose, who will be 
opening a food store 
in the centre of the 
town. 

At a time when 
other supermarket 
chains are cutting 
back on openings - 
Tesco for instance - it 
shows just how in 
demand Cowbridge 
is. 

It all comes back to 
the way that the town 


has managed to make 
sure that visitors have 
an interesting day, 
whatever their 
requirements. 

Recently, this 
reporter was intro¬ 
duced to a group of 
holidaymakers from 
the Midlands, staying 
in Porthcawl on a 
five-day break. 

Wanting a change 
of scenery after a few 
days, they asked a 
local who advised 
them to hop on the 
X2 bus, saying that in 
45 minutes they 
would be somewhere 
very different, with a 


totally different char¬ 
acter. 

Needless to say, 
they came back 
singing the praises of 
Cowbridge! 

Natalie Isaac was 
not surprised at their 
reaction. 

She said: “There is 
so much that is of 
interest, from the 
main street to all the 
‘nooks and crannies’. 

“I would really 
encourage people to 
support our inde¬ 
pendent traders. 

“They make the 
town different from 
so many others.” 


WWW. kookieskitchen .CO. u k 
Church 
Street, 

COWBRIDGE 
CF71 7BB 

If you 
like 
home 

cooked food, relaxing with 
a fuli flavoured coffee, or 
drinking your tea from a 
china cup ... 

Food that kOOUC'S 
tastes like 

it should... KlfClICII 



Arthur John & 




Outdoor Clothing • Ironmongery • Hardware • Cookware 

High Street, Cowbridge ^ 01446 772229 



Paul Jarvis of Chipsaway. 


" ChipsAway " 

Professional quality repairs at a fraction of 
bodyshop costs 

»/Quick t^Convenient ✓^Fully guaranteed 
• Paintwork Scratches 
• Bumper Scuffs • Alloy Wheels 
To arrange a free no obligation estimate call 


Paui Jarvis 07904 840202 


Alternatively, call 

0800 028 7878 

or visit 

www.chipsaway.co.uk J 
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Credit Crunch Buster 
I v^«ii Heel, d jr 


Ladles Shoeft 



Before 

After 

3 

» 2 * 

rrrt rrr 
«»t<4« *.♦1 



SUMMER 

CLEARANCE 



Starts Today! 


29 High Street, 
Cowbridge 
01446 772471 

LISTENING : NEGOTIATING : REPRESENTING 

The INDEPENDENT VOICE of Welsh Farmers 

W FARMERS' UNION ^ 
m OF WALES ^ 
FUW INSURANCE 

Your local rural broker 

Nia James Jones 01446 781149 07710 942082 

Sam Evans 07880 719924 

The Farmers' Union of Wales is authorised and regulated by the rmanoal Senrkxs Authentyin 
respect of inauranite mediation under Regetrabon No 30B935 



Performing arts school 
celebrates awards success 



ABOVE: Stagecoach students celebrate 
their awards success. 


sue medonagh 



stripey boys 


new prints and 
j original paintings 
i www.suemcdonagh.co.uk 
^ The Old Wool Barn, 

! Verity’s Court, Cowbridge 
01446 773012 
View and buy work, 
find out more about 
commissions on her 
J stand at the Weish Country 
: Fair, Fonmon 

^ 30th June/lst Juiy 


www.funfoundationsdaynursery.co.uk 


FoundoTions 




Reasons to celebrate 

• 'Educore' that is child-centred, adventurous 
and exciting for all! 

• All our staff have the relevant childcare qualifications 
and have completed the necessary Criminal Record 

Bureau Inspections 

• School - run Service, which may include us dropping 

off and/or collecting from the local area. 

• Exclusive parking for dropping off 

and colfecting your children. 

• Equipment includes Deluxe Role play unit and 
Interactive White Board, vegetable and herb garden. 

• Fresh meals prepared daily by Sue, 

the nursery cook. 

• A personal service - managed by two local primary 

teachers with excellent links to local schools. 

CCTV operated in all rooms 


Tel: 01446 771117 
We look forward 
to seeing you! 

Vale Forge, 

North Road, 
Co'wbridge, 

Vale of Glamorgan 
CF71 7DF 



TAGECOACH 
Theatre Arts 
School is cele¬ 
brating after intro¬ 
ducing new 
Performance Arts 
awards. 

Every child passed 
with outstanding results 
all round, and each was 
presented with a certifi¬ 
cate and written report. 

Stagecoach principal 
Helene Reynolds com¬ 
mented: “It’s wonderful 
that they can add this to 
their record of achieve¬ 
ment. Our weekly 
drama, dance and 
singing sessions teach 


performance skills and 
‘skills for life’. 

“It is very satisfying 
to see how these skills 
impact positively on all 
aspects of their life, and 
will stand them in good 
stead, whatever career 
path they choose to take 
in the future.” 

Stagecoach are 
enrolling now for sum¬ 
mer workshops and 
autumn term classes. 

For more information, 
visit: 

WWW. stagecoach, co. uk/b 
ridgend, or contact 
Helene on 01446 
781454. 




Ph71 

Summer 

Specials... 


Full Head 
Highlights 

including cut & finish £60 

(with Natasha & Lisa) 

Deluxe Gelac 
Manicure 

and full pedicure £30 

Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday 

Limited time only... 

See you soon! 

71 Eastgate, Cowbridge 

01446 772539 

WWW. pli71 haircr ew. CO. uk 



Thomas Bros 


Indepedent 
Funeral Directors 

► Lady in Attendance 

► Professional care assured 

COWBRIDGE 

Tel 01446 775681 


^ CAFtRA rub of the Year 2012 ^ 

The Vale of Glamorgan Inn 

High Street, COWBRIDGE 

T his is a traditional Welsh 
pub nestling in the his¬ 
toric market town of 
Cowbridge. Full of character 
and characters; wonderful 
atmosphere, the best of real 
ales and superb home cooked 
meals at prices that don't 
require a second mortgage. 

A Real Pub 

HOME-COOKED 
MEALS 

Lunch served from 
12 noon - 2.15pm 
Monday to Saturday 

• 6 Real ales 

includes 2 rolling 
guest ales & 
scrumpy cider 
• Real Fires 
• Real Welcome 
• Families Welcome 



This is a Traditional Triendly Pub with a 
large beer garden and a Great Family Atmosphere 

^ Tel; 01446 772252 j 
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LOCAL HAIR SALON STAFF SHOW 
OFF THEIR CREATIVE ARTWORK 




O NE Cowbridge hair salon recently 
celebrated the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee by getting creative and 
raising cash for charity! 

Staff at The Hair Business put their hair 
products aside and took up their paint brush¬ 
es to create a series of ‘artworks’. 

These were put on display around the salon 
and offered to customers (with a reserve price 
of £3). 

The staff’s creativity was rewarded, and 
keen bidding for some of the items pushed the 
total amount raised to more than £100. 

A company spokeswoman said that the 
money would be donated to the chidren’s 
charity. Plan International. 


ABOVE: Staff at The Hair Business 
with their Jubilee works of art. 


Home comforts 



ABOVE: Nicola Punter and Richard Lang 
of Home Comforts 



Rachel Best and Amy Theophilus from 
Fun Foundations Nursery. 



Gaskell and Walker Craig Lamont, 

solicitors. manager of Shoecare. 


K9 Leaders 


Dog Training and Behavioural Services 
^ www.k91eaders.com ^ 




^^^TAggression 
• Destructive behaviour 

• Separation anxiety 

• Lead pulling 

• Excessive barking 

Also offering: 
Puppy/Obedience training 

m 


.and any other guidance 
Nathan Beaver nathan@k91eaders.com 


07837 394348 - 01446 772070 


COMING SOON TO 
COWBRIDGE 



Stand by for the latest collection of stunning new 4 & 5 bedroom homes from 
award-winning Taylor Wimpey Homes, coming soon to a delightful location in Cowbridge. 

Designed with you in mind, this exciting new development will offer the superb quality 
and excellent value for money you expect from one of Britain’s biggest housebuilders. 




To find out more, please call 

02920 534767 

taylorwimpey.co.uk/southwales 

Image shows typical Taylor Wimpey homes. 


Taylor 

Wimpey 



































































“We’ll have only Men 


FRESH from their 
recent success with 
Only Boys Aloud on 
Britain’s Got Talent, 
the members of Only 
Men Aloud are back 
at work mentoring 
and inspiring young 
children across the 
Vale, as they prepare 
for the National 
Eisteddfod. 

‘Only Vale Kids 
Aloud’, the latest in the 
family of choirs, will per¬ 
form for the first time at 
the opening concert. 

Three members of the 
mentoring team talked 
about how the prepara¬ 
tions are going. “We’re 
really looking forward to 
this year’s Eisteddfod,” 
says Craig Yates. “I 
think when everyone’s 


singing together, it’ll be 
something the Eisteddfod 
has never seen before - if 
we can fit everyone onto 
the stage!” 

“Things are going 
well,” adds Dan Phillips. 
“The rehearsals were 
positive and the kids 
have all started well.” 

So it bodes well for 
Only Vale Kids 
Aloud.With the support 
and encouragement of 
Only Men Aloud mem¬ 
bers, it’s obvious that the 
children are involved in a 
project which will inspire 
and stay with them for 
years to come, just as the 
preparations for the 
opening concert at the 
Blaenau Gwent and 
Heads of the Valleys 
Eisteddfod inspired 
another group of young¬ 


sters. Only Boys Aloud. 

Craig has special 
memories from that 
opening concert: “The 
reaction they had that 
night will live with me 
forever.” 

“Definitely,” agrees 
David Mahoney. “It was 
an amazing reaction from 
the crowd, and from the 
teenage boys. We were 
all very proud of them.” 

And although Only 
Boys Aloud soon became 
household names across 
Wales, with a TV series 
following their progress, 
it took a certain ITV 1 
series to bring them to 
the attention of the whole 
of the UK and beyond! 

“I was able to be in 
Britain’s Got Talent for 
each round and the boys 
were amazing,” says 


Dan. 

“It was great to be part 
of it with them and see 
how they grew through¬ 
out the competition,.” 

“It was hard work,” 
admits Craig. “But what 
the boys achieved was 
something very special 
indeed. And by sticking 
to their Welsh roots, they 
touched so many people 
around the world through 
what they did. 
Amazing.” 

The Vale of 
Glamorgan National 
Eisteddfod will be the 
third time Only Men 
Aloud have headlined at 
the National Eisteddfod, 
but does any one per¬ 
formance or concert 
stand out? All three 
answer almost simultane¬ 
ously. 


“The opening concert 
at Ebbw Vale. It was a 
magical moment when 
Only Boys Aloud joined 
us on stage,” says David. 

Craig says: “It’s got to 
be the concert in Ebbw 
Vale, where Only Boys 
Aloud performed for the 
first time. I’ll never for¬ 
get it. 

So with less than two 
months to go, what can 
the boys tell us about 
their performance on the 
night - what can we 
expect at this year’s 
opening concert? 

“It’ll be a night to cel¬ 
ebrate Wales’ reputation 
and heritage as the land 
of song with a rich array 
and variety of choral 
singing,” says David. 

“And it’ll be a packed 
stage,” adds Craig. 


Aloud, Only Boys Aloud, 
the Principality Only 
Boys Aloud Academi and 
Only Vale Kids Aloud 
joining us on stage. It’ll 
be quite a squeeze 
towards the end!” 

Craig thinks the young 
members will benefit 
from their experiences, 
and they’ll make some 
great friendships along 
the way. 

“It’ll broaden their 
horizons and help them 
to grow in ability and 
self-confidence,” and 
with that, Craig and the 
others rejoin the school- 
children busily preparing 
for the opening concert 
on the Pavilion stage at 
the old airfield in 
Llandow on Eriday, 
August 3 at 8pm. 

Some tickets are still 
available for the evening. 
Go online to or ring the 
ticketline on 0845 4090 
800. The Vale of 
Glamorgan National 
Eisteddfod is held from 
4-11 August. For more 
information go online. 
Welsh phrase of the 
week / Ymadrodd yr 
wythnos: Dwi’n hoffi 
gwylio tenis (Dween ho- 
phee goo-il-yeo teniss) 
which means ‘7 like 
watching tennis’. 

Paratoadau ar 
gyfer Cyngerdd 
agoriadol yr 
Eisteddfod yn 
Codi Stem. 

MAE aelodau Only 
Men Aloud yn 61 wrth 
eu gwaith yn mentora 
ac ysbrydoli plant ardal 
Bro Morgannwg wrth 
iddyn nhw baratoi ar 
gyfer yr Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol, yn dilyn 
eu llwyddiant diweddar 
gydag Only Boys Aloud 
ar raglen adloniant 
Britain’s Got Talent. 

Bydd Only Vale Kids 
Aloud, y diweddaraf yn y 
teulu o gorau, yn perf- 
formio am y tro cyntaf 
yng nghyngerdd agori¬ 
adol yr Eisteddfod eleni. 
Noddir y cyngerdd gan 
Principality. Cymerodd 
dri aelod seibiant o’r 
gwaith hyjforddi i son am 
sut mae’r paratoadau’n 
dod yn eu blaenau ac i 
hel atgofion am eu profi- 
adau Eisteddfodol dros 
y blynyddoedd diwethaf. 

“Rydan ni’n edrych 
ymlaen, ” meddai Craig 
Yates. “Rwy ’n meddwl y 
bydd o’n brofiad gwych 
gweld pawb yn canu 
gyda’i gilydd - os y gall- 
wn ni jfitio pawb ar y 
llwyfan! 

“Mae’r plant yn 
edrych ymlaen yn eid- 
dgar yn barod, ac yn 
awyddus iawn i rannu 
llwyfan gydag Only Men 
Aloud. Er rwy’n siwr 
mai edrych ymlaen i weld 
Only Boys Aloud mae 
Rawer iawn ohonyn nhw, 
go iawn!” 

Felly mae’n argoeli’n 
dda ar gyfer Only Vale 
Kids Aloud, a chyda 
chefnogaeth a chymorth 
aelodau Only Men 
Aloud, mae ’n amlwg bod 
y plant yn rhan o brosiect 
a fydd yn eu hysbrydoli 
ac aros gyda hwy amfly- 
nyddoedd, yn union fel yr 
ysbrydolwyd grwp arall 
o fechgyn ifanc gan y 
profiad o baratoi ar gyfer 
cyngerdd agoriadol 

Eisteddfod Genedlaethol 
Blaenau Gwent a 
Blaenau’r Cymoedd 

ddwy flynedd yn 31. 


Cafodd cor Only Boys 
Aloud eu creu ar gyfer 
cyngerdd agoriadol yr 
Eisteddfod y flwyddyn 
honno, a thros y ddwy 
flynedd ddiwethaf mae’r 
cor o 160 o fechgyn o 
bob cwr o gymoedd y de 
wedi mynd o nerth i 
nerth. 

Mae gan Craig 
atgofion melys iawn o’r 
perfformiad cyntaf, 
“Roedd y cyngerdd yna ’n 
wych. Noson arbennig 
iawn. Bydd yr ymateb a 
gafodd y bechgyn yn aros 
yn y cofam byth. 

Dim ond tri mis 
ynghynt y crewyd y cor 
bechgyn, ac roedd bod ar 
y llwyfan gyda nhw, 
gweld mwynhad y 
gynulleidfa a’r hunan- 
hyder a ddaeth yn sgil 
hynny’n rywbeth byth- 
gofiadwy. ” 

“Yn bendant, ” meddai 
David Mahoney. 

Ymateb gwefreiddiol gan 
y gynulleidfa, a 160 o 
fechgyn wedi cyjfroi’n 
llwyr. Roeddem ni i gyd 
mor falch ohonyn nhw. 
Roedd yn hudol - pinacl 
ein profiad Eisteddfodol 
ni. Noson i’w chofio a’i 
thrysori am byth. ” 

Ac er bod Only Boys 
Aloud wedi dod yn 
enwau cyfarwydd iawn i 
ni yma yng Nghymru 
gyda chyfres deledu 
arbennig yn dilyn eu 
llwyddiant a chyfleoedd i 
gefnogi Only Men Aloud 
mewn cyngherddau, bu 
ymddangosiad ar raglen 
adloniant ar ITV 1 ar 
draws Prydain yn ddigon 
i sicrhau bod y bechgyn 
yn denu sylw ym mhob 
cwr o’r DU a thu hwnt! 

“Ro ’n i ym mhob 
rownd o raglen Britain’s 
Got Talent, a roedd y 
bechgyn yn wych, ” med¬ 
dai Dan. “Roedd yn 
brofiad gwych cael bod 
gyda nhw a’u gweld yn 
datblygu fel grwp yn 
ystod y gystadleuaeth - 
ac yn ymddwyn mor 
aeddfed. ” 

“Roedd yn bleser 
pur, ” ychwanegodd 
David. “Tipyn o daith i’r 
bechgyn - ond fe Iwyd- 
don nhw i apelio at y 
beirniaid - ac rwy’n siwr 
mai Only Boys Aloud yw 
‘boyband’ blaenaf 
Prydain erbyn hyn - 
neu’r un mwyafo leiaf! ” 

“Roedd yn waith 
caled, ” meddai Craig. 
“Ond roedd yr hyn a 
gyfawnodd y bechgyn yn 
arbennig iawn iawn. A 
thrwy gadw i’w gwreid- 
diau fe gyffyrddon nhw a 
chymaint o bobl ym 
mhob cwr o’r byd. - 
profiad eithriadol. ” 

Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol Bro 
Morgannwg fydd y trydy- 
dd tro i Only Men Aloud 
serennu ar Iwyfan y 
Pafiliwn, ond a oes 
unrhyw berfformiad yn 
sefyll allan? Mae’r tri 
yn ateb bron ar unwaith. 

“Cyngerdd agoriadol 
Glyn Ebwy. Mi oedd o ’n 
hudolus pan ymunodd 
Only Boys Aloud a ni ar y 
llwyfan,” meddai David. 
“Digwyddiad fantas¬ 
tic, ” ychwanega Dan. 
“Cyngerdd cyhoeddus 
cyntaf Only Boys Aloud. 
Arbennig iawn. ” 

Dywed Craig, “Mae’n 
rhaid i mi ddweud y cyn¬ 
gerdd yng Nglyn Ebwy 
pan berfformiodd Only 
Boys Aloud am y tro 
cyntaf. Anghofia i mo’r 
cyngerdd yna byth. Er, 
mae ‘na stori ddoniol am 
ein cyngerdd yn Y Bala 


yn 2009. 

Roeddan ni am berf- 
formio ‘Gwyr Harlech ’ 
am y tro cyntaf, ac roedd 
Tim yn awyddus i ni gael 
biniau a ffyn, a’n bod 
ninnau’n stampio ein 
traed a defiyddio ffyn. 

“Roeddan ni’n ymar- 
fer am yn tro cyntaf a heb 
weithio popeth allan yn 
iawn, felly roedd clwstwr 
o finiau a ffyn ar y 
llwyfan a ninnau’n canu 
wrth eu hymyl. Roedd 
popeth yn iawn tan eifod 
yn amser mynd ar y bws. 

“Doeddem ni methu a 
chael hyd i’r biniau yn 
unman. Ar 31 chwilio o 
amgylch y lie, fe gawson 
ni hyd iddyn nhw, wedi’u 
lleoli o amgylch y 
Pafliwn -a’r rhanfwyaf 
ohonyn nhw ’n Hawn 
papurau a phethau 
felly!” 

Felly gyda llai na deu- 
fis i fynd cyn yr 
Eisteddfod eleni, beth y 
gallwn ei ddisgwyl yn y 
cyngerdd agoriadol? 
Dyw’r mentoriaid ddim 
yn awyddus i ddweud 
gormod ar hyn o bryd. 

“Noson i ddathlu tref- 
tadaeth a phwysigrwydd 
Cymru fel gwlad y gan 
fydd nos Wener agori¬ 
adol yr Eisteddfod 
eleni, ” meddai David. 

Mae Dan yn cytuno, 
gan ddweud, “Bydd rhy- 
wbeth ar gyfer pawb yn y 
cyngerdd eleni - caneuon 
newydd a hen ffefrynnau, 
felly gobeithio y bydd 
pawb yn mwynhau ’u 
hunain. ” 

“Ac fe fydd y llwyfan 
dan ei sang,” ychwane¬ 
godd Craig. “Bydd 
Only Men Aloud, Only 
Boys Aloud, Academi 
Only Boys Aloud y 
Principality ac Only Vale 
Kids Aloud ar y llwyfan. 
Dipyn o noson, a gobei¬ 
thio y bydd pawb yn cael 
modd i fyw. Welwn ni 
chi yno!” 

Mae taith haf eisoes 
wedi’i threfnu ar 31 yr 
Eisteddfod a chyngherd- 
dau Nadolig yn y dyd- 
diadur yn barod, a does 
dim arwydd bod bywyd 
yn mynd i arafu ar gyfer 
y mentoriaid o Only Men 
Aloud wrth iddyn nhw 
ddychwelyd at eu grwpi- 
au i baratoi 300 o blant 
cynradd ar gyfer y cyn¬ 
gerdd. 

Mae Craig yn s3n am 
y budd y caiffy bobl ifanc 
o’r profiad hwn ar 
Iwyfan y Brifwyl eleni. 
“Fe fydd yn sicr o 
ehangu ’u gorwelion nhw, 
ac yn eu helpu i ddat- 
blygu ’u doniau a ’u 
hunan-hyder. ” 

A chyda hyn, mae 
Craig, Dan a David yn 
ail-ymuno gyda’r plant 
ysgol i ail-afael yn yr 
ymarfer i sicrhau bod y 
perfformiad ar Iwyfan y 
Pafiliwn yn hen faes 
awyr Elandw, nos Wener 
3 Awst am 8pm, yn berf- 
faith. 

Mae rhai tocynnau ar 
31 ar gyfer y cyngerdd. 
Ewch i 

WWW. eisteddfod.org. uk 
neu ffoniwch 0845 4090 
800 i ’w prynu. 

Cynhelir Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol Bro 

Morgannwg o 4-11 Awst. 
Am ragor o wybodaeth 
ewch arlein. 

SIGNED EDWARDS 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
(A4231 BARRY DOCK LINK ROAD, BARRY) 
(30MPH SPEED RESTRICTION AND 
PROHIBITION OF RIGHT TURN 
(TEMPORARY) ORDER 2012 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of its powers under 
Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as amended), 
and of all other enabling powers intends in not less than seven days 
from the date of this Notice to make an Order the general effect of 
which is as described in the schedules below: - 

SCHEDULE 1 

No person shall cause or permit a motor vehicle to travel at a speed 
greater than 30 mph in the location specified in Schedule 2 below. 

SCHEDULE 2 

Location The area of the A4231 Barry Dock Link Road to 

be affected is between the roundabout with the 
A4055 Cardiff Road and the roundabout with 
Gilbert Lane (Supermarket) 

In addition, the Order known as The Vale of 
Glamorgan Council (A4231 Docks Link Road, 
Barry) (SOmph Speed Restriction) Order 2005 
will be suspended whilst the 30mph signs are in 
place. 

Reason To allow essential road safety improvements to be 

undertaken, together with associated works. 

Duration From 06:00Hrs on 15th July 2012, for a maximum 

period of 18 months, or until such time as the 
30mph Traffic Signs are removed, whichever is the 
sooner. 

SCHEDULE 3 

2. No person shall cause or permit a vehicle to turn right 
at the locations specified in Schedule 4. 

SCHEDULE 4 

Location The right turn from the A4231 Barry Docks Link 

Road into Coldbrook Road, Barry. 

Alternative Route In a southeasterly direction to the roundabout at 
the A4055 Cardiff Road, then “U” turning at this 
roundabout, back along the A4231 Barry Docks 
Link Road then turning left into Coldbrook Road. 

nation The right turn from Argae Lane onto the A4231 

Barry Docks Link Road. 

Alternative Route In a southeasterly direction to the roundabout at 
the A4055 Cardiff Road, then “U” turning at this 
roundabout, back along the A4231 Barry Docks 
Link Road. 

Location The right turn from A4231 Barry Docks Link Road 

into Argae Lane 

Alternative Route In a northwesterly direction to the roundabout at 
Gilbert Lane (Supermarket) then “U” turning at this 
roundabout and travelling back along the A4231 
Barry Docks Link Road and turning left into Argae 
Lane. 


nation No Right Turn from Coldbrook Road onto the 

A4231 Barry Docks Link Road 

Alternative Route In a northwesterly direction to the roundabout at 
Gilbert Lane (Supermarket) then “U” turning at this 
junction and travelling back along the A4231 Barry 
Docks Link Road. 


Reason 

Duration 


To allow essential road safety improvements to be 
undertaken, together with associated works. 

From 06:00Flrs on 15th July 2012, for a maximum 
period of 18 months, or until such time as the No 
Right Turn Traffic Signs are removed, whichever is 
the sooner. . . 


Dated this 28th day of June 2012. 

Mr. M. Punter 

Head of Visible Services, 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

The Alps, Wenvoe. CF5 6AA 




Lleoliad 


CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
GORCHYMYN (DROS DRO) 
(CYFYNGU CYFLYMDRA I 30M.Y.A. 

A GWAHARDDTROI I’R DDE) 

(FFORDD GYSWLLT DOCIAU’R BARRI 
(A4231),Y BARRI) 

CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 2012 

Hysbysir trwy hyn y bydd Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, gan arfer ei bwerau 
o dan Adran 14(1) Deddf Rheoli Traffig 1984 (ddivyygiedig) a phob pwer 
galluogi arall, yn gwneud Gorchymyn ymhen o leiaf saith niwrnod ar 61 
dyddiad yr hysbysiad hwn i’r diben cyffredinol a ddisgrifir yn yr atodlen- 
ni isod: 

ATODLEN1 

Ni fydd neb yn gyrru nac yn achosi nac yn caniatau i neb arall yrru 
unrhyw gerbyd yn gyflymach na 30 m.y.a. yn y mannau a bennwyd yn 
Atodlen 2 isod. 

ATODLEN 2 

Y rhan o Ffordd Gyswilt Dociau’r Barri (A4231) sydd 
dan sylw yw’r darn rhwng y gylchfan sy’n cysylitu a 
Cardiff Road (A4055) a’r gylchfan sy’n cysylitu a Gilbert 
Lane (Archfarchnad) 

Hefyd, bydd y Gorchymyn a adwaenir fel Gorchymyn 
(C\rfyngu Cyflymdra i 50m.y.a.) (Ffordd Gyswilt 
Dociau’r Barri (A4231)) Cyngor Bro Morgannwg 
2005 yn cael ei ohirio nes bod yr arwyddion 30m.y.a. 
wedi’u gosod. 

Gwneud gwaith angenrheidiol ar gyfer diogelu’r ffordd 
ac unrhyw waith arall sy’n gysylltiedig a hynny. 

O 06:00 ar 15 Gorffennaf 2012 ymlaen am hyd at 18 
mis, neu ar 61 i’r arwyddion traffig 30m.y.a. gael eu 
symud, pa un bynnag a fo’r dyddiad diweddaraf. 

ATODLEN 3 

2. Ni fydd neb yn troi i’r dde yn y mannau a bennwyd yn Atodiad 
4 nac yn achosi nac yn caniatau i unrhyw un arall wneud hynny. 

ATODLEN 4 

Y troad i’r dde sy’n anvain o Ffordd Gyswilt Dociau’r 
Barri (A4231) i Coldbrook Road, Y Barri. 


Cvfnod 


Lleoliad 


Llwybr arall Mynd i gyfeiriad y de-ddwyrain nes cyrraedd y gylchfan 
sy’n cysylitu a Cardiff Road (A4055), gwneud ‘tro pedol’ 
o gwmpas y gylchfan honno, mynd yn 61 ar hyd Ffordd 
Gyswilt Dociau’r Barri, a throi i’r chwith i Coldbrook 
Road. 

Lleoliad Y troad i’r dde sy’n arwain o Argae Lane i Ffordd Gyswilt 

Dociau’r Barri (A4231). 

Llwybr arall Mynd i gyfeiriad y de-ddwyrain nes cyrraedd y gylchfan 
sy’n cysylitu a Cardiff Road (A4055), gwneud ‘tro pedol’ 
o gwmpas y gylchfan honno a mynd yn 61 ar hyd Ffordd 
Gyswilt Dociau’r Barri (A4231). 

Lleoliad Y troad i’r dde sy’n arwain o Ffordd Gyswilt Dociau’r 
Barri (A4231) i Argae Lane. 

Llwybr arall Mynd i gyfeiriad y gogledd-orllewin nes cyrraedd y 
gylchfan sy’n cysylitu a Gilbert Lane (Archfarchnad), 
gwneud ‘tro pedol’ o gwmpas y gylchfan honno, mynd 
yn 61 ar hyd Ffordd Gyswilt Dociau’r Barri (A4231) a 
throi i’r chwith i Argae Lane. 

Lleoliad 


Y troad i’r dde sy’n anvain o Coldbrook Road i Ffordd 
Gyswilt Dociau’r Barri (A4231). 

Llwybr arall Mynd i gyfeiriad y gogledd-orllewin nes cyrraedd y 
gylchfan sy’n cysylitu a Gilbert Lane (Archfarchnad), 
gwneud ‘tro pedol’ wrth y gyffordd honno a mynd yn 61 
ar hyd Ffordd Gyswilt Dociau’r Barri. 

Rheswm Gwneud gwaith angenrheidiol ar gyfer diogelu’r ffordd 
ac unrhyw waith arall sy’n gysylltiedig a hynny. 

Cvfnod O 06:00 ar 15 Gorffennaf 2012 ymlaen am hyd at 18 
mis, neu ar 61 i’r arwyddion traffig 30m.y.a. gael eu 
symud, pa un bynnag a fo’r dyddiad diweddaraf. 

Dyddiedig 28 Mehefin 2012. 

M. Punter, 

Pennaeth Gwasanaethau Gweladwy 

Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 

Canolfan yr Alpau, Gwenf6. CF5 6AA. 


/fd 
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Cadoxton bowlers 
blow victory on 
the last five ends 


A disastrous last 
five ends saw 
Cadoxton lose this 
home game against 
Murch from a 
healthy position, of 
12 shots advantage. 

Three of the four rinks 
were leading and the 
other was seven shots 
down. At the end of the 
game there was just one 
winning rink, skipped by 
Graham Brown, and an 
overall deficit of 17 
shots. All four rinks lost 
shots during this period. 

The change coincided 
with a downpour of rain, 
which the opposition 
adapted to much better, 
than the home side. 

Scores: P Ellis, M 
Curtis, W Vaughan, H 
Craven 12-25; I 
Robertson, D Evans, W 
Eadie, G Brown 26-20; S 
Clarke, L Cundlijfe, D 
Brook, D Kuhnell 17-24; 
D Tuck, M Mathews, J 


Davies, K Chedgzoy 
18-21. Einal score: 
73-90. 

Cadoxton ‘A’ 

V Murch ‘A’ 

- (ML6) 

The ‘A’ side travelled 
with a depleted side to 
meet Murch ‘A’, who 
were also struggling to 
make a team. 

Both sides played 
short and the outcome 
was three losing rinks for 
the visitors, but a good 
win from the other rink, 
which allowed them to 
take the aggregate by one 
shot. 

Scores: E & 1 

Heppenstall, J Stewart, 
G Davies 14-15; S 
Clements, R Knight, R 
Harding 25-12; D 
Collard, K Tanner, 1 
Dunbar 14-22; L Tanner, 
D Tanning, G Garland 
15-18. Einal score: 
68-67. 


Cadoxton v 
Romilly - 
Munro Cup 

This Munro Cup game 
commenced at 

Cadoxton, and at the 
same time the rain 
started and continued 
steadily throughout. 

The result was a nar¬ 
row three-shot win for 
Romilly, after Cadoxton 
conceded seven shots on 
the last end with all rinks 
failing. 

Kelvin Chedgzoy and 
Don Kuhnell skipped 
their rinks to wins over 
Bryn Gough and Bob 
Wyatt. Kelvin’s rink 
recovered from a slow 
start to draw level at 7-7, 
before a five took them in 
front. This was followed 
shortly by two threes, 
which gave them an 
unassailable lead. 

Don’s rink took con¬ 
trol of their match, with 
some excellent bowling 
from the beginning, and 
moved into a 10-4 lead. 

The visitors made bet¬ 
ter progress when full 
length jacks were insti¬ 
gated, with the home 
front players finding dif¬ 
ficulty in the wet condi¬ 
tions. However, some 
good turn over shots 
stopped a complete 
comeback. 

Graham Brown came 


up against Alan Bryan 
and the visiting rink took 
a big lead with high scor¬ 
ing ends, to reach 19-3 at 
half way. An improve¬ 
ment brought the score to 
13-21, but the final two 
ends were lost. 

Howard Craven had 
Mel Newman as his 
opposition. The success 
in the early stages was 
shared until the score 
was tied 9-9 at the half 
way stage. 

The visitors won the 
next three ends but the 
scores were levelled 
again on 14-14. Three 
further successes in the 
last four ends gave 
Romilly the win. 

Scores: S Clarke, M 
Mathews, G Davies, H 
Craven 15-19 
L Jones, D Cameron, A 
Woolcock, M Newman; S 
Clements, R Cole, D 
Evans, D Kuhnell 15-11 
M Gershenson, G 
Whittaker, J Jones, B 
Wyatt; G Solomon, L 
Adams, W Vaughan, G 
Brown 13-25 
P Gershenson, T 
Bloomfield, M Doyle, B 
Gough; D Panning, H 
Hellyar, J Stewart, K 
Chedgzoy 20-11 C Rees, 
P Hoad, G Trepleton, A 
Bryan. Pinal score: 
63-66. 

DK 


Barrivale results 

LATEST results from Barrivale, June 19: 

1st Mike Best and Mike Close 60.2 per cent; 2nd 
Bryn Gough and Dave Reed 59.17; 3rd Alan Jones 
and Lyn Matthews 58.75. 

Bryn & Dave won on handicap. 

New members are always welcome at Barrivale; if 
you would like to join telephone 01446 733425 or 
01446 418380 or call at the Pioneer Hall, Beryl 
Road Barry on Tuesdays at 7pm. 

MB 


BOWLERS GAIN REVENGE 
WITH DESERVED VICTORY 


LLANTWIT 
bowlers travelled 
to Windsor 
(Penarth) for their 
Munro cup game 
on Wednesday, tak¬ 
ing revenge for 
their defeat hy 
them in the 
Carruthers Cup 
with a three rink, 
66-58 shot win. 

Graham Jones’ rink 
were behind until the 
eighth end, then took 
control with Graham 
having an excellent 
match. 

On one end, Llantwit 
were seven shots down 
when their skip pro¬ 
duced a superb bowl to 
take the shot. Windsor 
only scored one shot on 
the last six ends to lose 
by three shots. 

Danny Aheam’s rink 
top scored with the 
Llantwit skip enjoying 
beating his old club. 

Derek Lancaster, on 
this rink, had a good 
game; after being down 
by six shots after five 
ends, Llantwit prevent¬ 
ed Windsor scoring for 
eight ends while taking 
an eight-shot lead, final¬ 
ly winning by 11 shots. 

Neville Young's rink 
faced a formidable foe 
in Windsor skip Ken 
McLeod but this failed 
to daunt Llantwit, with 


Derek Mutlow at lead 
putting in some good 
bowls to give Llantwit a 
cracking start of nine 
shots up after five ends. 

With good support 
from Ambrose Horgan 
and Mike Williams 
Llantwit came away 
with a five-shot win. 

Steve Booker’s rink 
started well, holding the 
lead until the sixth end 
against Mai Hope’s 
rink, then fell away fail¬ 
ing to score on the last 
six ends. 

Rink scores: GJ 16- 

13, DA 21-10, NY 19- 

14, SB 10-21. 

Llantwit played their 

second league match of 
the season when they 
visited St Josephs 
(Cardiff) on Saturday. 

Despite winning on 
two rinks and only los¬ 
ing by one shot on 
another LLanwit lost 
78-57. 

Charles Hiscock’s 
rink stormed into a 
seven-shot lead after 
only six ends. 

St Josephs came back 
in the later stages, but 
Llantwit never lost their 
lead to win by four 
shots. 

Neville Young’s rink 
had a tight tussle with 
their opponentsand on 
the 13 th end Llantwit 
were down six shots, 
with some consistently 
good bowling from 


Derek Mutlow and 
some good conversion 
shots from Mike 
Adams. 

Llantwit turned the 
game around taking the 
next eight ends to win 
by two shots. 

Graham Jones’ rink, 
while not at their best, 
but put up a good fight. 
Down on the eighth 
end, they held on to 
take the lead on the 
13th end only to stag¬ 
nate for five ends to 


lose by one shot. 

Steve Booker’s rink 
could not get going 
against a very strong 
rink. Fifteen shots down 
after seven ends, 
Llantwit had a mini 
revival when they went 
on short jacks;but they 
could not maintain this, 
failing to score on the 
last seven ends. 

Rink scores: CH 16- 
12, NY 21-19, GJ 14- 
15, SB 6-32. 

JY 


Three out of 
three for Dinas 


DINAS Powys sec¬ 
ond team made it 
three wins out of 
three for June with 
victory over 

Rhiwbina last 
Saturday. 

Following victories 
over Barry Athletic by 
12 points to 2, and over 
a very strong Penylan 
side by the same margin, 
Dinas were at home to 
Rhiwbina last Saturday 
and secured a 14 point to 
0 victory. 

Two rinks up and two 
down on five ends gave 
them a narrow three shot 
lead overall 

By the 10th end, 
Dinas had stamped their 
authority on the game 
increasing their lead to 


13 shots. 

By the 15th end they 
were 20 shots in front 
Three rinks were up on 
the 18th end and with a 
24-shot lead the game 
was just about secure. 

A strong last two 
ends, scoring five shots, 
by the Neil Giles rink 
gave them a one-shot 
victory, securing the 
final two points to give 
the team all 14, and a 23- 
shot victory, 86-65. 

Despite a strong fin¬ 
ish, Dinas 1st Team suf¬ 
fered a disappointingly 
narrow defeat at Gilfach 
Bargoed, by three shots, 
ending their Carruthers 
Shield ambitions for this 
season. 

AD 



Brighter 

Moves 


Moving with the times... 


SELLING FEES OF JUST 0 . 85 % (subject to minimum fee of £995.00) 

No Sale, No Fees, No VAT • Tenant Finding Service Available 



OGMORE VALE II COITY II BRACKLA II PENCOED II ABERKENFIG II PEN-Y-FAI 




Ashbrook, Brackla 
CF31 2AT 
£110,000 

3 bed semi, upvc DG, GCH, no chain 


Heol Bryncwtyn 
CF35 5PX 
£114,950 

2 bedrooms, good presentation, conservatory 


Church Street 
CF32 9AU 
£129,995 

5 beds, extended kitchen, good size garden 


Chantal Avenue 
CF31 4NN 
£147,995 

3 bed bungalow, town & motorway links, garage 


Adare Street 
CF32 7HF 
£55,000 

3 bedrooms, upvc doubie giazing, no chain 


Heol Spencer 
CF35 6AS 
£110,000 

2 bed cottage, 2 rec rooms, renovation project 


OGMORE VALE 



Park Avenue 
CF32 7DH 
£149,995 

3 bed semi, traditional property, 
private parking, patio and garden 



Hunters Ridge 
CF31 2LJ 
£172,995 

4 bedroom detached, modern kitchen/ 
bathroom, rear garden 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 



Eurgan Close 
CF61 1QY 
£184,995 

3 bedrooms, corner plot garden, 
good size garage, conservatory 


BROADLANDS 



Rhodfa Cnocell y Coed 
CF31 5FS 
£220,000 

4 bedroom property, Broadlands new 
build, relocation sale 


PONTYCLUN 



Oakiands, Miskin 
CF72 8RW 
£279,500 

4 bedrooms, popular location, 
conservatory, double garage 


BLACKMILL 



Blackmill Road 
CF35 6DW 
Reduced to £390,000 

Barn conversion, approx 2 acres, 3 and 
1 bed properties, good motorway access 


X rightmove.cauk 

FindaProperty.com 



Free Valuation, For Sale Boards, Accompanied Viewings 

Independent agents working in Bridgend, The Vale, Pencoed and Porthcawi 


119a, Wyndham House, Wyndham Street, Bridgend CF31 1EF. 
Tel: 0800 043 1995 • 01656 655936 
www.brightermoveswales.co.uk • E-Mail: enquiries@brightermoveswales.co.uk 
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LLANDINHAM ROAD, BARRY 


Well presented 1st floor maisonette. Living room 
sea views, two doubie bedrooms, kitchen/diner, util¬ 
ity room, repiacement bathroom, 2006 Dunraven 
upvc windows, gas CH via a combi. Option of off 
road parking to rear (subject to usuai consent). 

£99,950 




TREHARNE ROAD, BARRY 

Original features. Victorian semi 
detached, three reception rooms, three 
bedrooms, family bathroom, enclosed 
garden. Side access. Upvc double glaz¬ 
ing, gas central heating. 

£94,950 


GREENACRES, BARRY 

Three bedroomed, modern semi detached, iiving room 
with French doors, fitted kitchen opening to dining room 
(converted garage). Puil down iadder ieading to hobby 
room with velux window, enclosed private rear garden. 
Double driveway in width. Offered with no chain. 

£144,950 


VERE STREET, BARRY 

Two bedrooms amidst shops. Walking 
distance to train. Living room, fitted 
kitchen, level rear garden with lane 
access. Ideal first time buy. 

£54,950 




TREM Y DON, BARRY 

Spacious corner position. Extended, detached, four 
bedrooms, iiving room, dining room, two conservato¬ 
ries, sunken pooi, summer house housing, hot tub 
and bar (to remain). Ampie parking. 

£329,950 


HOWARD COURT, BARRY 

Two bedrooms, first floor apartment. 

In need of modernisation. Living 
room. Gas central heating and upvc- 
double glazing. 

£84,950 


TENNYSON ROAD, BARRY 

Three bedroomed, mid linked tradi¬ 
tional. Well presented. 
Enclosed rear garden. 

Easy access to link road. 

£102,500 


BLENHEIM CLOSE, BARRY 

Spacious four bedroomed, through living 
room, corner positioned. Front, side and 
rear gardens, wc, cloakroom, 
garage/parking. Popular location. 

£229,950 


COTSWOLD RISE, BARRY 

Well presented throughout. Three double bed¬ 
rooms, corner positioned end of link. Living 
room, conservatory, integrai garage/driveway, 
double glazed. Gas CH via combi. Spacious con¬ 
temporary living, ideai famiiy home. No chain. 

£139,950 


MERTHYR DYFAN COURT, BARRY 

Five bedroomed, modern detached, gated 
secure courtyard. 3 rec rooms, 
kitchen/diner aprox 23ft, utility room, 
ensuite wet-waik in dressing room, doubie 
garage. Enclosed rear garden. No chain. 

£485,000 


COED YR ODYN, BARRY 

Prime iocation, situated at top of Porthceri. 
Three storey town house. Ground floor: 
Living room, kitchen/breakfast. 1st floor: sit¬ 
ting room, bedroom, wc. 2nd floor: 3 bed¬ 
rooms, family bathroom. 

£169,950 


GLENBROOK DRIVE, BARRY 

One bedroomed gallery style 
mid terraced living room, 
driveway/parking, enclosed garden. 
No chain. 

£74,950 


TYNEWYDD ROAD, BARRY 

Traditional dwelling. Two apartments. 
Ground floor apartment: living, 2 beds, 
kitchen, bathroom, F/F apartment: Living, 
1 bed, kitchen, bathroom, enclosed gar¬ 
den, upvc DG, GCFI via combi. 

£124,995 


EAST WALK, BARRY 

Extended semi detached.Spacious 23ft lounge, 
sitting room, kitchen, utility room, four bed¬ 
rooms, garage and driveway. Enclosed rear gar¬ 
den. Spacious living throughout. 

£169,950 


SOUTHBOURNE COURT, BARRY 

Approx 20 yrs old. modern semi detached dorma 
bungalow. Fitted kitchen, living room/dining room, 
two double bedrooms, upvc double glazed. Gas 
CH via a combi boiler. Double driveway in width 
for ample parking. Enclosed garden. 

£119,950 


BARRY ROAD, BARRY 

In need of modernisation. Mid terraced 
traditional.Through living room, separate 
dining room, kitchen, ground floor bath¬ 
room. GCH via combi. No chain. 

£94,950 


PENDINE CLOSE, BARRY 

End of terraced. Three bedrooms, wc 
cloakroom. Living room leading to rear. 
Upvc DG, GCH. Gates opening to rear 
providing parking. No chain. 

£97,500 


MAES Y GWENYN, BARRY 

Detached.4 double bedrooms, master 
en suite. Kitchen with integrated appli¬ 
ances. Well presented throughout. 
Enclosed rear garden. Integral garage. 

£239,950 


ST LYTHANS ROAD, BARRY 

Four bedroomed, detached, cul de sac 
position. Living room, kitchen, open plan 
lounge with vaulted ceiling. Master ensuite, 
enclosed garden. Driveway/garage. 

£239,950 


TITHE BARN, RHOOSE 

Barn conversion, spacious living accom¬ 
modation, Sea views from rear. Five 
bedrooms, three bathrooms, three 
reception rooms, double garage also 
separate detached bungalow. 

£725,000 




llli 


COLCOT ROAD, BARRY 

Extended semi detached, bay fronted, liv¬ 
ing room, dining room, kitchen with open 
plan sitting area. Utility area, 4 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, detached garage. 

£209,950 


JEWEL STREET, BARRY 

Mid terraced, bay fronted traditional. 
Through living room, kitchen/breakfast, 
downstairs bathroom, 3 bedrooms, upvc 
DG, GCH via combi. Enclosed garden. 

£99,950 


BOROUGH AVENUE, BARRY 

Extended semi detached, three bed¬ 
rooms, two reception rooms, fitted 
kitchen, enclosed garden. Driveway 
providing parking. 

£149,950 


DYFRIG STREET, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional, in need of moderni¬ 
sation. Two reception rooms. 

No chain. Gas central heating. 

Water views from front. 

Offers in region of £129,950 


BLACKBERRY DRIVE, BARRY 

Four bedroomed, modern detached, con¬ 
structed in 1998. Living room and dining 
room, kitchen/breakfast, integral garage, 
ensuite bathroom, level enclosed garden. 

£217,000 


REGENT STREET, RHOOSE 

Well presented, four bedrooms, three 
receptions, downstairs wc. First floor 
family bathroom, upvc DG, gas CH. 
Low maintenance garden. No chain. 

£134,950 


MERTHYR STREET, BARRY 

Traditional 3 bed terrace. Well presented. 
2 reception rooms, upvc DG, GCH, via 
combi downstairs bathroom. Town centre 
location. Ideal first time buy 

£104,950 


GLASLYN CLOSE, BARRY 

Semi detached, situated on large plot, three 
double bedrooms, wc cloakroom, living room, 
kitchen/diner with integrated appliances, utili¬ 
ty room - integral garage, luxury bathroom 
suite, private, enclosed rear garden. 

£199,950 


REGENT STREET, BARRY 

Well presented, three bedrooms, through 
living room, dining room, modern fitted 
kitchen, family bathroom, wc cloak to first 
floor, upvc DG, GasCH. An ideal FTB. 

£122,950 


WYND STREET, BARRY 

Two bedrooms, bay fronted, forecourted front. 
Immaculate presentation, through living room, 
modern fitted kitchen. Enclosed garden. Lane 
access. Ideal first time buy. 

£112,500 


HOLLYROOD CLOSE, BARRY 

Extended semi detached, corner position, 
3 bedrooms, 2 reception rooms, fitted 
kitchen, garage/parking. Enciosed rear 
garden. Viewing highiy recommended. 

£149,950 


MEGGIT ROAD, BARRY 

Three bedroomed, semi detached, extended to side 
elevation. Ground floor: living room, dining room, 
kitchen, utility, study (bedroom) shower room. 1st 
floor: 3 bedrooms, family bathroom. Off road parking. 

£114,950 


WELL WALK, BARRY 

Situated on the Knap. Three bedrooms, 
semi detached. Cul de sac position. Walks 
to the beaches, three rec rooms, wc cloak¬ 
room, luxury bathroom. Viewing highly rec¬ 
ommended. 

£309,950 


CARN Y EBOL, BARRY 

Well presented. Modern two bedrooms, 
living room, kitchen/breakfast. Enclosed 
private garden, two designated parking. 
Cul de sac position. 

£129,950 


SEAPOINT, BARRY 

Far reaching sea views. Lower ground 
floor, 2 bedroomed apartment, through 
living room, communal gardens, individ¬ 
ual storage shed, upvc DG, electric 
heating. 

£114,950 


2 SEALAWNS, BARRY 

Ground floor apartment, ideal for the 
less mobile. Living room with views 
towards the Knap. Two bedrooms, fit¬ 
ted kitchen and shower room, parking. 
Garage. No chain. 

£134,995 


GRIFFIN CLOSE, BARRY 

Detached property. Highlight park. 4 bedrooms, 2 reception 
rooms. Private enclosed rear garden. Driveway leading to 
garage. Utility room - wc cloakroom. 

£219,950 


PONTYPRIDD ROAD, BARRY 

Ideal for someone working from home. Versatile 
living. Extended detached dorma bungalow. Living 
room, kitchen/breakfast. 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
also separate annexe to rear comprising bedroom, 
shower room, kitchen/sitting area. 

£285,000 


ST PAULS AVENUE, BARRY 

Spacious living accommodation. Mid terraced 
traditional showhome presented. Living room, 
fitted kitchen with granite worktops. Sitting 
room to lower ground. Four bedrooms, luxury 
bathroom suite. Garage/lane access. 

£164,950 


HANNAH STREET, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, mid terraced, bay 
fronted, traditional dwelling. Two recep¬ 
tion rooms, ground floor bathroom, 
upvc DG, gas CH. 

Enclosed low maintenance garden 

£78,500 


DANIEL STREET, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, mid terraced. Converted 
garage (sitting room), through living/dining 
room, driveway providing parking, enclosed 
garden. No chain. 

£85,000 
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£ 97,950 


£ 106,950 


Rhoose 01446 711900 
Llantwit Major01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


award winning 

estate agent Since 1989 


ADVERTISE 
YOUR PROPERTY ON 
THIS PAGE 


£ 134,950 


£ 133,000 


£ 115,000 


Lets! 


Meadowcroft, Rhoose ■ £425 pom 

One bed property, Equipped kitchen, Garden 

Cei Dafydd, Barry - £450 pern 

1 Double Bedroom, Lounge/Baicony/Water View, Kitchen With 
Appiiances/Parking 

Park Road, Barry - £495 pem 

2 Doubie Bedrooms, Modern Kitchen, Panoramic Views 
Windsor Road, Barry - £525 pem 

2 Doubie Bedrooms, Redecorated Throughout, Gas CH & Upvc DG 
Shakespeare Drive, Liantwit Major - £550 pem 
Two bedrooms. First fioor bathroom, Enciosed rear garden 
Meadow View, Barry - £550 pem 

2 Bedrooms, Bathroom/Shower, Kitchen/Brkf & Parking 
Beii Street, Barry - £550 pem 

Two Bedrooms, Through Lounge/diner, Enciosed rear garden 
Evans Street, Barry - £550 pem 
Two bedrooms. First fioor bathroom, Enciosed rear garden 
Arthur Street, Barry - £575 pem 

3 Bedrooms, Recentiy Refurbished, Refitted Carpets 
Richard Street, Barry - £575 PCM 

Three bedrooms. Downstairs shower room. Separate WC 
Biackbird Road, St Athan - £575 pem 
3 Bedrooms, Living Room & Kitchen/Diner, First Floor Bathroom 
Hearts Close, Rhoose ■ £595 
2 Bedrooms, Close To Amenities, Enciosed Rear Garden 


Kendrick Road, Barry - £595 pem 

Three bedrooms. Lounge and separate diner, Enciosed rear garden 

Hywei Crescent, Barry - £650 pem 

Four Bedrooms,Two reception rooms. Gas centrai heating 

Oxford Street, Barry - £675 pem 

Three Bedrooms, Two reception rooms, Enciosed rear garden 


Church Meadow, Boverton - £825 pem 
4 Bedrooms, Conservatory, Large kitchen/Diner 

Call today to book a free rental valuation 

01446 792020 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 




•fHVIt 


i«n«iwrtm 


Pinar de Campoverde 
Costa Blanca South 

2 bed, 2 bath detached villa. Murcia 20 min¬ 
utes, Beach 10 minutes. 

Call Paul Freephone 0800 135 7503 


£ 134,950 


£145,000 


£ 149,950 




Cwrt Newton Pool, Rhoose Point 

4 Bedrooms 
Abundance Of Parking 
Conservatory 

Call Jenny 01446 713005 


£ 207,950 


£219,950 


£ 229,950 


£ 329,950 


£ 335 , 


£ 355 , 


£ 108,950 


iQfT' T rightmoveouA 


chris-davjes.co.uk 


Fonmon Park Road, Rhoose 

3 Bedrooms 

Superb Open Rear Views 
Very Good Order Throughout 

CallJenny 01446 713005 


Rhodfa Sweldon, Barry 

2 Bedrooms 
Niceiy Tucked Away 
Rear Garden; 2 Spaces 

Call Gail 01446 709943 


Old Mill Road, Barry 

3 Bedrooms 

modern iounge & kitchen 
Ground fioor shower room 

Call Rachel 01446 709942 


Burlington Street, Barry 

3 Bedrooms 
ideai 1st Time Buy 
No Chain 

Call Rachel 01446 709942 


Romilly Road, Rhoose 

4/5 Bedrooms 
2/3 Receptions 
Centraiiy Located 

Call Jenny 01446 713005 


Readers Way, Rhoose 

4 Bedrooms 

2 Receptions 

3 Car Drive 

CallJenny 01446 713005 


Fonmon Park Road, Rhoose 

3 Bedrooms 
3 Receptions 
Enciosed Rear Garden 

CallJenny 01446 713005 


CilgantY Meillion, Rhoose Point 

5 Doubie Bedrooms 
Exceptionai Size Gardens 
Styiish Throughout 

CallJenny 01446 713005 


Raldan Close, Barry 

3 Bedrooms 
Superbiy Extended 
Conservatory/Large Garden 

Call Rachel 01446 709942 


Heol Gwendoline, Barry 

2 Bedrooms 
First Fioor 
Aiiocated Parking 

Call Gail 01446 709943 


Woodside Cottage, Fonmon 

3 Doubie Bedrooms 
Many Period Features 
Rear Drive - Rurai Spot 

CallJenny 01446 713005 


Glenbrook Drive, Barry 

2 Bedrooms 
Enciosed Rear Garden 
ideai First Purchase 


Call Gail 01446 709943 


Fontygary Road, Rhoose 

3 Bedrooms; Annexe 
Superb, Private 70' Garden 
Conservatory, Pienty of Parking 

CallJenny 01446 713005 
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New and existing customers - ring for the iatest FREE Sky offers 
Half Price Sky for 6 months • Unlimited Broadband for 6 months 
Free Unlimited Calls for 6 months • Free Cashback with Sky HD or Multiroom 


J A Ci>f«frw»ma4 

J 34 He4jr 7 

.•* hr.* Aurr.’-i-^ 


CALL 

PAUL WILLIAMS 


c«nn*d7 ro«c« Chcc^id'r 
C»b*«« 4r*i3 A:c*«aori«« 7 

I)hl VSSIGP.^ .,PiFl 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


3 for 2 

Buy 3 blinds for 
the pt'ice of 2 /; 


D Kl www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


Barry Aerials 

Aerial & Satellite Installations | 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 
Reception Fixed j 

* Additional TV Points 
r • Digital Aerial Installations 

• Freesat Installations 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 



VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE INSTALLATION £65 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TVWALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel.TIM on 07772206399 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
JSiJ COVERING ALL AREAS 



This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 

* Binds 

•Shutters 

♦Awnif^ f solar 

• Canopies bUndS 


SOIAR 

North Road, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 743267 


Unit ID, Hepworth 
Park, Coed Cae Lane 
Ind Est, CF72 9DX 

BRIDGEND 
0I6S6 858 143 
CARDIFF 
02921 155009 
LLANTRISANT 
01443 237753 


Roman Blinds 

Vertical Blinds 
Dden " I 


bargainblinds_@hotmail.co.uk 
www.bargain I blinds.co.uk 


BUND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNIT3&4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


VALE BLINDStwaiesiud 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


The GEM 01446 774484 




^ Digital Aerials 
^ Repairs & Upgrades 
^ Affordable Prices 
^ Reliable Service 
^ OAP Discounts 
^ Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 



BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 


GRAB I 



Robin Jones 
Builder 


30 years Experience^ 

*XllpSperty*^ 

MAINTENANCE 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Plastering • Roofing 

• Upvc Fascias 
& Guttering 

• Painting • Decking 

• Fencing 


01446 402830 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 713737 
or 07920 195775 


PLANT HIRE LTD 

' New Build 

iii^kl:riTini:L'ff;l ^ Driveways - 
• Drop Kerbs 


Extensions 

Tarmac 



01446700535 




■ad ^ 


Stonemason/ 
Stonework 
Traditional Brickwork 
Individually Styled 
Conservatories 
Specialists in 
Extensions 


FREE QUOTATIONS 


Wayne WiUiains 

07974 110396 
016S6 6S2SS8 



Celtic Professional 
Builders & Plasterers 


• Loft Conversions I 

• Extensions/Renovations I 

• Bricl<worl</Drivevvays I 

• New Build I 

• Kitchens/Bathrooms | 


Mobile: 07531 062775 
Tel: 01656 711443 


The GEM 01446 774 484 


VYWW.grabitplanthirelfd.co.uk 


Glamorgan 


Pn»|nrrtv 

Muiiucnaiicc 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


P.F. 

amwim 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 




MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

^ 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 
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If its wood 
■ we're 
veryqood! 


CARPENTRY 

Kitchens •Flooring‘Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


5S.C.D 

■F Carpentry 

• Doors 

• Laminate Floors 
• Kitchens 
All aspects of 
Carpentry 
Call Steve on 
07737 219444 or 
01446 748164 


VfILE CARPETS 

corner to- e^otc 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 



GUTTER CLEANING 



01446 741460 
07830 480569 


* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
* Treatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


01446 

774484 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


wiiNfOMf roe UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable > 

• Insurance Work Undertaken ^ rnmtmrciaC 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 

01446 771137 ^ & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 
e-mail: jdruinmondl37@gmail.com 


|D.GULLIVER“ir| 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


9 All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile; 07914 056255 





INSTALL 

ELECTRICAL 

Commercial & Domestic 

Fuse Board 
Replacement 

From £349+ VAT 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Installations * Repairs 

* Testing & Inspection 

* Fault Finding 

* Maintenance ^ 

01446 733773 NAPrr 
07816 091425 


banY-todaymuk 
cowl)f{(lgMo(lay.co.yl( 
laM-maior-todaymi 
portU-lodpuk 



STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

fc^Sidrew Lenthall - 07890 772079 
■ Aaron Rogers - 07825 778776 

r • Reliable, Qualified Service 

• Emergency Call-outs 

• Free Quotations 

• Certification, Inspection & Testing 

• Installations including: Rev/ires, 
Showers, Cookers, Sockets & Lighting 

• Commercial & Domestic 

NQ JQB TQQ SMALL 

email: aaelectricall @ hotmail.co.uk 


MPN Windows 

your local Network VEKA member 
is recommended by Steve Davis. 

Wo will Imar. anv wrir.ijcr^ quorjo like for [fke! 

0% finance available / Buy now, pay next year 


Special offer: Bevelled front doors 
£499 if ordered by July 31 st. 
kIows . fitted from £ 1495 I 

. fitted from £450 I 

French Doors. from £795 [ 

. Conservatories. from £3495 I 

I Composite Doors .fitted from £795 I 


Ask about our trade 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 


Garaj 

lA 

We fit flat roofs with a 25 year 
guarantee 


SUMMER 
SPECIAL OFFER 

NOT TO BE MISSED 

This stunning Bevelled Front 
Door fully fitted only £499 

Choose one of these perfect doors 


$ 



r w I 'I. 


Free 

Conservatory 
Design Service 
We supply & fit 
Fascias, Gutters 
& Downpipes 



V 


• Windows & Doors 

• Full Repair Service 

• Free Vertical Blinds 

• Wide range of styles & finishes 
•10 year guarantee 

Bridgend Showroom: lOa Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF3I 3HL 01656 648464 or 01446 439212 for the Vale 
Cardiff Showroom: Unit 2, Leckwith Road, Cardiff CFII BAP 02920 508770 

Email: mpnwindows@aol.com www.mpnwindows.com 


1 ^ 

24/7 


Repair 

1“ 

Service 

available 


S.M. Vaughan 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES . 

ALL ELECTRICAL WORK mIb eib 

UNDERTAKEN I Approved Contracto 

• Rewires • Sockets • Lights, etc 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 

01446 700206/730884 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 


Installer 
Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefFell@hotmail. CO. uk 


P J CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 

S Bridgend 659354 I* 07974 120082 


R 

“fy) GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPING 
li SERVICES 


WWW, 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 

.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 
Paddock Topping 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Bridge <f\ 

Vale V 

Tree SERncES' 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


Stables • Field Shelters • Kennels 
Home Offices • Log Cabins 


AsbdJown 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds 
Garages • Show Jumps • Hay Stores 

Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

^ www.ashdown-group.com • e-mail: info@ashdown-group.coiii 




:(l«>iii)tlt‘(o (»arrlen Senioes 

‘ HVi iv ; • hfj MS . • TOFU- Mliau 

ASt> Isv • am: y raticw 

Uhuthtmu; 61444 4I942K 
or 417745 611753 


N.THOMAS 


IlandscapesI 


•Tree Felling 

• Crown Reductions 

• Stump Grinding 

• Hedge Cutting 
•Turfing • Patios 

• Fencing & Decking 

Tel: 01446 790083 
07717 296697 


The 


WrUcd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on ai446 

736525 or 57815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


ill 

SALES • 8GRW:E * REPAIRS • SPARES 
LAmtinwins-mDK-oNS-cMAmsAws 
trmmeM-HeooicuntM 
AND OAADCR ACCESSORIES 

Rmo HOW FOR soms GREAT DEALS 

Mott niAftM 8tMe4d and 

^ Vfis ioeln6e6 Psrt, ll6iidm, 

mmmvm CoiitHtOgi CF71 7Pf , 
T«ll 0144S 7756a2 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Tile GE>L 

01446 774 484 
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K&A Services Ltd 


“A family run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, 
carpet cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task to big or small, Just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


^ Lewis & Lewis 

Cowbridge 
Plumbing & Heating 
Services 


All oil & gas work undertaken 


All work guaranteed 

Tel: 01446 771398 
Mob: 07966 265912 
L. 07966 035781 197228' 



S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists ^1^^ 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 2301 ^ 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


J P EDWARDS 




Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 




014M 790127 


07710 0OSS20 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured' 



DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation ^ 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


DCTfumbuiij 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

m 

^ 0t444«t|f71 

iuuc»4 orff m nm 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

II 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
IB" Combination Boiler Specialist 
I " Annual Boiler Service only £40 >1 

For aU your plumbing and heating requirements 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 301616 


CELTIC g 

plumbing! 

& HEATING 


All aspects of 
plumbing and heating 
work undertaken 


07973 785339 
07956 887536 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


First 3 hours 
from £36 
First 10 hours 
from £130 

FOR TOTAL 
BEGINNERS 




B.R.H. 


Oil, Gas & LPG Heating Repairs 
Oil Tank Repairs, 24 hour Service 
^ Log Burners, Solid Fuel, ||^ 
Mn« Chimney Lining Specialist 
OFTEC & Gas Safe Registered 

01446 461994 or 01656 657438 
Call Mobile 07768 367298 


JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 745952 
07852 673413 



Cilst^yK 

Driving School Ltd 

Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 
Learn from 14 years of age 
One week crash courses including test 
Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 
Td. 07915 390029 



JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
'<^^1 & Tiling 




01446 

794266 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 




: 01 


Rddha i WlaMpiicAH SpurUlMB 


> FLAT ROOF REPAIRS & REPLACEMENTS 

> SLATE & TILED ROOF REPAIRS & REPLACEMENTS 

> FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERING 

> COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL ROOFING 



BEFORE AFTER 

Over 100 years of skilled tradesman experience in all aspects of roofing 

For a FREE survey 01446 775145 

or quotation.... visit us at www.cfrroofing.co.uk 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 

FREE ESTIMATES _ 

www.silvevroofinc.co.uk ■■ 


Jliiriairl^iove^^ 

• Slating •Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 

EST. OVER 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


Nice Man, Cheap Van 

(Luton Van with Tail Lift) - Best Prices 



Tel: 01446 796622 or 02920 450118 
Mobile: 07570 931487 
www.discountvanman.co.uk 


a(ariwik^-r > 


Your local Skip Co. 
Possibly the cheapest 
Skips in South Waies 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 


V 


Saturday 
Sam -1 pm 


REMOVE. RTCYCLE RE-USE 


Abacus Hire 

Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same caiendar month 


2 yard £79 
4 yard £105 
5.5 yard £115 
8 yard £155 
16 yard £200 
16 yard (wood only) 

Clean Wood gate fees 0 ton 

Commercial & Demolition Wood £18 per ton 
Deliveries to site must have waste carrier licence. 
Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 




INSTAI 

SKIP HIRE LTD, _ 

Mini, Midi & Large 
Buiiders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 

Discount Available 
on Hardcore Skips 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Avaiiabie 



Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


O 

01446 774484 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


aixient.wiring@hotmaii.co.uk 



£)®[y] 





Bonny liter 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom instaUatbn 
Underfloor heating 

vwvw.bonnytiler.co.uk 



Professional, reliable 01446 796582 

and friendly service 168459 


4avelding repairs^- 

GATES - RAIUNGS & 

ANY METAL WORK REPAIRED 
(Rusted or broken parts replaced at a 
fraction of the cost of a new gate). 

NO JOB TOO SMALL • Time Served Tradesman 

07530 473862 



All MoT 
Failures and 
No Tax 

£100 to 

£1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 593732 
07415 851192 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRffP 

£i to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of In a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


More 

‘Wanted’ 

on the next page 
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We specialise in rehoming low cost 
vehicles with low income families 


FULLY REGISTERED WITH DVLA 

FREE COLLECTION EROM ANYWHERE 
IN SOUTH WALES WITHIN I HOUR 


Cash on collection or delivery. 

All vehicle quotes are on complete vehicle 
basis with all factory components. 

All unsaveable vehicles disposed of 
in a corect and legal manner. 

Batteries & Catalytic Converters Bought] 

www.scrapmetalvehicletrader7co.u^ 


07785 943145 or 08453 047117 




Avoid the ceU • 

USE A&U 


We buy any: 

■ Car, Van. Lorry, Bua Scrap Metal etc 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 

WvniEhBffl MOir pr»n» Inni^ly CofifMK, 

Leod. Brass, AJun^Num. Stamms Sleet 
Haufatnoid Wlft« A/mour C3M. etc. 


insiirsncs or 3 irtS party 
wnlvuTfii • Car 



Call US today on 

miff 

(24 Hours) 




MOBILE 

HAIRDRESSING 


20 years experience. 
Covering Rhoose, St 
Athan & Llantwit Major. 

M: 07811 208392 
T: 01446 713976 
E: aw1ll@btiiiternet.com 


Found 

Young neutered 

Male Cat 

White and black, 
very friendly. 
Gibbonsdown area. 

01446 742391 


01446 

774484 


Found 

Black and White 

Tom Cat 

in Gladstone Road 
area of Barry 

01446 410540 
01446 404353 




TO LET 

One Double Bedroomed Log Cabin 

situated between Pyle & Margam Country Park 

Consists of a fitted kitchen and dining area with 
a comfortable area with television, en suite. 
Some storage area. No children or pets. 

Must have own transport. 

01656 740652/07775 591094 


DH Solutions • Vehicle Traders 

WE BUY CARS, VANS, LORRIES &PUUIT 


I £150 minimum I 

" ANY VEHICLE WITH NO MOT, MORE EOR " 
VEHICLES WITH AT LEAST 3 MONTHS 
MOT IN GOOD WORKING ORDER 


Llantwit Major’s very own ‘Ma Baker’. 

SUE 
BAKER 

Hope you have a 
lovely birthday 
on June 28th 

Love from all your [ 
friends at the 
Glamorgan GEM 




Happy 30 th Birthday 

‘Helen Leanne 

j ROWE 

2nd July 2012 
Lots of love. Mum & Dad, 

Hubby Steve, Lee and 
Leeann and Danielle, 

Dean and lily. 

“Enjoy the Races” 


Happy Birthday 

Sue 
Baker 

Love 
you lots 

Joe,Abi & 
hubby Darren 




c TTFacoQtlUw 

SWIFT 

Samuel 

Peacefully, on Saturday June 23, at the Princess of 
Wales Hospital, Bridgend, after a long illness; Sam, 
of High Meadow, Llantwit Major, beloved husband 
of Jean, father of Mandy, loving step-dad of Allan, 
beloved Daddy of Sharon, a much loved Bampa of 
Kyle and a respected father-in-law of Deg and Barbara. 
Funeral Monday July 2. Service and cremation at 
Coy church Crematorium at 3.15pm where friends 
please meet. Family flowers only, by request, 
donations in lieu, if desired to Parlanson’s UK c/o 
Penybont Funeral Services, Meadow Street, 
Bridgend, CF31 IHE, telephone 01656 650831. 



W A Brown Son 


Funof^ Directors 


M 1 a mmk. 

• laimoilil 
PcfnDrokc Houm. 

CoHlege Street, Uevitwit Maior 

01446 792 489 


To see your Family Notice in 
The GEM, please contact us on 
01446 774484 or via e-mail at 

gemsales@tindlenews .co.uk 

CLASSIFIEDS 


• Family 
Notices 

• Recruitment 

• Buying 
& Selling 

•Trade 


• Property 

• Birthdays 

• Anniversaries 

• Graduation 

• Births etc 

• Car sales 


Use The GEM to reach the people 
from Penarth to Porthcawl 
Call 01446 774484 for friendly, helpful advice. 


ARTICLES FOR SALE 

£12 inc. VAT - box for 2 
weeks. To take advantage 
of this offer simply either 
send in your description 
along with a cheque for 
the appropriate amount 
made payable to The 
Glamorgan GEM’ at The 
GEM, Graig House, 

53 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL or 
telephone/email us with 
your wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. 
Sorry no refunds. 

2008 

Mondeo 

Zetec 

Silver, e/w, a/c, tax’d, MoTd till 
May 2013, very goog condition, 
leather upholstery, 2 owners 

£7,000 ono 
07961 591064 


03 Reg 

Fiat Seicento 
1.1 Sporting 

66,000 miles, new MOT, 
many extras, great little car, 
cheap on petrol, tax & 
insurance. 

£1,345 ono 

Tel: 07787 31884^^ 



[^®c? QaQ© 


Set of Petron 
Golf Clubs 

11 Clubs and Bag 
(Balls & Tees). 

As new never used. 
£75 ono 

01446 743022 


Stirling Little Gem 
Mobility Scooter 

Plus accessories £200. 
Wheelchair 

4 small wheels £30 

Coopers Halogen 
Oven £30 

01446 411639 

25/26 


House of Fraser 
Hypnos 
Sleepcare King 
Size Mattress 

Excellent condition. 
£75 ono 

01446 750369 




Snooker Table 
6x3 ft 

Excellent condition. 
Full set of snooker 
& pool balls. 

2 cues & chalk. 

£30 ono 
07917 732772 


Double Pine 

Bed Frame 
£40 ono 

Pine Chest 
of Drawers 
£25 ono 

01446 710843 
07841 339296,3,,, 


Large cream 
leather three 
piece suite. 

2 chairs In excellent 
condition. Sofa - much 
loved and well used! 
£150 ono 

01446 411869 

26/27 




£24 inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. To take advantage of this offer simply either send in 
your description along with a cheque made payable to The Glamorgan GEM’ at The 
GEM, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL or telephone/email your 
wording by 12 noon Tuesday. All major credit cards accepted. 


Tel 01446 774484. Sorry no refunds. 


03 Reg 

Peugeot 

206 

Black, 5 door, a/c, c/I, rear 
spoiler, 9 months tax/MoT, great 
condition, 1 owner from new 

£1,650 

01446 404754^ 


SReg 

Toyota 

Avensis 

1.8 GLS 

Green, 44,500 miles, new MoT, 
radio, sunroof, stereo, towbar 

£1,150 

01656 668640 


58 

Chevroiet 

Avio 


1200CC, MoT November, 3 
door, hatchback, 14,000 miles, 
silver, lady owner, fsh, 
immaculate condition 

£3,999 

01656 722475 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995 

Development that may affect a Conservation Area / Datblygu a allai 
effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 


Application No:/Rhif y cais: 

Proposal :/Cynnig: 

Locatlon:/Lleollad: 

Conservation Area:/Ardal Gadwraeth 


2012/00585/FUL 

Construction of detached dwelling, amendments to approved 
application 2010/00128/FUL 
Ty Maen Farm, Colwinston 
Colwinston 


Application No:/Rhlf y cals: 

Proposal :/Cynnlg: 

Locatlon:/Lleollad: 

Conservation Area:/Ardal Gadwraeth 


2012/00599/FUL 

Construction of a detached dwelling and associated works 
12, Park Road (proposed 12B), Penarth 
Affecting the Penarth Conservation Area 


Application No:/Rhlf y cals: 

Proposal :/Cynnlg: 

Locatlon:/Lleollad: 

Conservation Area:/Ardal Gadwraeth 


2012/00600/FUL 

Construction of a detached dwelling and associated works. 
12, Park Road (proposed 12A), Penarth 
Affecting the Penarth Conservation Area 


Conservation Area Consent / Caniatad Ardal Gadwraeth 


Application No:/Rhlf y cals: 2012/00572/C AC 

Proposak/Cynnig: Demolition of existing dwelling and outbuildings 

Locatlon:/Lleollad: 12, Park Road, Penarth 

Conservation Area:/Ardal Gadwraeth Penarth 


Listed Building Consent / Caniatad Adeilad Rhestredig 


Application No:/Rhlf y cals: 
Proposal :/Cynnlg: 

Locatlon:/Lleollad: 

Listed Bulldlng:/Adellad Rhestredig 


2012/00568/LBC 

Two storey extension to rear to provide sitting room/study at 
ground floor level and bedroom and shower room to first floor 
Ty Fry Lodge, Pendoylan 
Grade 11 


Application No:/Rhlf y cals: 
Proposal :/Cynnlg: 

Locatlon:/Lleollad: 

Listed Bulldlng:/Adellad Rhestredig 


2012/00589/LBC 

The proposal Is to Install an external radio antenna on the clock 
tower of Hen Goleg to provide IT network connectivity. 

Hen Goleg, College Fields Close, Barry 
Grade 11 


Application(s) of General Interest / Ceisiadau o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol 


Application No:/Rhlf y cals: 
Proposal :/Cynnlg: 
Locatlon:/Lleollad: 


2012/00583/FUL 

New composting concrete pad 

Llwynhellg Farm, Cowbridge 


Application No:/Rhlf y cals: 
Proposal :/Cynnlg: 
Locatlon:/Lleollad: 


2012/00595/FUL 

Replacement of dairy unit buildings 
Goldsland Farm, Wenvoe 


Application No:/Rhlf y cals: 
Proposal :/Cynnlg: 


Locatlon:/Lleollad: 


2012/00625/FUL 

Retrospective change of use of existing scrap metal salvage 
storage yard to a scrap metal salvage storage, sorting and light 
processing yard. 

Island Garage, Rear of 16, Redbrink Crescent, Barry Island 


Details may be Inspected for 21 days at the address given below, 
or via www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

Gall manyllon eu harchwillo am 21 dlwrnod yn y cyfelrlad a roddir Isod, 
neu drwy www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

Dated / Dyddledig: 28th June, 2012 

Rob Thomas 

Head of Planning, Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 
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AFTER the high 
profile Welsh 
Championships, it 
was back to busi¬ 
ness as normal for 
Llandow Kart Club 
as round five of its 
summer champi¬ 
onships arrived in 
June - complete 
with a return to 
unsettled weather. 

Despite the condi¬ 
tions, the entry was 
boosted by the addition 
of drivers from the RAF 
Premier class and both 
the Kartmania TKM 4- 
Stroke and Honda 
Challenge series, taking 
the total number of driv¬ 
ers to 107 for the week¬ 
end. 

Five drivers got things 
underway in the 
Bambino class, all now 
accomplished pilots with 
several meetings under 
their belts. It showed, as 
Brooklyn Thomas, 
Shayne Clarke, Jakob 
Chamberlain, Oliver 
Thomas, and Jack 
Broughton all got below 
the weekend’s target 
time to earn themselves 
the gold certificate and 
medallion. 

No fewer than 27 
karts were on track for 
the Cadet class, with 
both Honda and Comer 
running together as a 
result of the congested 
programme. 

Tom Rawlings and 
Kieran Clarke appeared 
to be the ones to beat in 
the smaller Comer con¬ 


tingent, despite both 
picking up penalties in 
the heats. When the sil¬ 
verware was on the line, 
it was Rawlings who 
came out on top, but 
with Lewis Griffiths fol¬ 
lowing him home to 
claim second, Clarke 
came a little adrift in 
third. 

Cadet Honda was 
fought out between 
Hugo Holmes and Ross 
Thomas, who each tast¬ 
ed victory in the heats 
before proving hard to 
split in the final. Holmes 
eventually got the ver¬ 
dict by a scant half-sec¬ 
ond, with Jenson 
Butterfield rounding out 
the podium, ahead of 
Ross Deal and Stuart 
Ferguson. 

Honda Junior wel¬ 
comed another brace of 
newcomers in Christiano 
Nardone and Patrick 
Hill, boosting numbers 
to seven, but there was 
no denying Ben Stevens, 
who swept all four races, 
including the final, to 
increase his champi¬ 
onship advantage. 

Once again, Thomas 
Croydon and Tom Ford 
provided Stevens’ main 
opposition, and duly 
completed the podium. 

The combined Junior 
Rotax and Minimax grid 
also boasted seven driv¬ 
ers and, without the 
interlopers who stole the 
glory and C plates in 
May, Rob Ellis and Ben 
Davies were able to bat¬ 
tle over Junior class hon- 


Davies held the 
advantage after winning 
two of the day’s three 
heats, but it was Ellis 
who emerged on top 
when it mattered, with 
his rival retiring on the 
penultimate lap. 

That allowed two of 
the category’s four 
novices - Toby Allen 
and Thomas Stride - to 
join Ellis on the podium, 
with Elliot Hagerty only 
just missing out in his 
challenge for third. 

RooMe Ceran Sokhi 
claimed Minimax hon¬ 
ours ahead of Jodie 
Handford, despite the 
latter taking two of the 
three heats. 

The Junior TKM 
remained in double fig¬ 
ures, with ten karts tak¬ 
ing to the circuit, but 
reigning champion Ross 
Chell was in no mood to 
be beaten, claiming vic¬ 
tory in all four races. 
Ryan Edwards and 
Yousuf Ashraf led the 
chase throughout the 
heats and it was fitting 
that the pair shared the 
podium with Chell, with 
Ashraf coming out on 
top by a matter of tenths 
as the flag fell. 

Having added another 
Welsh title to his collec¬ 
tion, Simon Evans right¬ 
ly started the weekend as 
favourite for the Senior 
Honda class, and deliv¬ 
ered another consum¬ 
mate performance by 
sweeping all four out¬ 
ings, including an eight- 
second victory in the 
final. 



Miles Murphy (kart 7) came out on top of the 
Kartmania Senior TKM 4-Stroke battle in 
round three at Llandow. 

Photos courtesy of: HARDYRODDE, 


The Lewis name 
proved to a constant in 
the fruitless pursuit of 
the champion, although 
former club and Welsh 
title holder Gareth had to 
give best to namesake 
Alex in one of the heats. 
Eerdinand Ball and 
Danny Griffiths both 
took top three finishes in 
the qualifying races, 
before Ball rounded out 
the podium in the final. 

Senior Rotax numbers 
were a little down on 
their peak, with just 11 
karts turning out for the 
weekend, but that did 
not deter Matthew 
Dowers from stamping 
his mark on proceedings. 
Two heat wins - the 
other went to David 
Entwistle - were the pre¬ 
cursor to another in the 
final, where he led home 
Entwistle and Ashley 
Lewis, with Sebastian 
Hutchinson taking fourth 
spot. 


S&S MOTORS 


CAR & VAN REPAIR CENTRE 


Fully Trained, Qualified Mechanics 

Full Car Servicing from £25 plus parts 
Diagnostics from £ 10 
MoT’s £25 

Clutches • Cambelts • Exhausts 
Brakes & ABS - We do everything! 

NEWTYRES AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

Tracking from only £ 10 

Body work repairs & welding - All Work 
Guaranteed 

We won't be Beaten on Price! 


S&S MOTORS 

Atlantic Crescent, Barry Docks, Barry, CF63 BRA 
(Through the barrier and opposite Rank Hovis) 

01446 739488 

s.smotors@hotmail.co.uk 



Simon Wheeler 
claimed Max 111 hon¬ 
ours from Wayne Stone 
and rookie Nicky 
Coombs. 

The guest champi¬ 
onships also provided a 
little glory for the 
Llandow club, as 
Entwistle swept the 
board in the RAE 
Premier rounds, domi¬ 
nating at every turn to 
claim the final by a size¬ 
able 16 seconds. Kevin 


Meynell, Paul Heyhoe 
and David Dean took it 
in turns to give chase, 
with Dean heading 
Meynell on the final 
podium. 

The Kartmania series 
both staged double-head¬ 
ers in south Wales, with 
Thomas McMurray and 
Miles Murphy taking the 
two Senior TKM 4- 
Stroke finals, and Steve 
Welsh twice coming out 
on top in an 18-strong 
Senior Honda field. 
RESULTS: 

BAMBINO - Gold 
Award 

Jack Broughton (Bird) 
Jakob Chamberlain 
(Bird) 

Shayne Clarke (Topkart) 
Brooklyn Thomas (Birel) 
Oily Thomas (Birel) 
CADET COMER 

1. Tom Rawlings (Zip) 

2. Lewis Griffiths (Zip) 

3. Kieran Clarke (Zip) 
CADET HONDA 

1. Hugo Holmes (Zip) 

2. Ross Thomas (Wright) 

3. Jenson Butterfield 


(BRK) 

JUNIOR HONDA 

1. Ben Stevens (7Kart) 

2. Thomas Croydon 
(Jade) 

3. Tom Ford (Biz) 
JUNIOR TKM 

1. Ross Chell (Jade) 

2. Yousuf Ashraf (Jade) 

3. Ryan Edwards 
MINI MAX 

1. Ceran Sokhi (Kosmic) 

2. Jodie Handford 
JUNIOR ROTAX 

1. Rob Ellis (Tonykart) 

2. Toby Allen (CRG) 

3. Thomas Stride (CRG) 
SENIOR HONDA 

1. Simon Evans (7Kart) 

2. Gareth Lewis (7Kart) 

3. Ferdinand Ball (MS) 
SENIOR ROTAX 

1. Matthew Dowers 
(Kosmic) 

2. David Entwistle 
(Kosmic) 

3. Ashley Lewis (CRG) 
ROTAX 177 

1. Simon Wheeler (CRG) 

2. Wayne Stone 
(Tonykart) 

3. Nicky Coombs 
(Tonykart) 

RAE PREMIER 

1. David Entwistle 


(Kosmic) 

2. David Dean (Solo) 

3. Wayne Ditcham 
(Gillard) 

KARTMANIA TKM 4- 

STROKE 

Rd.3 

1. Thomas McMurray 
(TalKo) 

2. Liam Jones (Jade) 

3. Joel Saunders (Arrow) 

Rd.4 

1. Miles Murphy (TalKo) 

2. Joel Saunders (Arrow) 

3. Zach Jones (Jade) 

KARTMANIA 
HONDA CHAL¬ 
LENGE 
Rd.3 

1. Steve Welsh (MS) 

2. Nathan Read (7Kart) 

3. Charlie Bingham 
(BRM) 

Rd.4 

1. Steve Welsh (MS) 

2. Nathan Read (7Kart) 

3. Charlie Bingham 
(BRM) 

Best Novice: Ceran 
Sokhi (Minimax) 

Driver of the Day: 

Patrick Hill (Junior 
Honda) 

CRAIG 

LLEWELLYN 


St Bride^s Major triumph 
in schools^ football event 



Adventurer 
Maria wins 
‘Oscar’ award 


A BONVILSTON 
woman, Maria 
Leijerstam, won a 
prestigious award at 
the ‘Oscars of 
Adventure’ night in 
London, hosted by 
Extreme World 
Races. 

She won the Oscar of 
Adventure for complet¬ 
ing the world’s first 
Siberian Black Ice race, 
becoming the first 
woman in history to 
cycle the length of the 
frozen Lake Baikal on 
the central Siberian 
Plateau. 

It was presented on 
Eriday, in front of 500 
people from the adven¬ 
ture community who 
have been to the North 
Pole, South Pole or to 
Lake Baikal in Siberia. 

In her speech, she 
commented that the 
event was more of a 
“survival exercise than a 
race”, due to the 
extreme conditions. 

Out of 30 starters, 
only eight people got to 
the north of the Lake, 
with many succumbing 
to frostbite, fatigue, and 
even falling through the 
ice. 

Since returning home 



ball tournament. 

St Bride’s Major were 
the winning team in 
what is now an annual 
event. 

The teams were from: 
St Brides; St David’s, 
Colwinston; Y Bont 
Faen, Llansannor, 
Pendoylan and Llangan, 
and a Rotary spokesman 
said it was a close 
fought and entertaining 


Maria Leijerstam of 
Bonvilston 

in April, she has already 
run a double marathon 
race as well as placed 
second in a surf-ski 
kayak race in south 
Wales. 

She’s planning to 
tackle the Devises to 
Westminster Canoe race 
early next year, which 
involves kayaking 110 
miles non-stop along the 
River Thames in 24 
hours. 

“I’m already planning 
expeditions for 2013 
and 2014, and I’ve got 
some very exciting 
adventures coming up,” 
Maria said. 


Cowbridge Rotary Club’s Ian Pearson, with 
the winning team from St Bride’s Major. 
COWBRIDGE Rotary competition. 

Club recently brought It was held at 
local primary schools Colwinston and Leah 

together to compete in a Croke, the tournament 
seven-a-side junior foot- organiser and a teacher 


at the school, was 
relieved that the weather 
was fine, avoiding the 
need to reschedule the 
event, as had happened 
in previous years! 

Rotarian Ian Pearson 
awarded medals and 
certificates to the run¬ 
ners-up and winners, 
praising the high quality 
of football played by all 
the teams. 


Bowlers battle! 


Llantwit A were at 
home to Rumney for 
the 6th Division match 
on Saturday, June 23 
and it was a difficult 
one. 

About half way 
through the game it start¬ 
ed to rain and came on 
heavy for the rest of the 
day. Richard George’s 
rink stuck at it and were 
worthywinners with only 
a one shot lead. 

Young Danny 

A’Hearne stuck at it and 
is improving with every 
game while Nick Parry’s 
rink of P.Brown, 
A.Gibbard and 

K.Williams were 5-3 up 
but Rumney ran away 
with it, winning by 11 
shots. 

Mike Williams’ rink of 


J.Nixon, P.Aston and 
Mick Mason went down 
by 10 shots, but Richard 
Gray’s rink of 
I.Williamson, R. 

Williams and M.Jones 
were the heroes of the 
hour, only allowing the 
visitors to score on 5 
ends. 

Rumney had no 
answer to the devastating 
display of bowling of the 
home team and it would 
be impossible to single 
out any player as they 
were all on top form. 

Rink scores: R.George 
23-22; N.Parry 19-30; 
M. Williams 15-25; 

R.Gray 26-14. Pinal 
score: 83-91. WE 
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PORSCHE Cayenne 4.5 Auto. 
Black leather, 77k 



AUDI A4 2.0TDi 143SE4-dr 
Diesel, 1 owner, FSH, 93k 


£9,190 


□ 


MERCEDES BENZ C Class C200 
CD! Sport, Diesel, FSh 1 owner, 112k 



MAZDA RX8 4-dr, black leather, 
FSH, 59k 


£3,290 


FIAT 500 1.2 Sport 3-dr, air con, 
FSH,46k 



VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 16v Design 
Auto. Black, air con, 70k 


HONDA Civic 2.2 i-CDi SE 5-dr 
Diesel, 1 owner, FSH, 72k 


£6,790 



NISSAN Note 1.6 Tekna 5-dr 
Auto, 42k 


£3,790 


in 

£5,590 


□ 


VW Passat 2.0 Highline, TDi CR DPF 
Diesel, black leather, FSH, 81k 



RENAULT Megane CC 1.6 VVT 
Dynamique, air con, 46k 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 1^3 


SAT NAV 
CF63 2NW 



4 Wheel 
Laser 
Alignment 

from 

£15 


Servicing from.£69.00 

Diagnostic from.£39.95 

Radio Decodes.£14.99 

Service Valets frm.£20.00 

Full Valets from .£40.00 

Key Programming 
DPF Problems 
ECU Repairs 
Gear Box repairs 
Air Bag Faults 
Brakes and ABS 
All Repair work undertaken 


Tyres 
from 
I £ 17.95 


CAR 
REMAPPING 
£179.00 

Save £££s on 
Fuel Economy 
and Increase 
Performance 


Full Car 
Servicing 
from 

£100 

+ VAT 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW 

www.abservicecentre.co.uk 


Tel. 01446 735561 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30 - 5.30 
Saturday 8.30 - 13.00 


All major 
credit 
cards 
accepted 


VtUk 
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Barry Comprehensive School pupils’ 
success is celebrated on awards night 


BARRY Comprehensive School’s presen¬ 
tation evening was a resounding celebra¬ 
tion of success, with more than 380 stu¬ 
dents being nominated for awards. 

As ever, these awards were for success across the 
curriculum but also for success in social or life skills 
and for sporting achievement. 

Paul Child, performer and successful business 
man, was a guest of honour and spoke about his own 
experience, offering our students three pieces of 
advice: never be afraid to ask the question; if you’re 
told ‘no’, then aim to find another way; and if you say 
you are going to do something, then do it.’ 

He spoke with warmth and humour, emphasising 
that good relationships are at the heart of success. 

Jamie Roberts was also a special guest, delighting 
students with personal autographs and taking time to 
talk to each of them individually. 

We would like to thank both our guests for taking 
time out of busy schedules in order to make the 
evening memorable for all concerned. 

We would also hke to thank parents and families 
for their continued support. We are proud of the close 
partnerships between school and community and it is 
the continued support of parents that allows us to con¬ 
tinue to build on success. 

AC 



* Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 

* Van MOT Preparation I 

* Vehicle Recovery- I 

Collection and Delivery r 

Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Llandow Trading Estate, CF71 7PB 








CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


Foeut 
FcPd Focus 

Eniifet 

r<wxi 3^1 

Tmntportar 



Send us your 
sports news and 
reports - email 
gemeditorial 
@tindlenews 
.co.uk 


THE table tennis 
club which operates 
at the Cwm Talwg 
Community Hall, 
Barry, will re-open 
on Wednesday, July 
11 at 6pm, following 
a summer recess. 



FUl uvatate on our m o em iio 

\^WW.wlckVdiihlfe.C0.uk 
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new broad street motors 

Now on Cardiff Rood - Tel 01446 720044 




Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars. Great Service, Great People to deal with! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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10 AUDI A5 2.0 TDi S-Line 
Convertible 

n white with black leather. 4-seater diesel 

£24,995 



58 MAZDA 3 1.6 Auto 
Takara 

1 ice blue, 34,000 miles, 1 owner local car 

£6,995 



08 AUDI TT 'S' Quattro 
Convertible Auto 

In white with black leather 

£23,995 



55 RENAULT Clio 1.6 
Dynamique S 

In burnt orange, air con, 59,000 miles 

£3,995 



06 JAGUAR XK 
(New model) 

Black with cream leather, 50,000 miles 

£19,995 

All cars 

Just a small 


05 VAUXHALL Tigra 
1.3 CDTi Sport 

Ice Blue, 65,000 Mile Diesel Convertible 

£4,995 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4x4 


10 AUDI A5 2.0 TDi S-Line Convertible. White with black 

leather, 19,000 miles 4-seater diesel A5.£24,995 

08 AUDI TT ‘S’ Quattro Convertible Automatic in white 

with black leather, 1 lady owner.£23,995 

06 JAGUAR XK (new model) Black with cream leather, 

50,000 miles.£19,995 

58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr in met black, 43,000 mile 

diesel with multispoke alloys.£9,695 

58 HONDA Civic 2.2 CDTi GTType S in silver, 60,000 

mile high spec diesel at.£8,995 

58 MERCEDES A150 Classic SE in black, 29,000 miles, 

superb example at.£6,995 

55 MERCEDES Cl 60 Sport Auto Coupe in black, 

56,000 miles with panoramic roof .£6,995 

07 RENAULT Clio 2.0 Sport 197 3-dr in black, 26,000 

miles, superb value at.£6,995 

06 NISSAN Terrano II 2.7 diesel 5-dr, 7 seater in black, 

40,000 miles.£6,495 

03 AUDI TT ‘150’ Convertible in met-blue with blue hood, 

44,000 miles.£6,495 

05 MITSUBISHI Warrior LWB Double Cab Pick-Up. 

Diesel, black, lockable galvanised load cover . .£5,995 
07 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamic convertible in met 

grey, 1 lady owner, low mileage.£5,495 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi 120 SRi 5-dr in silver, 

68,000 mile rare diesel automatic.£4,995 

54 MERCEDES 220 CDi Avantgarde Estate Auto in 

black with black leather.£4,995 

02 AUDI TT (180). Red with black leather, 87,000 miles, £4,995 
05 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.3 CDTi Sport. In ice blue, 65,000 

mile diesel convertible.£4,995 

03 MINI Cooper Automatic. In velvet red with black roof, 
chilli pack, 70,000 miles.£4,995 

51 MERCEDES SLK 200 Auto. In silver with black leather, 

56,000 mile convertible at.£4,995 

04 LAND ROVER Freelander 1.8 XEi 5-dr. In silver, 

63,000 miles, 4x4 at .£4,695 

01 AUDI TT 180 in silver with black leather, 84,000 miles 

with Bose, etc.£4,695 

04 NISSAN X-Trail 2.5 Sport in platinum metallic, 81,000 

miles, 1 owner, fsh, pan roof etc.£4,395 

53 SMART Convertible Passion Auto. Met blue/silver, 
limited edition model.£2,995 

52 LANDROVER Freelander 18 Serengetti 5-dr in silver, 

44,000 mile 4x4 at.£2,995 

01 TOYOTA RAV4 1.8VVTi 3-dr in silver, 95,000 miles, 
alloys, a/c, etc.£2,995 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL & FAMILY CARS 


09 FORD Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec 5-dr in met blue, 60,000 

mile diesel at.£7,695 

61 KIA Rio 1.4 Domino 5-dr in black, 10,000 miles, low 

running costs, 6 year warranty .£7,295 

58 MAZDA ‘3’ 1.6 Auto Takara 5-dr in ice blue, 34,000 

miles, 1 owner local car.£6,995 

55 TOYOTA Corolla CLR 2.0 Diesel 5-dr. In platinum 

metallic, 62,000 miles .£5,995 

09 PEUGEOT 207 HDi 1.4S 3-dr in electric blue, 60,000 

miles, low road tax diesel at .£5,795 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Club 3-dr in steel grey, 33,000 

miles with a/c .£5,695 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 5-dr. In met apple 

green, 32,000 miles.£5,695 

58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Active Auto 3-dr in black, 

48,000 miles with a/c, etc .£5,695 

08 CITROEN Cl Rhythm 5-dr in red. 48,000 miles. £20 
road tax, low insurance.£4,995 


57 RENAULT Laguna (new shape) 2.0 Expression 
5-dr in met grey, 34,000 miles. Looks and drives 

superb.£4,995 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 3-dr. In black, 63,000 

miles, air con.£4,995 

05 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6T-Spirit 5-dr. In silver, 51,000 

mile local car.£4,995 

59 CHEVROLET Aveo 12LS 5-dr. In silver, 21,000 mile 
hatch at.£4,995 

56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi In silver lightning, 55,000 

miles, stylish coupe at.£4,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 

miles, fantastic value at.£4,995 

05 FORD Focus 2.0 TDCi Ghia in met blue, 60,000 mile 

top of the range diesel.£4,995 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 5-dr. In met silver, 
alloys, air con etc.£4,495 

57 SKODA Fabia 2 1.4 5-dr. In black, 60,000 miles with 

air con, cd, alloys .£4,795 

07 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In met purple, 

37,000 mile local car at .£4,695 

06 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 T3 5-dr. In met blue, 47,000 miles, 

low insurance .£4,695 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Dynamique (new shape) 3-dr. In 

black, 75,000 miles, 2 owners.£3,995 

06 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Privilege 5-dr. In red, 44,000 

miles, high specification.£3,995 

06 MAZDA 6 2.0 TS 5-dr in silver, 43,000 miles, with 

alloys, 6-speed, etc.£3,995 

05 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Design Automatic. In met grey, 
46,000 miles.£3,995 

54 MAZDA 6 2.0 Diesel TS2 Estate. In silver, 80,000 

miles, 2 owners.£3,995 

55 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique 5-dr Auto. In sil¬ 
ver, 42,000 miles, excellent example.£3,695 

04 TOYOTA Avensis 1.8T3 S 5-dr. In met grey, 71,000 

miles with air con, alloys, CD.£3,695 

55 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Oasis 5-dr in black, 62,000 

miles with pan-roof, etc .£3,495 

55 FORD Focus1.6LX Auto 5-dr. In blue, fantastic value 
new shape Focus at only.£3,495 

53 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 5-dr. In platinum, 34,000 

miles, very desirable at.£3,295 

07 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6SX 5-dr. In silver, 43,000 

miles, FSH .£3,295 

03 VOLKSWAGEN polo 1.9 diesel 3-dr. In yellow, 88,000 

miles.£3,295 

04 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Auto Privilege in ice blue with 

leather trim, 73,000 miles .£2,995 

03 MERCEDES A140 Classic. In met blue, 64,000 miles, 

fantastic value.£2,995 

03 SKODA Fabio 1.4 Elegance 5-dr. In met blue, FSH, 

cd etc .£2,695 

03 SMART City Pulse Auto. In black, low running costs + 

£30 road tax .£2,695 

52 SMART City Pulse Auto. In red/black, 64,000 miles 

with pan-roof, air con.£2,695 

51 FIAT Punto 1.2 Dynamic Automatic 5-dr in met light 
green, 44,000 miles.£1,995 

54 DAEWOO Kalos 1.2 S 5-dr in red, 1 owner, low 

mileage, low insurance .£1,995 

51 SMART Passion 600 Auto (Left Hand Drive). 

In red/silver, 52,000 miles .£1,995 



05 SKODA Fabia 
1.2 5-dr 

In silver, 60,000 miles 

£3,495 



58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 
Zetec Climate 5-Dr 

In Met Apple Green, 
32,066 Miles 

£5,695 



03 MINI Cooper 
Automatic 

in velvet red with black roof, 
chilli pack, 70,000 miles 

£4,995 


RBC 


supplied with new MoT and 6 months RAC warranty. 

I sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 

WARRANTIES 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FItSlANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAIIABU • All CARS HPi ClIAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • All MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 



MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 




^ black ors 
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GEM sport 


Could the test series whitewash 
pay dividends in the long-term? 


O N the eve of the third and 

final rugby test in Sydney on 
Saturday, caretaker Welsh 
coach Robert Howley mused: ‘‘We 

know what we have to do to beat 
Australia, but there is a difference 
between knowing how to win and 
achieving that aim,” 

Announcing just one change from the sec¬ 
ond test (on the replacements’ bench, where 
hooker Richard Hibbard, whose penalty 
giveaway on the stroke of full time was so 
costly in Melbourne, had made way for Ken 
Owens) Howley added: “r/?e players can take 
some credit for the way they played for the 
large part of the match; but that will be scant 
consolation if they don’t come home with a win 
in the series.” 

His wry remarks were given added weight 
in the wake of yet another frustrating Welsh 
defeat, this time by a single point, which 
completed the Wallaby tour whitewash and 
extended Australia’s dominance over the 
years to 24 wins in 35 matches since the two 
nations first clashed in 1908. 

As the young tourists flew home this week, 
they had justifiable cause to reflect that it 
could well have been Wales celebrating, not 
only their first victory on Australian soil for 
43 years, but even an historic test series of 
their own - such was the narrow margin 
between victory and defeat in all three see¬ 
saw matches - with the result literally in 
doubt right up to the final blast of the refer¬ 
ee’s whistle. 

First came an eight-point loss in the 27-19 
opener at Brisbane, when the Welsh team 
were “caught by surprise” and ultimately 
paid the price for a sluggish first quarter. 

This was followed by a two-point deficit 
(25-23) in Melbourne, when Wales naively 
failed to retain possession, instead kicking 
for position just before the final whistle. 

Finally, came the 20-19 heartbreak finale 
in Sydney, when they again let victory slide 
through their fingers, after 80 minutes of all- 
out endeavour, marred by lack of composure 
and careless indiscipline, which yielded a 
stream of penalties from the inconsistent, 
whistle-happy South African referee, Craig 
Joubert (more of him later). 

The stand-in coach had resisted calls for a 



BACK PAGE COMMENT by Don John 

LEFT: The 
pain of a 
one-point 
defeat in 
Sydney, and 
the loss of 
the series, 
could yet 
prove a spur 
to future 
success 
against the 
Tri nations 
giants. 

having to depart the field of play; and a drop 
goal attempt by outside half Rhys Priestland 
sailing far wide of the uprights. 

The second half followed a similar stop- 
start pattern to the first, thanks to the man 
in the middle with the metaphorical Number 
31 on his back; and Halfpenny had a chance 
to draw Wales level, after yet another penal¬ 
ty award at the scrum - but his long range 
attempt struck an upright and was cleared 
by the defence. 

Their relief did not last long, however - for 
on the hour, with the Welsh forwards batter¬ 
ing away at the hosts’ line, the again out¬ 
standing Ryan Jones, who earlier had to 
leave the field for blood repairs, plunged 
over for a deserved try under the posts, con¬ 
verted by Halfpenny to give Wales a 16-12 
lead. 

Almost immediately, as Wales lowered their 
guard, Australia clawed back a one-point 
lead with an unconverted try; but then 
Welsh scrum pressure told once more, to 
yield three more points for the boot of 
Halfpenny - and a slender 19-17 lead with 
just 10 minutes left on the clock. 

As in the previous test, though, Welsh lack 
of control at a critical juncture coughed up 
yet another punishing penalty, to edge 
Australia 20-19 in front, with time fast run¬ 
ning out. 

That was the signal for Wales to belatedly 
send on the sadly under-used James Hook, 
who made an immediate impact with a typi¬ 
cally instinctive chip-ahead and chase into 
space, easily outstripping defenders, but 



change in the Wales starting line-up to inject 
pace, particularly at half-back - giving a 
vote of confidence to a battling team that 
had, nevertheless, twice narrowly failed to 
prevail against a reshaped Australian side - 
which had seemed there for the taking at the 
start of the tour, particularly after its shock 
defeat to Scotland. 

What turned into rugby’s version of 
‘place-kick ping-pong’, began when Wales 
were penalised after less than four minutes 
and that scourge of the previous two tests, 
outside-half Derrick Barnes, slotted it over. 

Wales’ own ‘Mr Reliable’, Leigh 
Halfpenny, equalised with a penalty of his 
own, before Barnes landed a second penalty. 

Halfpenny promptly retaliated after the 
collapsing Wallaby scrum was penalised (a 
pattern that was endlessly repeated, without 
extreme sanction being applied by a 
bemused and bemusing Mr Joubert!) as 
prop Adam Jones & Co turned the screw on 
the hapless Australian front row. 

Unfortunately, lack of precision was again 
proving the Welsh Achilles heel, with han¬ 
dling errors at the restart and at the lineout 
creeping in, and the referee’s persistent whis¬ 
tle-blowing played an ever more deciding 
role in the outcome. 

The inevitable result? Two more penalties 
for Barnes and one for Halfpenny to make 
the halftime score 12-9 to the hosts. 

In between, came a wonderful breakaway 
move out of defence from Wales, which sadly 
ended with centre Jonathan Davies being iso¬ 
lated; concussed skipper, Sam Warburton, 


unluckily seeing the ball bounce into touch 
with the undefended line at his mercy. 

It was to be Wales’ last throw of the dice, 
as the final whistle signalled the end of a 
match (and a series) that the Grand Slam 
champions know was not so much won by a 
vastly superior, southern hemisphere side, as 
turned on frustrating flaws in their own 
game, which hopefully, can be ironed out by 
experience. 

While talk of ‘learning curves’ and ‘lessons 
to be learned’ is now becoming tediously 
repetitive, it is also true to say that this fast- 
developing young Welsh squad have time on 
their side still, as they build towards Warren 
Gatland’s main goal - the next Rugby 
World Cup - and other prime target mile¬ 
stones along the way. 

More immediately, it will be fascinating to 
see if the painful experience of narrow, last- 
gasp defeats in three tests against a team, 
that after all, is ranked second in the world, 
can translate into a winning streak when the 
two hemispheres next clash in the autumn 
internationals at the Millennium Stadium in 
Cardiff. 

The fact that this prospect can even be con¬ 
templated, is testament to the remarkable 
strides made in the four short years since head 
coach Warren Gatland took over the helm of a 
national team that was once the laughing 
stock of world rugby. 

It is something the critics would do well not 
to forget. 


VAN HIRE FROM 


New faces on winners^ podium at Seaview! 


£38 PER DAY! 


• Bippers 

• Tranfits 

• SAVTranapoiief3 

• Spfimers 

• Jurnbo Vans 

• USon Ramovai 

• Vans 

• T|»por trucks 

« Ora^ cab dh)f3aidea 



^ICK (01656) 


660160 


Full details available on our webeiie. 
www.wickvanhire.co.uk 


THE start of spring has seen the return of 
dogfish in kennel club proportions, along 
with other members of the shark family in 
the shape of rays. 

Some good fish have been caught, including a 
notable 13lb Blonde for Thomas Williams, a 5lb bass 
for Mickey Langford and a brace of rays for our 
illustrious chairman, Mr Steven Doble. 

Whiting, slugs and eels have made up the mixed 
bags and it has been good to see many different faces 
appear on the podium, breaking the stranglehold of 
the same old faces of yesteryear! 

The grim weather has not deterred anglers and we 
hope to see more members on the beach in the com¬ 
ing months. 

Results 

April 29: First, Steve Doble 23lb lloz (T/B Ray 
09lb 02oz, S/E Ray 08lb 04oz, LSDs); second, Paul 
Coles 09lb lloz (LSD x 6 biggest 2-7); third, Gary 
Mitchell 02lb 09oz; fourth, John Jones lib lloz. 

April 22: First, Mickey Langford 

13lb 04oz Bass 5-0, Slug, LSD. x 5; second. Lucky 
Lougher 12lb 03oz Conger, Slugs x3, LSD. x 3; 
third, Gary Morgan lOlb Oloz Conger, LSD. x 4; 
Aida Harris 8lb 03oz 

Spotted X 2 LSD x2; fifth, Nathan Warner 
7lb 08oz LSD x 6; sixth, Paul Coles 

5lb 05oz LSD x 3 Whiting. 

April 20: First, Bin Laden 

2lb 07oz LSD x 2; second, John Jones 

2lb 05oz LSD x 2; third, Mark Hillberg 


lib 03oz LSD X 2; fourth, Aida Harris 
lib 08oz LSD; fifth, Roger Green 
llb03oz LSD. 

April 15: First, Thomas Williams 20lb Oloz 
Blonde 13-4 LSD x 5; second, Paul Coles 
16lb LSD X 10 Whiting X 2; third. Lucky Lougher 
lOlb 15.5oz LSD x 10; fourth, Lee Thompson 
lOlb Oloz LSD X 8; fifth, Jody Velda 
9lb Oloz LSD X 6 Whiting Spotted Ray; sixth, Kevin 
Salih 5lb Oloz LSD Spotted Ray Silver. 

April 6: First, Mike Kerslake 13lb 07oz 
LSD X 10; second, Glyn Warner 8lb Oloz LSD x 6; 


third, Aida Harris 5lb Oloz LSD x 3; fourth, G 
Davies 2lb lloz LSD x 2; fifth, Roger Green 
lib lOoz LSD X 2; sixth, Nathan Warner 
2lb 07oz LSD x 3. 

April 1: First, Micky Langford lOlb loz. Cod 
3-6 Eel, Slug, LSD; second, Gerald Spiteri 3lb Ooz 
L.S.D X 2; second, Gary Morgan 3lb Ooz Cod; 
fourth, Paul Coles 2lb 07oz Silvers x 2 biggest 1-10; 
fifth, Roger Green 2lb Oloz Slugs x 2 biggest 1-6; 
sixth, Kevin Gardener lib Ooz LSD. 


Men’s team show excellent form 


DINAS POWYS men’s 
first team are sitting pret¬ 
ty at the top of the Summer 
Doubles League Division 1 
East, after continuing their 
recent fine form, which 
hasn’t shown any signs of 
slowing down. 

They have won their last three 
matches in a row, after suffering 
their only loss of the season 
against Cardiff thirds, propelling 
them into pole position with only 


three matches remaining. 

The victories, from the regular 
pairings of Andrew Kennedy and 
Hywel Arcos, and Tom Clack and 
Alex Vowles, have come against 
strong opposition in the form of 
Pentyrch and David Lloyd thirds 
at home coupled with a tricky 
away tie against Abergavenny 
firsts. 

A special mention must go to 
Rob Walbyoff, Tony Morgan, 
Kelvin Thomas, Bryn Dawes, 
Rob Gooding and Nick Davies, 
who have all played their part in 


getting the team into this excel¬ 
lent position at such a crucial 
stage of the season. 

The next two fixtures, against 
Barry firsts and Cardiff thirds, 
will have a big impact on the final 
standings come the end of the 
season. 

If anyone is interested in join¬ 
ing Dinas Powys Tennis Club, 
contact membership secretary, 
Phil Stott on 029 2051 2895 for 
further information. 

NW 
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Cowbridge choir sings out to help Welsh cancer care charity 



Old Hall Gardens 
in Cowbridge was 
buzzing last 
Saturday, as Pink 
was the dominant 
colour for an event 
raising funds for 
Breast Cancer 
Care Cymru. 

It was all Pink, 
apart from the ‘rock 
choir ^ (right) which 
came along to 
support the event. 
(For a full report, 
and more 
photographs by 
MIKE WILCOCK 
please see page 7). 
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POLICE APPEAL 
AFTER COLLISION 

Police in Cowbridge are appealing for 


information, following a road traffic inci¬ 
dent which occurred between Eastgate and 
Longmeadow Court in the town. 

The owners of a Mini Cooper returned to their 
parked car and found the bumper had been badly 
damaged. 

The incident took place at approximately 2.20pm 
on Friday, June 22. Anyone who may have infor¬ 
mation is asked to contact PCSO Serena James on 
101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 


Award Winning Restaurant 

hhampan 

RAKim AnPCUl SL -I- 


BANGLADESHI & 
INDIAN CUISINE 





’’Nearly ^ 




P 

f BIRD SPECIALS 
f 3 Course Meal only 
£7.95 per person 

Available every week - 
Mon.Tues &Thurs 5.30 - 7.00pm. 
Offer includes FREE glass of house 
wine/soft drinic, dine in only. 

SUNDAY BUFFET 

Service from 12 noon - 11 pm weekly, 
only £ 7 . 95 , Children £ 4.95 

ALL YOU CAN EAT! 

Children under 6 EAT FREE 
normal menu also available) 

WEDNESDAY ^ 
ALL EVENING 

5 Course Meal £ 8.95 
5.30pm -11 pm 

2 COURSE LUNCH 

(Mon - Sat 
l2-2.30pm) 

£ 4.95 Takeaway 
£ 6.95 Eat in 

L 


70 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
01446 771682/774590 

NOW OPEN: Mon-Sat 12 noon-2.30pm; 
Sunday Buffet 12 noon - 11 pm; 

Open 7 days a week 5.30-11.30pm 
including Bank Holidays 
**** Food Hygiene - Scores on the doors 


Council warns 
as dead horses 
dumped 


are 


THE carcasses of young 
horses are being dumped 
in fields, lay-bys and grass 
verges in the Cowbridge 
area - and the Vale 
Council is threatening 
legal action if the culprits 
are apprehended. 

In the early hours of Tuesday 
morning (June 26), the carcass¬ 
es of two foals were found 
dumped in a lay-by off the A48. 

They were quickly removed 
by environmental health offi¬ 
cers. 

This followed the dumping of 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


five carcasses in a nearby field 
on the previous Saturday (June 
23). A week earlier, three more 
dead foals were found dumped 
in the same area. 

The Vale Council Trading 
Standards department is calling 
on local residents and those in 
the farming and equine commu¬ 
nities to be vigilant. 

Principal Trading Standards 
Officer Christina Roberts- 
Kinsey said: “The illegal dump¬ 
ing of carcasses will not be tol¬ 
erated within the Vale. 


‘The discovery of these car¬ 
casses is highly upsetting for 
members of our community. 

“Trading Standards will 
make every effort to identify the 
owner and those responsible for 
the unlawful dumping of these 
carcasses.” 

She added: “Not disposing of 
deceased livestock via the cor¬ 
rect route is an offence and 
anyone found in breach will be 
prosecuted.” 

If anyone has any information 
regarding the above matter, con¬ 
tact Trading Standards on 01446 
709105. All matters will be dealt 
with in the utmost confidence. 


ANTIQUES 
SHOP IS 
BURGLED 


POLICE in 

Cowbridge are 
investigating a bur¬ 
glary at the 
Antiques Centre on 
Eastgate, which 
occurred overnight 
on June 20-21. 

It is believed it took 
place between 5pm on 
the Wednesday (June 20) 
and 9.15am the following 
morning. 

The police say access 
was gained to the shop 
via a side window and a 
large quantity of silver 
antiques was stolen. 

Detectives are appeal¬ 
ing for any information 
from the public to help in 
the investigation. 


Detective Sergeant 
Rob Davidson of Barry 
CID said: “This was a 
very unusual burglary, 
with a large amount of 
high-value silver 

antiques taken. 

“I am appealing for 
any information from 
people in the trade who 
may have been offered 
the chance to purchase 
any of these antiques. 

“I also want to hear 
from anyone who may 
have seen anything sus¬ 
picious in the Eastgate 
area of Cowbridge 
throughout the night in 
question.” 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 3) 
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Rain stops play... 

BUT ONLY 
AFTER GREAT 
DAY OUT! 



RAIN didn’t damp¬ 
en the spirits of 
members of the 
Cowbridge 
(Gateway) Monday 
Club - when they 
went on their annu¬ 
al mystery summer 
coach trip. 

Thanks to the generos¬ 
ity of the Llantwit Major 
and Cowbridge Lions 
and the Rotary Club of 
Cowbridge, carers, par¬ 
ents and friends visited 
Manor House Wildlife 
Park near Tenby (Anna 
Ryder Richardson’s 
Welsh conservation-led 
Zoo) on June 21. 

Everyone was able to 


OLDER residents 
at Bonvilston had 
their first over-50s 
club session on 
June 19 in the 
Reading Room at a 
coffee morning run 
by Age Concern 
Cardiff and the 
Vale of 

Glamorgan’s rural 
connections project. 

The group will now 
meet every Tuesday 
from 10am to 12 noon, 
with a lunch club on the 
last Tuesday of every 
month at The Red Lion 
from 12.30pm. There 
will be speakers and 
activities. 

The first session 
proved popular with 19 
people attending for a 
fun morning of chatting 
and listening to a talk 
given by Jane Platts, the 
Age Concern Rural 
Connections co-ordina- 


walk around in the dry 
looking at the various 
endangered species, 
including wallabies, 

meerkats, lemurs, pygmy 
goats, Cameroon sheep, 
and more. 

Manor House has 
joined the captive breed¬ 
ing programme, which 
will re-introduce white 
rhino back into the wild. 

We all then met up and 
enjoyed a meal in the 
restaurant. 

This was where rain 
stopped play - we had 
planned to visit Amroth 
on our return journey, to 
enjoy some sea air and an 
ice cream, but due to the 
heavy rain returned to 


tor, about plans and aspi¬ 
rations for the group. 

Age Concern Ageing 
Well coordinator, Nona 
Hextor, also gave an 
overview about some of 
the many services 
offered by Age Concern. 

Jane Platts comment¬ 
ed: “The first club ses¬ 
sion went extremely 
well. Lots of people said 
how nice it is to have 
something in their com¬ 
munity that allows them 
to get out of the house 
and meet other people in 
the village and have a 
chat. 

“One lady even com¬ 
mented that she had 
lived in the village for 
nine years and had only 
known two of the people 
in the room before the 
session!” 

For more information, 
contact Jane Platts on 
01446 795631, or email: 
jane.platts® age-con- 
cem-Cardiff, org.uk 


Cowbridge with a coach 
of tired but happy people, 
with lots to talk about. 

Thank you to all who 
made this day possible. 

The Monday Club 
meets in the United Free 
Church Hall (Ramoth), 
Cowbridge - entrance 
via The Broadshoard - 
normally on the second 
Monday of every month 
from 7.30pm-9pm. 

A warm invitation is 
extended to anyone (16 
years plus) with a learn¬ 
ing difficulty, to join our 
happy group. 

Further information is 
available on 01446 
773373, or 01446 
781309. 

ANN ROACH, 
(Secretary) 

THANK 
YOU FOR 
YOUR 
PHOTO! 

ALL the bell ringers 
at Holy Cross 
Church, Cowbridge 
would like to thank 
Lucy Hailes very 
much for the photo¬ 
graph published in 
The GEM on 
Thursday, June 14,. 
B Thomas, 

Cowbridge 

Readers 

thanked 

I WOULD like to 
thank readers of 
The GEM who sup¬ 
ported our coffee 
morning in aid of 
Llanfair Primary 
School’s centenary 
appeal. 

It was lovely to see so 
many past pupils, who 
brought along photo¬ 
graphs and shared stories 
with year-6 children. 

We are now looking 
forward to our centenary 
garden party on 
Saturday, July 7, at 2pm, 
when all are welcome. 
Mary Llewellyn, St 
Hilary, 

Governor, Llanfair 
Primary School. 


Your local quality care home 


Milsom House 

Residential & Nursing Home 

• St Athan • 


Manager Gillian Allison 

Telephone 01446 750166 


Get-together 
club for the 
over-fifties 


Reunion joy 
for Joy and 
Gill from Oz 



ABOVE: Gill and Joy say the response to 
their reunion appeal in The GEM 
last week was simply ‘unbelievable^ 

I Report by TIM CHAPMAN 


‘THANK you, 
Llantwit and 
thank you. The 
GEM!’ 

That was the mes¬ 
sage of two sisters 
from Australia who 
invited people in the 
town to a reunion at 
the King’s Head last 
Saturday night, June 
23. 

Joy Green (68) and 
her sister Gill Wicks 
(64) whose maiden 
name was White, emi¬ 
grated to Australia in the 
1970s, but are ‘back 
home’ in Wales for an 
extended holiday. 

Last week they issued 
an appeal in The GEM 
because they were keen 
to meet up with friends 
they knew in the forties, 
fifties or sixties. 

The sisters had first 
lived at Stallcourt 
Avenue and later at 
Boverton, before emi¬ 
grating. 

Gill said: “Thank you 
to the people of Llantwit 


for responding, and to 
The GEM for publishing 
our appeal - it was 
unbelievable, more than 
20 people turned up. 

“We met Elaine, who 
lived with her parents in 
the shop next door to us 
in Boverton”. 

Joy said: “The 
evening went so well, 
we’re meeting up again 
with some people later 
today (Monday).” 

Joy was thrilled to 
meet old friends 
Rosemary, Joyce and 
Janice. 

Gill said: “We also 
met John, someone we’d 
known at the Boverton 
Castle all those years 
ago.” 

Joy’s husband, Mike, 
added: “We’d like to 
thank the King’s Head 
because they were even 
kind enough to set aside 
some tables for us all 
and provide snacks.” 

The family will return 
to their home in Darwin, 
Australia next weekend. 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 

More choice 
for patients 


IN addition to our 
consulting rooms 
and physiotherapy 
facilities at the Vale 
Hospital, Cardiff 
Bay Clinic and Vale 
Clinic (in Hensol), 
we are now pleased 
to offer our 
patients even more 
location choice for 
their appointments. 

From June 2012, Vale 
Healthcare is delighted 
to be offering 
orthopaedic consultation 
appointments and phys¬ 
iotherapy treatment in 
the Cowbridge & 
Western Vale Group 
Practice, which will 
allow expert treatment 
and rapid access 
appointments on your 
doorstep. 

Tim Atter, Business 
Director at Vale 
Healthcare, said: 

“We’ve developed a 
great relationship with 
the GPs and patients at 
the Cowbridge & 
Western Vale Group 
Practice, and we see this 
as an opportunity to 
offer patients more 
choice in where they 


receive their treatment. 

“We’re thrilled now 
to be able to offer the 
people of Cowbridge 
(and surrounding areas) 
appointments close to 
home, and hope that it 
will have particular ben¬ 
efit for those patients 
recovering post-opera- 
tively in terms of phys¬ 
iotherapy treatment. 

“Initially, our service 
will offer physiotherapy 
appointments with 
Andrew Massocchi 
(Senior Physiotherapist 
at Vale Healthcare) and 
orthopaedic consultation 
appointments with Mr 
Rhys Williams and Mr 
Geoff Graham, 
Consultant Orthopaedic 
Surgeons, all from the 
practice.” 

For more information 
in the consultant and 
physiotherapy services 
available, please con¬ 
tact our bookings office 
on 02920 836714. The 
Cowbridge & Western 
Vale Group Practice is 
at The Broad Shoard, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7DA. 

(SEE ADVERT 
ON PAGE 8) 



Rotarians hand 
£1,500 cheques to 
local charities 


ABOVE: Seren 
Evans, of the Stroke 
Association. 


THIS year’s retiring president of Cowbridge Rotary Club, 
Geoffrey Jones, “had great pleasure” recently in presenting 
cheques of £1,500 each to Seren Evans of the Stroke Association 
and Lindsay Doyle of Ty Hafan Children’s Hospice. 


Local antiques 



Weather dampens 
the planned walk 


RIGHT: 

Two of the silver 
antiques that were 
taken during the 
burglary. 

(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

Among the silver 
property listed as stolen 
are: two Champagne 
bottle holders; a circular 
fruit basket with four 
feet; a rectangular fruit 
basket; a set of four 
candlesticks and three 
pairs of candlesticks; a 
tortoiseshell and silver 
casket; an art nouveau 
jewellery box; five 
sugar sifters; a 1930s 
biscuit barrel; a small 
oval jewellery box; a 
pin cushion with 
maroon velvet; four Bon 
Bon dishes; three tea 
caddies; two perfume 
bottles; a silver salver; 
five photograph frames; 
two pocket watches; a 
silver framed mirror and 
an oval cased brass car¬ 
riage clock. 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion is asked to contact 
Detective Sergeant Rob 
Davidson at Barry CID 
on 01446 731606 or 
Crimestoppers free on 
0800 555111. 

Civic 

Service 

THE town will put 
on its most tradi¬ 
tional face this 
Sunday (July 1) 
when the Mayor of 
Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian, Coun 
Nicola Thomas, 
holds her Civic 
Parade and Service. 

The parade will be 
under the instruction of 
the parade marshall. 
Flight Lieutenant Dave 
Palmer of the ATC, and 
will make its way from 
the town hall to Holy 
Cross Church at 
10.30am, with the Civic 
Service starting at 
10.45 am. 


BONT FAEN WI’S 
walk around 
Colwinston had to 
be postponed due to 
the weather; how¬ 
ever, we enjoyed an 
excellent meal at 
the Sycamore Inn. 

A spokeswoman 
reports'. We were far 
more fortunate for our 
cream tea meet - the sun 
shone, the garden looked 
wonderful, and the home 
made scones and jam 
were first-rate. 

Mrs Joyce James 
came to speak to us on 
‘writing your memoirs’ 
on June 21. 

She informed us how 
important it was for us 
to share our memories of 
our childhood and how 
many things have been 
invented and changed 


over the years, even for 
our ‘younger’ members. 

Many members 
shared their memories 
and all in all it was a 
fascinating evening. 

This was followed by 
the business meeting, 
when members were 
encouraged to take part 
in Federation events and 
the report from the AGM 
was read. 

The annual mystery 
trip is taking place on 
Saturday, August 11. 

The next meeting, on 
Thursday July 19, is 
held in a member’s gar¬ 
den. 

We take a break for 
August and resume our 
meetings on Thursday 
September 13, when Mel 
Bastian and Claire will 
give us a demonstration 
on willow weaving. 


Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home.l 
Typically £10.50 per hour inc. A’ ^ 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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Y Bont Faen Primary pupils enjoy their 
own circus - followed by a summer fayre! 


¥ 



ABOVE: There was a good turn-out for the summer fayre. 



THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
(PUBLIC FOOTPATH No. 6 COWBRIDGE) 
(TEMPORARY CLOSURE) ORDER 2012 

On the 28th June 2012 the Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of its pow¬ 
ers under Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as amend¬ 
ed), made an Order the general effect of which is as described in the sched¬ 
ules below: 

The Order will come into force on 9th July 2012 and will be known as "The 
Vale of Glamorgan Council (Public Footpath No 6 Cowbridge) (Temporary 
Closure) Order 2012. 

If you wish to question the validity of the Order or any provisions contained 
therein 

on the grounds that they are not within the powers conferred by the above 
Act or on the grounds that any requirement of the same or that any instru¬ 
ment made under it has not been complied with in relation to the Order, you 
may within six weeks from the 9th July 2012 apply to the High Court for this 
purpose 

SCHEDULE 1 

1. No person shall proceed on foot in the location specified in Schedule 2 
below. 

SCHEDULE 2 

Location The section of footpath that extends between High Street and 
Poplar Park, Cowbridge. (This footpath is known as Cowbridge 
number 6). 

Alt. Route The diversion for this closure shall be via High Street, Church 
Street and along the footpath know as Llanblethian number 44 
into Poplar Park, and visa-versa. 

Reason This closure is required in order to maintain public safety while 
construction work takes place on adjacent land, the site of the 
former garden centre. 

Duration From 9.00am on Monday 9th July 2012, for a maximum period 
of six months or completion of works, whichever is earlier 

Signing: Appropriate temporary signing will indicate the 

alternative route. 




ABOVE: ‘Chi Chi China Revolver’gets 
busy with her hula hoops. 


Dated this 28th day of June 2012 
M. Punter, 

Head of Visible Services 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, The Alps, 

Wenvoe. CF5 6AA. 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

cowbridge-today. co. uk 



EARLIER this 
month, the Y Bont 
Faen Primary 
School PTA organ¬ 
ised a very special 
event when the cir¬ 
cus came to town! 

School spokeswoman 
Jayne Morris reports: 

“The children were so 
excited when they 
arrived to see a big top 
on their sports field - as 
if by magic it had 
appeared overnight! 

“The PTA had organ¬ 
ised a whole weekend of 
fun and entertainment, 
which carried on despite 
the rain and windy 
weather. What a way to 
welcome our guests 
from England to our 
lovely country! 

“There was a full day 
Thursday for all the chil¬ 
dren to take part in the 
circus, learn some new 
skills and be introduced 
to Henry the dog - the 
star of the show! 

“They learnt to spin 
plates, juggle and do 
some acrobatics! 

“Cn Friday, the 90 
lucky children who had 
won a place in the circus 
were taught their acts. 

“They all went home 
very excited children 
and came back as bril¬ 
liant circus performers. 

“The parents loved 
the shows from the chil¬ 
dren and everyone 
would like to say a huge 
thanks to Fred and his 
flying circus, and ‘Chi 
Chi China Revolver’ - 
an amazing hoola hoop¬ 
er - and also Henry the 
dog! 

“On Saturday,, the 
day began with the 
annual duck race, and 
the river was fast flow¬ 
ing and very cold! 

“The school’s ‘duck 
catcher’ for the last three 
years, James Morris, 
now in year-7 at 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive, won 
first prize for the first 
time, after entering for 
the previous eight years! 

“Second prize went to 
Rhys Williams, third 
was James Skilling and 
fourth Eleri Morgan. 

“The parents got 
rather wet too, as it 
decided to rain just as 
Hazel Gambling, the 
duck race organiser, 
threw the ducks in to the 
River Thaw! 

“Poor Leona had to 
catch an onslaught of 
ducks at the end of the 
race. 

“Never mind, the par¬ 
ents all came back to 


school for the annual 
summer fayre. 

“Thank goodness for 
Donna Brown, who 
organised everyone with 
military precision and 
saved the day! 

“Local businesses 
have been really sup¬ 
portive and sponsorship 
came from Sylvia 
Williams, who spon¬ 
sored nails and tattoos, 
and The Bear Hotel, who 
sponsored an ‘adopt a 
bear from Patagonia’ 
stall! The bears were a 
real hit with the chil¬ 
dren! 

“Mrs Carole Bird pro¬ 
vided a beautiful English 
tea shop and made all the 
cakes herself. 

“There were loads of 
stalls and games, includ¬ 
ing a bouncy castle and 
face painting, ECO 
Council recycling, gar¬ 
den club flowers,a rock 
shop, refreshments and 
barbecue and the weath¬ 
er did not beat us!” 

“I would like to 
extend a huge thank you 


from all the PTA to 
everyone who helped 
organise the event, run 
stalls, those who bought 
things, and to all those 
children who took part 
and performed so bril¬ 
liantly! 

“We raised a smash¬ 
ing £1,900 at the last 
count! 

“Thanks to Kirsty and 
Felicity for setting up a 
MYDonate site to make 
ticket selling and the 
handling of such large 
amounts of cash easier 
for everyone. 

“We hope that the 
larger community 
enjoyed it too, as many 
new faces were seen on 
the day. 

“We had three very 
good ring masters in 
Gwennie Phillips (year- 
1), Elin Lowrie (year-1) 
and Katie Gardner 
(reception), along with 
three really good tiger 
tamers in Michael 
Wilkes (year-4), Evie 
Kwan (year-2) and 
Gwennie (year-1).” 
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Family wish Rosa Keeling 
‘many happy returns’ at 
100th birthday celebration 


IL i 



ABOVE: Rosa at The Manor House, St Hilary, celebrating her 
100th birthday and surrounded by her family. 


‘GRAND TOUR’ OF 
TRUST PROPERTIES 


‘Lyn the Leap’ opens 
Pendoylan school’s 
Olympic celebrations 



Welsh Olympic gold medal winner, Lynn Davies, with sports journalist 
Peter Jackson and pupils at Pendoylan CW Primary School 


SPORTS journalist Peter 
Jackson and Wales’ Olympic 
gold medallist, Lynn ‘the 
Leap’ Davies, opened 
Pendoylan CW Primary 
School’s ‘Olympic Fortnight’ 
celebrations recently. 

‘Lyn the Leap’ spoke inspira¬ 
tionally to the children about his 
achievements and showed his gold 


medal and London 2012 torch. 

Mr Jackson regaled the assembly 
with training advice and anecdotes 
from Mr Davies’ career, including 
the 1964 Tokyo Olympic Games, 
where he won gold at just 21 years 
of age, with a long jump of 8.07m. 

“We measured and marked out 
the distance in the hall and seeing it 
is believing it. The distance is 
astonishing,” said a school 
spokesman. 


First soulful gospel, 
next blues and rock 



ROSA KEELING 
celebrated her 
100th birthday 
with a family 
gathering at The 
Manor House in 
St Hilary, where 
she has been a 
resident for just 
four weeks. 

Rosa was bom in 
Birmingham on June 19, 
1912, and until May 
lived with her husband 
of 71 years Bill at their 
home in Dinas Powys. 

Bill is currently in 
hospital following a fall. 

Maggie Harris, 

Rosa’s daughter, told 
The GEM: “Rosa 
moved to Dinas Powys 
from the Midlands with 
Bill and the five chil¬ 
dren in the family in 
1957 and quickly 
became known in the 
village. 

“She was a distinctive 
figure, going every¬ 
where on her bike or at 
a fast-paced walk, often 
laden with shopping. 

“Over the years, she 
has been an avid gar¬ 
dener, keeping her fami¬ 
ly supplied with fresh 
produce from the large 
plot at Glen Acres, St 
Andrew’s Road. 

“My mother was an 
active member of the 
WI, and held various 
offices over the years. 

“She loved dancing, 
and even when she and 
my father could no 
longer cope with ball¬ 
room, she kept fit with 
line-dancing and yoga, 
well into her nineties.” 

Over the years Rosa 
has put others first and 
befriended a number of 
ladies who were alone, 
visiting until quite 
recently. 

Maggie said: “My 
mother lost her father at 


THE St Brides 
Major produce 
market will in 
future be held on 
the second 
Saturday of each 
month starting on 
July 14. 

New stallholders are 
welcome. Anyone 
interested can contact 
St Brides Major Village 
Shop, or the St Brides 
Major website at 
WWW. stbridesmajor. co. u 
k. 

WICK Chapel held 
their annual flower 
communion service on 
Sunday, June 24, 
marking the 90th 
anniversary of its 
inauguration at a 
church in Prague. 

The service was 


the age of 10, lived 
through the Depression, 
the bombing raids, and 
many other difficulties 
of the war, and in 1980, 
her youngest child, 
Rosemary, died at the 
age of 26. 

“She dealt with 
adversity in her own, 
quiet way, never com¬ 
plaining, and always 
faithful to her strong 
belief in our obligations 
to the environment. 

“She has been a true 
‘Green’, long before the 
term was coined. She is 
known in the village for 
her steadfast refusal to 
accept lifts, whatever 
the weather, preferring 
to walk everywhere.” 

Maggie added: “Rosa 
is a survivor and we as a 
family are delighted to 
see her so content and 
well cared for after a 
lifetime of caring for 
others. 

“Her four children 
and partners, nine gran- 
children, and five great¬ 
grandchildren, were 
united in wishing Rosa 
‘Many Happy Returns 
of the Day’!” 


attended by Minister 
Julian Morgan and the 
congregation exchanged 
posies of flowers to 
commemorate the day. 
SUNDAY, June 24, 
was open day for the 
gardens of Castle- 
upon-Alun. 

The weather was 
much better last week¬ 
end and the gardens 
were a delight. 

THE annual Youth 
Festival will be held at 
Ewenny Priory on June 
26-29; concerts at 
5.30pm. 

MOTHERS’ Union cor¬ 
porate communion will 
be held at All Saints, 
Southerndown, tomor¬ 
row (Friday, June 29) 
at 10am. 


THE Vale National 
Trust enjoyed their 
week-long spring 
break staying at 
the Queen Hotel in 
Chester. 

The party of 40 mem¬ 
bers including the presi- 


COWBRIDGE Male 
Voice Choir held its 
annual hog roast 
event at Cowbridge 
Rugby Club on 
Saturday, June 23, 
when the highlight of 
the evening was a 
passionate speech 
extolling the virtues 
of the Macmillan 
Nurses charity, by 
Mr Jeff Cowland. 

He is well known for 
his involvement in chari¬ 
ty walks over many years 
with Sir Ian Botham. 
Jeff was chosen to carry 
the 2012 Olympic flame 
for 300 yards through 
Bryncethin and played 
basketball for Wales. 

A past president of 
Rhondda Valley Rotary 
Club, he is employed by 
Rhondda Cynon Taff as 
an adviser on adult spe¬ 
cial needs in the commu¬ 
nity. 


dent. Sir Brooke 
Boothby, were joined by 
friends from the Cardiff 
branch. 

The vacation includ¬ 
ed a mix of National 
Trust properties and 
other places of interest. 

Our first stop was 


On display in the club 
was the torch Jeff carried 
in Bryncethin, which he 
kindly allowed to be han¬ 
dled by those present. 

As a result of his com¬ 
mitment to the 
Macmillan Nurses, a col¬ 
lection was organised 
and the sum of £80 
donated to the cause. 

Cowbridge Male 
Voice Choir’s next con¬ 
cert is on Wednesday, 
July 4, at 7.30pm in Holy 
Cross Church, 

Cowbridge, where they 
will play host to the 
Metropolitan Male Voice 
Choir of South Australia. 

Jeff Cowland will be a 
guest at the concert and 
will bring with him the 
Olympic torch, to be dis¬ 
played in the church. 

The concert is in aid of 
the Parkinson’s UK char¬ 
ity. 

RP 


Trentham Gardens and 
Estate, Stoke on Trent 
where we walked 
around the lake, the 
newly-restored Italian 
gardens and forest 
walks. 

The next day took us 
to Dunham Massey 
where we were able to 
look into the somewhat 
scandalous lives of a 
couple of long gone 
earls! 

A short drive took us 
to Tatton Park with its 
fine Gillows furniture 
and many other collec¬ 
tions original to the 
house. 

Our next visit took us 
into 20th and 21st cen¬ 
tury science and tech¬ 
nology at Jodrell Bank 
with a very informative 
talk and tour. Many 
people were unaware of 
the actual size of the 
Lovell telescope. 

That afternoon, we 
visited Quarry Bank 
Mill and enjoyed an 
excellent tour of the 
Apprentice House. 

Liverpool was our 
next destination with the 
Blue Badge guide who 
joined us at Albert Dock 
and led us on the coach 
around the city with a 
stop at the Roman 
Catholic Cathedral and 
a tour of the interior of 
this modernistic struc¬ 
ture. 

On our journey we 
visited the National 
Memorial Arboretum, 
where we wandered at 
ease in the chapel, the 
Armed Forces 
Memorial, or specific 
sites that held meaning 
for individual members. 

The party returned 
home after a thoroughly 
enjoyable holiday. 

Vale National Trust 
meets at the Duke of 
Wellington, Cowbridge, 
monthly between 
September and April, 
and ‘away days ’ are 
arranged during the 
summer months. 

JEAN POWELL 


THIS Sunday at 
7pm at the Duke, 
Vale Church will 
be hosting the 
First West Band 
from Louisiana, an 
eight-piece band 
performing blues, 
soul, jazz and rock 
classics. 

The band is made up 
of professional and 
semi-professional musi¬ 
cians. Entry is free. 

Last Saturday, Vale 
Church hosted Kesed at 
the Cowbridge leisure 
centre, who lived up to 
their reputation as a 
dynamic contemporary 
gospel band, producing 
driving, soulful vocals 
without compromising 
tunefulness or close har¬ 
monies. 

Auto-tune was not 
required for this group, 
who would put many a 
professional artist in the 
shade. 

The pounding rhythm 
section was lively and 
tight. Song of the 
evening was a ‘mash up’ 
of the Jackson 5’s ‘ABC 
123’ with a gospel song, 
demonstrating a refresh¬ 
ing and creative 
approach to modern 
gospel music. 

Neil Harvey shared 


some of his life story, 
which was at times both 
sobering and humorous, 
but always inspiring. 
Some people took the 
opportunity to get a 
signed copy of his auto¬ 
biography ‘Uncaged’. 

This was a first class 
event and we hope to put 
on more of this nature in 


THE RSPCA is 
appealing for infor¬ 
mation after a ter¬ 
rapin was fished 
out of the river 
Ogmore. 

A member of the pub¬ 
lic noticed the exotic pet 
struggling to climb up a 
concrete bank before 
sliding back in to the 
water on Wednesday, 
June 20 at Aber Road in 
Ogmore Vale. 

RSPCA inspector 
Nigel Duguid said: “Pet 
shops often sell terrapins 
very cheaply, but they 
are quite tricky to keep. 
They can grow quickly, 
need large aquaria with 
appropriate basking 
areas and their water 


the future. Vale Church 
would like to thank Holy 
Cross for providing the 
drum kit. 

We would also like to 
thank the leisure centre 
staff who were very atten¬ 
tive and also Sound Media 
Solutions for delivering 
great audio. 

ALUN GRIFFITHS 


must be changed regu¬ 
larly. 

“It is unacceptable to 
dump an animal like this. 
Not only it cruel, but ter¬ 
rapins are a non-native 
species and so could 
potentially have a harm¬ 
ful impact on other 
wildlife. We would urge 
anyone with information 
about this matter to con¬ 
tact us as soon as possi¬ 
ble.” 

The terrapin is now 
in the care of the 
RSPCA. Anyone with 
information about this 
incident is urged to con¬ 
tact the RSPCA cruelty 
and information line on 
0300 1234 999. Calls 
will be treated in confi¬ 
dence. 


COMMUNITY NEWS 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


Choir hears of 
Macmillan’s 
great work 



Gwyn Thomas (left) and 
Cowbridge Rotary chairman Peter Evans. 


Inquiry after 
pet terrapin 
found in river 
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Judge tells man who preyed on children: 
‘You have shown no remorse whatsoever’ 


10-YEAR JAIL 
SENTENCE 
FOR PYLE 
PAEDOPHILE 


A paedophile who 
preyed upon children, 
has been jailed for 10 
years at Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

Barrie Mably (31) of Heol 
Ty Maen, Pyle, abused four 
girls. He was found guilty at a 
previous hearing of one 
charge of attempted rape, four 
of indecent assault and two of 
sexual assault. He was cleared 
of a charge of rape. 

Judge William Gaskell told 
him: “You have shown no 
remorse whatsoever and you 
maintain your denials, despite 
compelling evidence. You have 
received no credit for a guilty 
plea.” 

Prosecutor Matthew 

Roberts said the offences 
occurred over a 10-year peri¬ 
od in the Pyle and Ogmore 
Vale area. 

Mably denied all the 
charges and claimed the girls 


Crown Court 
report by 
AJ SICLUNA 


had been lying. 

His counsel Jennette 
Treharne said: “He is not 
predatory and did not lure his 
victims. This behaviour 
occurred when he was alone 
with them.” 

She pointed out that he had 
already been on remand for 18 
months. 

“Some of the offences were 
opportunist, and isolated. At 
the time he was in his late 
teens and early 20s.” 

Mably, she said, had some 
problems in the past relating 
to his mental health. 

“Upon his release, he wants 
to start afresh in Bristol, in an 
area where he is unknown. He 
has no relevant convictions.” 

The judge said the offences 


occurred between 1999 and 
2009. 

One girl was aged nine, 
another aged six. 

He pretended to play a 
game with them and shortly 
after, indecently assaulted 
them. 

One girl aged eight was held 
against a bed and Mably 
attempted to rape her. She was 
then told not to say anything. 

Another two victims were 
aged seven and nine, and one 
of them was humiliated by 
Mably. 

The judge directed that 
when released, he register as a 
sex offender for life and he 
was banned from working 
with children indefinitely. 

Judge Gaskell also imposed 
a Sexual Offences Prevention 
Order, which forbids Mably 
from approaching any girl 
under the age of 16. 


• Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 
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PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 

Two floors with a comprehensive 
tiisplay of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurhished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 


Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 

r DISCOUNTS FORThE OVER 60s" “ “JvSiS'i 

j on Tuesdays and Thursdays (Please ask in-store for details) I 

Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

m (opposite new library) 

^ * Also large warehouse & snowrooi 

‘ at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes oniy. 


» TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG < 


Association’s fishing 
spectacular is a success 



Laura Goldsmith of Valleys Gateway Day Centre 


ON a pleasant 
sunny day in June, 
members of the 
Bridgend and 
District Disabled 
Association super¬ 
vised a fishing com¬ 
petition at Seven 
Oaks fishery, 
Ystradowen, 
Cowbridge. 

Our thanks go to the 
owners of Seven Oaks, 
for hosting the event. 

Taking part were 24 
children and adults in 
total, comprising six in 
each team from 
Heronsbridge School, 
Bridgend, Ysgol Bryn 
Castell, Bridgend, 
Pencoed School and the 
Valleys Gateway Day 
Centre, Sam. 

The competition 
proved to be special and 
enjoyable for everyone, 
with a marquee set up 
by the Rotary Club and 
refreshments provided. 

The theme of the day 
was to create a carnival 
atmosphere, with some 
helpers dressed up in 
cowboys and Indians 
outfits. 

This added to the 
excitement and success 
of the 24 competitors, 
who each caught two 
fish for a total of 48 fish 
landed on the day. 

The overall result 
was extremely close and 
the winner was based on 
the weight of fish 
caught by each of the 
four teams participating: 

Heronsbridge School 
- total weight 12^/4 lb; 
Ysgol Bryn Castell - 
total weight 12^/4 lb; 
Pencoed School - total 
weight 13^/2 lb; Valleys 
Gateway Day Centre - 
total weight 13^/4 lb. 

The chairman of the 
association, Mr Ralph 
Merchant, awarded spe¬ 
cial medallions to the 



Kyle Cranford, 
Pencoed School. 
individual team member 
who recorded the heavi¬ 
est bag of two fish. 

The winners were: 
Heronsbridge, Rhys 
Edwards; Ysgol Bryn 
Castell, Ryan 
Woodridge; Pencoed 
School, Kyle Cranford; 
Valleys Gateway Centre, 
Laura Goldsmith. 

The main presenta¬ 
tion of the day ‘The 
Byron Morgan Cup, ’ 
was proudly handed to 
the captain of the win¬ 
ning team. Valleys 
Gateway Centre by 
Karen Tregoing, the 
daughter of Byron 
Morgan, who congratu¬ 
lated the team on their 
success. 

The committee of the 
Bridgend Fishing for the 
Disabled Association 
undertake similar events 
once a month through¬ 
out the year. 

This is a most 
rewarding experience in 
assisting members of the 
community, and volun¬ 
teers are always wel¬ 
comed to assist for two 
to three hours on the 
day. 

For anyone interest¬ 
ed, fishing experience is 
not essential. Contact 
Mr R Merchant on 
01656 660683. JD 


‘Beware scam 
computer calls* 


THE police in 
Cowbridge have 
issued a warning to 
people not to fall for 
a computer scam. 

Local people in the 
area have received calls 
from a person purporting 
to be from a major com¬ 
puter company who 
claims that a household¬ 
er’s PC or laptop has a 
fault which they can 
solve - a payment is 
required up front. 

peso Hilary 

O’Callaghan said: “One 
local woman has already 


lost money to this scam 
and other people have 
had calls. Our advice is 
to ignore this sort of 
call.” 

Last year. The GEM 
highlighted a case in St 
Athan in which a woman 
paid for a caller to solve a 
‘fault’ on her computer. 
The man worked on her 
machine remotely only 
for it to end up with 
viruses. 

She then had to take 
her laptop it to a local 
computer shop to be rec¬ 
tified. 


Rhys Edwards of Heronsbridge School 



Ryan Woodridge of the captain of the 

Ysgol Bryn Castell winning team. 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd*) 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Ascot fashion! 
ONCE again. The 
Star Inn, Treoes, 
became the venue 
for ladies from the 
surrounding area to 
celebrate Ascot 
ladies day on June 
21 . 

It may have been mis¬ 
erable weather outside 
and at Ascot, but the Star 
was warm and cheerful. 
Having enjoyed a glass 
of Pimms and a delicious 
two-course lunch, the 
ladies watched the races 
on multi-screens. 

Jo Reed of Bridgend 
won the best hat compe¬ 
tition, having just picked 
her fourth winner. 

The local Eisteddfod 
appeal committee raised 
£464 and wishes to thank 
Clive and Trish and the 
staff at the Star for all 
their hard work. 

Thanks also go to 
Huw from Coychurch for 
running the book and to 
the ladies who turned up 
in their finery to enjoy 
themselves and offer 
their support. 

St Canna’s, 
Llangan 

ST CANNA’S was fdled 
to capacity for the con¬ 
cert by the popular 
Minnesingers, which 
took place on Friday, 
June 15. 

Pathway 

THE path from the 
entrance to the church 
cemetery to the vestry 
is now completed with a 
non-slip surface. This 
will be a great help to 
visitors. 

Village link 

A TALK by Carys 
Whelan on the beauti¬ 
ful Physic Garden in 
Cowbridge will take 


place in St Canna’s 
restored vestry on 
Wednesday, July 18, at 
7pm, cost £2. 

Community 

Council 

AT the Llangan Council 
meeting on June 11, 
Conn K Jones (Treoes) 
made a request for part 
of the former tennis 
court to be dedicated to 
Saron Chapel. 

This request has been 
made by Friends of 
Saron on several occa¬ 
sions, but for legal rea¬ 
sons the local community 
council is unable to fulfil 
it. Also, as far as I know, 
residents of Llangan and 
St Mary Hill would need 
to be involved. 

Coun Mrs E Mathews 
(Treoes) requested notice 
of meetings to be dis¬ 
played on notice boards, 
with information regard¬ 
ing dates and where 
meetings are being held. 

Coun Mrs Hayball 
Jones reported a blocked 
drain where the pipes 
need cleaning and sort¬ 
ing, the landowner need¬ 
ed to be informed. 

Coun Hayball Jones, 
on returning to her home, 
found dead hens killed 
by a dog out of control. 
This has been reported to 
the local police. 

Over the many years I 
have attended the council 
meetings, I have endeav¬ 
oured to give a true and 
honest report. 

I was always given a 
copy of the council min¬ 
utes by the former coun¬ 
cil secretary, Mrs M 
Major, and if this is con¬ 
tinued by the new secre¬ 
tary to the council, I will 
continue my reporting of 
council meetings in The 
GEM. 
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The Old Hall Gardens turn pink for the 
Strawberry Tea in aid of cancer charity 


THIS Saturday Cowbridge High Street turned dazzling pink to 
support Breast Cancer Care Cymru! 

Shops, businesses and the community enjoyed a Strawberry Tea party in the 
Old Hall Gardens, an event co-ordinated by local resident Sally Harrop 

It was part of Breast Cancer Care’s Strawberry Tea summer fundraising cam¬ 
paign, sponsored by Seasonal Berries. 

Highlights from the day included the opening of the event by the Mayor of 
Cowbridge with Llanblethian, Coun Nicola Thomas, and TTV Wales’ Jonathan 
Hill and Ruth Wignall introducing The Rock Choir’, who were attempting a UK¬ 
wide Guinness World record. 

A ‘super choir’ - made up of three local rock choirs from Cowbridge, Ponyclun 
and Bridgend - started singing the Bryan Adams and Mel C hit, ‘When You’re 
Gone’ - simultaneously with hundreds around the UK, promptly at noon . 

Local fathers and sons took part in a ‘fathers versus sons’ Sevens rugby tour¬ 
nament at Cowbridge RFC ,and the Cowbridge fire station held a charity car wash. 

Sally, who was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2010, said: “I’m overwhelmed 
by the support we received. Everywhere you looked you could see shops and busi¬ 
nesses decorated in pink, it was overwhelming! 

““While it was a real party atmosphere it is important to remember the real rea¬ 
son why we did this. The money raised will make a huge difference to the lives of 
those affected by breast cancer. I’d like to say a big thank you to everyone.” 

Rachael Power, area fundraiser at Breast Cancer Care Cymru, said: “I speak 
on behalf of the entire organisation when I say a huge thank you to everyone who 
has helped to make the event such a success. ” 




The Pontyclun Rock Choir. 




RIGHT: Ruth Wignall and Jonathan Hill from ITV Wales. 






COMMUNITY NEWS 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 
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Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


ON Saturday, June 
16, the usual tea 
and chat started the 
day off in the 
church hall, with a 
visit from local MP 
Alun Cairns, and 
then everyone 
moved off to the 
carnival. 

St Brides Major Three 
Villages Carnival will 
live on in the memories 
of many! The day 
arrived with high winds 
and driving rain, and 
when the floats arrived 
at Rivermouth, Ogmore- 
by-Sea, it had eased a lit¬ 
tle as they travelled 
along the coastal road to 
St Brides Major, with 
villagers braving the ele¬ 
ments to line the pave¬ 
ments along the way. 

At the Green in Pant 
St Brides, the ‘walking’ 
procession of excited 
children all dressed up 
for the occasion, and the 
wonderful dogs with 
their carriages, made 
quite a spectacle. 

Arriving at the vic¬ 
arage field they were 
greeted by more vil¬ 
lagers, then on to the 
field full of tents and a 
huge marquee with lots 


of stalls. Inside the mar¬ 
quee, the choir gave a 
rendition, and also the 
Zumba group gave a 
demonstration. Face 
painting was an attrac¬ 
tion, and outside there 
was a tractor display and 
tug-of-war competition. 

A big thank you to the 
carnival committee for 
all the weeks of hard 
work and meetings to 
organise this superb 
event, and also to Chris 
Davies for the use of his 
Vicarage field. 

I was privileged to 
travel with others in the 
new safari trailer of 
Peter and Rosmond 
Davies of Slade (Pitcot 
Farm), which fortunately 
was covered and shield¬ 
ed us from the wind and 
rain (we travelled the 
route in style). 

A big thank you to 
Richard, who drove the 
enormous tractor and 
negotiated the difficult 
road bends with dexteri¬ 
ty (well done!). 

The ages of the people 
travelling in the trailer 
ranged from seven to 92 
years old - and all thor¬ 
oughly enjoyed the ride, 
with singing all the way! 
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Vale Healthcare 
at The Cowbridge 
& Western vSe 
Group Practice. 
Here to help. 



From 20iZ Vale Hraithcare is 
delisted to be offering onhopaec^ 
coredtadon appointrncits and 
physiotherapy treatment in The 
CoMbrIdge 6 V tes t c m Vble Group 
iVacttoe. Prwidng egiert tneetment and 
rapid access appointnrients. 
on yotr doorstep. 

For appointments, contact 
029 2083 6700 
www.vale-healthcare.coni 


• The Hospital 

• Cardiff Bay Clinic 
• Vftte Physiotherapy ainic 

• The Cowbridge 6 Western Vaie Group IVactlce 




Vale Healthcare 

<1 Nuffield Health 
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£120,000 


Picketston Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Cul De Sac Location 
Southerly Rear Garden 

Call Simon 01446 791963 



LIys Dewi, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 

Ideal Starter Home or Retired Couple 
Pleasant Rear Garden 





Heol Y Fro, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Ideal Starter Home 
View Today 

Caii Simon 01446 791963 


£128,500 



Gileston Road, Liantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms Plus Nursery 
View of the Fields 
Conservatory 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£137,950 



Pantycelyn Piace, St Athan 

3 Double Bedrooms 
Well Presented 
Family Home 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£139,950 


Rhoose 01446 711900 
Llantwit Major01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 

award winning 

estate agent Since 1989 

^OVERTON^GARSnOLCT 

£10 pw. 6 months rent in advance 

01446 791966 



£149,950 


Warlow Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 

Well Presented Family Home 
No Onward Chain 


Call Simon 01446 791963 



Trebeferad, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Well Presented 
Family Room 

Caii Simon 01446 791963 


£169,950 



Cardigan Crescent, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
3 Receptions 
Well Presented 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£184,950 



Leigh Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 

Extended and Refurbished 
No Onward Chain 

Caii Simon 01446 791963 


£189,950 



£199,950 


Voss Park Drive, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Recently Refurbished 
No Onward Chain 

Call Simon 01446 791963 



Cardigan Crescent, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Private Rear Garden 
No Onward Chain 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£215, 



Ceredwyn Cottage, Liantwit Major 

2 Double Bedrooms 
Renovated Throughout 
View Today 

Caii Simon 01446 791963 


£245,000 



Piot 2 Rock Road, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 
Recently Constructed 
Heart Of Village Location 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£325, 



Cherry Tree Cottage, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Grade II Listed 

Period Semi Detached Family Home 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£420, 




chris-davies.co.uk 
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LOCAL PRIMARY PUPILS 
COMPETE IN SCHOOLS 
GYMNASTICS ‘OLYMPICS’ 



Pupils were able to get close to an Olympic torch. 





LANDOW 



1 

*ni n* 
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• Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 

• Van MOT Preparation 

• Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 

Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Llandow Trading Estate, CF71 7PB 


LLANTWIT Major 
Comprehensive 
school held an 
Olympics themed 
inter-school compe¬ 
tition recently for 
pupils in local pri¬ 
mary schools in 
years 5 and 6. 

There were 45 young 
gymnasts and pupils 
from the comprehensive 
school helped to organ¬ 
ise and judge the compe¬ 
tition. All the gymnasts 
performed two floor rou¬ 
tines and two vaults (one 
voluntary and one set). 

The standard was 
extremely high. The 
winning boys’ team was 
St Illtyd’s, with a score 
of 147.8, with Rhoose 
coming in a close sec¬ 
ond. 

In the girls’ competi¬ 
tion, the results were 


reversed, with Rhoose 
coming first with 147 
and St Illtyd’s second. 

In the mixed section, 
St Athan were crowned 
winners. The overall 
winning team was 
Rhoose, with St Illtyd’s 
second, followed by 
Eagleswell and finally St 


Athan. 

All performances 
were of a very high stan¬ 
dard; the individuals 
who achieved the high¬ 
est score overall were, 
Kyle Cates and Evelyn 
Heis, both from Rhoose 
Primary School. 

SL 


EMILY IS STILL 
RIDING WINNERS 


EMILY Jones, who rode her first winner at 
the Glamorgan Hunt Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases on Come On Sonny back in 
1989, is still catching the judge's eye. 

A pundit for the racing channel At The Races, 
Emily recently won the 20,000 Euro HH Sheika 
Eatima Bint Mubarak World Ladies Championship 
in Germany and has qualified for the final to be 
held in Abu Dhabi in November. 

Emily has ridden winners on the fiat, over hur- 
dles,over jumps and also made a name for herself 
in the world of Arabian horse racing. 

BRIAN LEE 


Gym coach shows off 
her Olympic torch! 



VALE Gymnastics pupils had a 
special surprise when one of 
their coaches, Lorelei Westcott, 
brought her Olympic torch to 
the gym. 

Lorelei completed her section of 
the Olympic torchrRelay in Barry on 


May 26, with many of the pupils 
turning up to support her. 

All the children (and especially 
the parents) were clearly excited 
about having their turn to hold her 
Olympic torch and be photographed 
with it! 


Cavaliers under-9s 
win tournament 



Llantwit Major 
Cavaliers under-9s 
have won the 
Sunday cricket 
tournament at 
Barry Athletic, 
after going through 
undefeated. 

In beating Cardiff, 
Barry and Penarth in 
two consecutive weeks, 
all players played par¬ 
ticularly well and to 
pick out names would 
not do justice to a bril¬ 
liant team perform¬ 
ance. 

The Cardiff and 
Vale youth league nor¬ 
mally plays under-11 
games on a Monday 
evening, under-13 on a 
Tuesday evening, 
under-15 on a 
Thursday evening and 
under-9 tournaments 
on a number of 
Sunday mornings. 

The club also plays 
a senior midweek side 
and a Colts side on a 
Wednesday night in 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
Midweek League with 


the 1st and 2nd XI's 
playing in the South 
Wales Cricket 
Association on a 
Saturday and the 
Glamorgan and 
Monmouthshire 
League on a Sunday. 

DC 


THE table tennis 
club which operates 
at the Cwm Talwg 
Community Hall, 
Barry, will re-open 
on Wednesday, July 
11 at 6pm, following 
a summer recess. 
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GEM sport 


Could the test series whitewash 
pay dividends in the long-term? 


O N the eve of the third and 

final rugby test in Sydney on 
Saturday, caretaker Welsh 
coach Robert Howley mused: ‘We 

know what we have to do to beat 
Australia, but there is a difference 
between knowing how to win and 
achieving that aim,” 

Announcing just one change from the sec¬ 
ond test (on the replacements’ bench, where 
hooker Richard Hihhard, whose penalty 
giveaway on the stroke of full time was so 
costly in Melhourne, had made way for Ken 
Owens) Howley added: “77ie players can take 
some credit for the way they played for the 
large part of the match; but that will be scant 
consolation if they don’t come home with a win 
in the series.” 

His wry remarks were given added weight 
in the wake of yet another frustrating Welsh 
defeat, this time hy a single point, which 
completed the Wallahy tour whitewash and 
extended Australia’s dominance over the 
years to 24 wins in 35 matches since the two 
nations first clashed in 1908. 

As the young tourists flew home this week, 
they had justifiable cause to reflect that it 
could well have been Wales celebrating, not 
only their first victory on Australian soil for 
43 years, but even an historic test series of 
their own - such was the narrow margin 
between victory and defeat in all three see¬ 
saw matches - with the result literally in 
doubt right up to the final blast of the refer¬ 
ee’s whistle. 

First came an eight-point loss in the 27-19 
opener at Brisbane, when the Welsh team 
were “caught by surprise” and ultimately 
paid the price for a sluggish first quarter. 

This was followed by a two-point deficit 
(25-23) in Melbourne, when Wales naively 
failed to retain possession, instead kicking 
for position just before the final whistle. 

Finally, came the 20-19 heartbreak finale 
in Sydney, when they again let victory slide 
through their fingers, after 80 minutes of all- 
out endeavour, marred by lack of composure 
and careless indiscipline, which yielded a 
stream of penalties from the inconsistent, 
whistle-happy South African referee, Craig 
Joubert (more of him later). 

The stand-in coach had resisted calls for a 



BACK PAGE COMMENT by Don John 

LEFT: The 
pain of a 
one-point 
defeat in 
Sydney, and 
the loss of 
the series, 
could yet 
prove a spur 
to future 
success 
against the 
Tri nations 
giants. 

having to depart the field of play; and a drop 
goal attempt by outside half Rhys Priestland 
sailing far wide of the uprights. 

The second half followed a similar stop- 
start pattern to the first, thanks to the man 
in the middle with the metaphorical Number 
31 on his back; and Halfpenny had a chance 
to draw Wales level, after yet another penal¬ 
ty award at the scrum - but his long range 
attempt struck an upright and was cleared 
by the defence. 

Their relief did not last long, however - for 
on the hour, with the Welsh forwards batter¬ 
ing away at the hosts’ line, the again out¬ 
standing Ryan Jones, who earlier had to 
leave the field for blood repairs, plunged 
over for a deserved try under the posts, con¬ 
verted by Halfpenny to give Wales a 16-12 
lead. 

Almost immediately, as Wales lowered their 
guard, Australia clawed back a one-point 
lead with an unconverted try; but then 
Welsh scrum pressure told once more, to 
yield three more points for the boot of 
Halfpenny - and a slender 19-17 lead with 
just 10 minutes left on the clock. 

As in the previous test, though, Welsh lack 
of control at a critical juncture coughed up 
yet another punishing penalty, to edge 
Australia 20-19 in front, with time fast run¬ 
ning out. 

That was the signal for Wales to belatedly 
send on the sadly under-used James Hook, 
who made an immediate impact with a typi¬ 
cally instinctive chip-ahead and chase into 
space, easily outstripping defenders, but 



change in the Wales starting line-up to inject 
pace, particularly at half-back - giving a 
vote of confidence to a battling team that 
had, nevertheless, twice narrowly failed to 
prevail against a reshaped Australian side - 
which had seemed there for the taking at the 
start of the tour, particularly after its shock 
defeat to Scotland. 

What turned into rugby’s version of 
‘place-kick ping-pong’, began when Wales 
were penalised after less than four minutes 
and that scourge of the previous two tests, 
outside-half Derrick Barnes, slotted it over. 

Wales’ own ‘Mr Reliable’, Leigh 
Halfpenny, equalised with a penalty of his 
own, before Barnes landed a second penalty. 

Halfpenny promptly retaliated after the 
collapsing Wallaby scrum was penalised (a 
pattern that was endlessly repeated, without 
extreme sanction being applied by a 
bemused and bemusing Mr Joubert!) as 
prop Adam Jones & Co turned the screw on 
the hapless Australian front row. 

Unfortunately, lack of precision was again 
proving the Welsh Achilles heel, with han¬ 
dling errors at the restart and at the lineout 
creeping in, and the referee’s persistent whis¬ 
tle-blowing played an ever more deciding 
role in the outcome. 

The inevitable result? Two more penalties 
for Barnes and one for Halfpenny to make 
the halftime score 12-9 to the hosts. 

In between, came a wonderful breakaway 
move out of defence from Wales, which sadly 
ended with centre Jonathan Davies being iso¬ 
lated; concussed skipper, Sam Warburton, 


unluckily seeing the ball bounce into touch 
with the undefended line at his mercy. 

It was to be Wales’ last throw of the dice, 
as the final whistle signalled the end of a 
match (and a series) that the Grand Slam 
champions know was not so much won by a 
vastly superior, southern hemisphere side, as 
turned on frustrating flaws in their own 
game, which hopefully, can be ironed out by 
experience. 

While talk of ‘learning curves’ and ‘lessons 
to be learned’ is now becoming tediously 
repetitive, it is also true to say that this fast- 
developing young Welsh squad have time on 
their side still, as they build towards Warren 
Gatland’s main goal - the next Rugby 
World Cup - and other prime target mile¬ 
stones along the way. 

More immediately, it will be fascinating to 
see if the painful experience of narrow, last- 
gasp defeats in three tests against a team, 
that after all, is ranked second in the world, 
can translate into a winning streak when the 
two hemispheres next clash in the autumn 
internationals at the Millennium Stadium in 
Cardiff. 

The fact that this prospect can even be con¬ 
templated, is testament to the remarkable 
strides made in the four short years since head 
coach Warren Gatland took over the helm of a 
national team that was once the laughing 
stock of world rugby. 

It is something the critics would do well not 
to forget. 
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Great start to 
cricket season 

COWBRIDGE year-7 cricket team played 
their first match of the season against St 
John’s College recently. 

Cowbridge won the toss and put St John’s in to 
bat. The innings was slow to start, with two maiden 
overs from Rhys Bradshaw and loan Grijfiths. 

Then the breakthrough came, with Rhys taking the 
first wicket with a Ibw. 

The second wicket came five overs later, with Tom 
Jose running out the batsman with an excellent 
throw. 

At the end of the innings, St Johns College had 
scored 75 for seven, with Rhys, Tom, Angus James, 
loan Lewis and Jake Grijfiths all taking one wicket, 
and with Bevan Howells taking two. 

Rhys and Bevan then opened the batting, but with¬ 
in two balls, Bevan was out. Rhys stole the show and 
declared after scoring 36 runs; a fantastic batting 
performance, and Cowbridge won the game with 
four overs to spare. 

Tom scored one run, Jake scored six. Josh Lloyd- 
Doyle scored four, Angus also scored four, with loan 
Lewis scoring two and Pradeep Nadig scoring one 
run. 

Dan Marshall, Cameron Burgess and Dylan 
Lloyd-Doyle also played very well. 

Player of the match was Rhys Bradshaw. 



Cowbridge lady bowlers’ 
easy win over Porthcawl 


COWBRIDGE men 
bowlers played their two 
matches this week, but had 
to play both in the rain. 

On the Wednesday in the 
Munro Cup, away at Penarth 
Belle Vue, they lost on all four 
rinks by 52-81. 

There were two close games 
on skip Dennis Snelling’s rink 
of Terry Dunsworth, Bryan 
Hole and Alan Wallace, going 
into the last end all square at 
14-14. 

They lost two shots on the 
last end to lose 14-16. 

Skip Byron Richards’ rink of 
Clive Pritchard, Mick Davey 
and Ron Woolford, were in a 
close game, only losing 12-15. 

On the other two rinks, skip 
Len Taylor’s lost 9-25, after los¬ 
ing by 0-20. 

On Peter Launder’s rink. 


they were winning 16-10, but 
lost 17-25. 

On Saturday in the their 
league game away to Grange, 
again playing in the rain, they 
lost 57-109, but managed to win 
on one rink to get two valuable 
points. 

The winning rink was skip 
Byron Richards’ of Terry 
Dunsworth, Ron Woolford and 
David Jones, by 21-10. 

The losing rinks were Dennis 
Snelling 21-26; Mike Bradley’s 
6-38 and Roger Barwick’s 9-35. 

The ladies played two of 
their three matches, with the 
league game at Llantwit Major 
for the second time being can¬ 
celled by rain. 

In their Rose Bowl match 
away to Whitchurch Hospital, 
they lost 23-40. 

The rink of Diane Purnell, 
Carol Davies, Jan Lewis and 


Joy Woolford lost 7-22. 

The rink of Lynda Wilson, 
Sylvia Hole, Dorothy Pritchard 
and Pat Holdsworth only just 
lost by 16-18. 

In the CCS at home to 
Porthcawl Ladies, they won 85- 
24. 

Glenys Davies, Phyllis Price, 
Sue Flower and skip Kay 
Edwards won 21-10. 

Diane Purnell, Barbara 
Slade, Pat Davey and skip Pat 
Holdsworth won 30-6, and on 
skip Helena Snelling’s rink of 
Shirley Wilkinson, Thelma 
Jones and Joan Bradley, they 
won 34-8. 

The coaching of Y Bont Faen 
Primary School on Friday 
morning was cancelled because 
of - wait for it - wind and rain. 
What a summer we are having! 

NJW 
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‘The Show 



must go on!’ 

Heavy rain 
fails to dampen 
Fayre Day 


At the fayre day, Lola and Carrianne Pike made a family gift presentation 
of £300 to Byron and Liz Evans of Llantwit Major First Responders, and 
the local Responders ’ supporter for many years. Vale AM Jane Hutt. 


Have a good night out 
while supporting the success of 
Vale EISTEDDFOD 2012. 

This prestigious Welsh cultural event will 
he bringing 1,000’s of people to the Vale, 
providing a truly great opportunity to 
benefit and promote the area. 

Enjoy ‘A taste of Wales’. 
Fundraising 6 Course Dinner, 
Saturday 7th July, 7.30pm. 


'wsc ncxise 
couKcxy txTccn 


lx 


A welcome glass of Patagonia Wine 
Hundred Year Poached Egg with Wye 
Valley Asparagus 
Taste of The Severn 
Elderjlower Champagne Sorbet 
Beef, caramelised red Cabbage, with a 
bone marrow custard & wild garlic Jus 
Local Honey Pannacotta and Penderyn 
infused Raspberries 
Collection of Welsh Cheeses 
Tea or Coffee 

(Vegetarian alternative available on pre request) 

£40.00 per person 

PLUS an auction on the night 

for two sought after tickets 
for the centre aisle at the 
Eisteddfod concert featuring; 

Only Men Aloud, 

Only Boys Aloud, 

Only Vale Kids Aloud 

^ We look forward to your valued support ^ 


To book your table contact: 

01446 792406 

Email: enq@westhouse-hotel.co.uk 
Web: westhouse-hotel.co.uk 


Report by 

TIM 

CHAPMAN 

THE Llantwit 
Major Fayre Day 
was in jeopardy 
until just a couple 
of days before the 
event - due to the 
excessive rain of 
last week, but went 
ahead successfully 
on Saturday, June 
23. 

Organised every other 
year by Llantwit Major 
and Cowbridge Lions 
Club, it was the fourth 
time the fayre day has 
taken place in the town. 

Byron Evans, of the 
Lions, told The GEM: 
“On Thursday, we were 
wondering whether it 
could go ahead, because 
the weather had been so 
foul, but in the end, 
decided that in the best 
tradition of showbiz 'ihe 
show must go on 

“We’d like to thank 
the rugby club for being 
so helpful on the day. 
Part of the field was 
waterlogged, so we had 
to use part of the car 
park for stalls - there 
was a little traffic chaos, 
but in the end, we man¬ 
aged to pacify most of 
the people. 

“Fd like to apologize 
to anyone who was 
inconvenienced.” 
(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 4) 


‘We all love Llantwit’s community fayre’ 



These young ones were 
all having a great time 
at the fayre day. 
(See story on left). 
Photo by Andy Wicks. 


Reunion joy for 
Joy and Gill... 


‘THANK YOU, 
Llantwit and thank 
you, The GEM!^ 
That was the mes¬ 
sage of two sisters 
from Australia who 
invited people in 
the town to a 
reunion at the 
King’s Head last 
Saturday night, 
June 23. 

Joy Green (68) and 
her sister Gill Wicks 
(64) whose maiden 
name was White, emi¬ 
grated to Australia in 
the 1970s, but are back 
home in Wales for an 
extended holiday. 

Last week they 
issued an appeal in The 
GEM because they 
were keen to meet up 
with friends they knew 
in the forties, fifties or 
sixties. 

The sisters had first 
lived at Stallcourt 
Avenue and later 
Boverton before emi¬ 
grating. 

Gill said: “Thank you 
to the people of 
Llantwit for responding, 
and to The GEM for 
publishing our appeal - 
it was unbelievable, 
more than 20 people 
turned up. 

“We met Elaine, who 
lived with her parents in 
the shop next door to us 
in Boverton.” 

Joy said: “The 
evening went so well, 
we’re meeting up again 
with some people later 
today (Monday).” 

Joy was thrilled to 
meet old friends 
Rosemary, Joyce and 
Janice. 

Gill said: “We also 
met John, someone 


we’d known at the 
Boverton Castle all 
those years ago.” 

Joy’s husband Mike 
added: “We’d like to 
thank the King’s Head, 
because they were even 
kind enough to set aside 


some tables for us all 
and provide snacks.” 

The family will 
return to their home in 
Darwin, Australia, next 
weekend. 

TIM CHAPMAN 



Gill and Joy say the response to their reunion 
appeal last week was simply ‘unbelievable’. 
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Beauty & Tanning Salon 

brings you weight loss opportunities 


SPEGALS 


to miss! 


NEARLY ^ 

BIRD SPECIALS 
Course Meal only 
£7.95 per person 

Available every week - 
Mon.Tues &Thurs ^30 - 7.00pm. 
Offer includes FREE glass of house 
wine/soft drink, dine in only. 

SUNDAY BUFFET 

Service from 12 noon - 11 pm weekly, 
only £7.95, Children £4.95 

ALL YOU CAN EAT! 

Children under 6 EAT FREE . 

normal menu also available) i 

WEDNESDAY / 

ALL EVENING 

5 Course Meal £8.95 
5.30pm - I Ipm 

2 COURSE LUNCH 

(Mon - Sat 
l2-2.30pm) 

£4.95 Takeaway 
■ £6.95 Eat in 


If- 


70 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
01446 771682/774590 

NOW OPEN: Mon-Sat 12 noon-2.30pm; 
Sunday Buffet 12 noon - 11 pm; 

Open 7 days a week 5.30-11.30pm 
including Bank Holidays 
i"*** Food Hygiene - Scores on the doors 


aniapRii .ly 


Key benefits: 

Burn fat ’ 

Tone & tighten skin | T 

Lose weight ^ J . ' 
Reduce cellulite ^ T, 

Build muscle tone ' 1 

Reduce back & joint pain ^ ^ 

Decrease blood pressure , g x 
Increase bone density, 
flexibility, circulation, 

& lymphatic drainage, y-. 

balance & co-ordination, "4 

& a sense of well being^gg^x^^^j^'^ 

All this can be achieved ] 
by 30-40 minutes 
per week on j ^ 

Call us to find out more 

Tel: 01446 796883 

East Street, Llantwit Major CF61 IXY 

Email: sunkissedllantwit@hotmail.co.uk 

www.sunkissedbeautyandtanning.co.uk 
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OLYMPIC TORCH LIGHTS 
UP JUBILEE TEA DANCE 



Full programme 
for the Ageing 
Well members 


PICTURED: Pauline Eastment, Jane Hutt AM, Michelle, leader of St 
Athan Brownies, Eleri, manager of The Gathering Place, Rev Peter Taylor, 
minister at The Gathering Place with St Athan Brownies. 


THE Jubilee tea dance at The 
Gathering Place, St Athan on 
June 9 was a huge success as 
couples danced the afternoon 
away, followed by sandwiches, 
cakes, strawberries and cream. 

Jane Hutt AM popped in to sup¬ 
port the event and stayed for most of 
the afternoon. 

The St Athan Brownies helped 
decorate the hall with balloons and 
bunting and then served tea at the 


tables, and cleared up afterwards. 

They were such a huge help and 
gained their ‘hostess badge’for all 
their hard work. 

Also, there was a surprise visit 
from Pauline, the local post lady, 
who turned up, appropriately dressed 
and clutching her Olympic torch. 

Pauline ran with the torch in 
Barry a few weeks ago. For details 
about the St Athan Brownies, con¬ 
tact Michelle on 01446 754303. 

ELERI JONES 


Wick’s Bethan lands a 
top volunteer award. 



MEMBERS of Age 
Concern’s Ageing 
Well Club, 

Llantwit Major, 
have enjoyed an 
action-packed 
June. 

It began with Lind’s 
Zumba Gold dance 
exercise followed by a 
talk on housing benefits 
from Natalie. Rob’s Qi 
Gong class was so pop¬ 
ular that Rob was 
bought back by popular 
demand. 

Qi Gong and Zumba 
are now firmly part of 
the Ageing Well Club. 
On a serious note, Matt 
from the Alzheimer’s 
Society gave an enlight¬ 
ening insight into 
dementia and the work 
of the Alzheimer’s 
Society. 

The end of the month 
is Lunch Club, a popu¬ 
lar and enjoyable repast 
at Boverton Castle. 

It would, of course, 
be remiss not to men¬ 
tion the delightful 
Ageing Well Club 
Choir Octavia. The 
choir is made up from 
Ageing Well Club 
members. 

Diary dates: 

July 3: Talk and 
demonstration by 


Patricia Mears on 
mixed media art and 
craft; 

July 10: Chance to 
loosen up with Linda’s 
Zumba Gold and enjoy 
the Latin experience. 
Zumba is followed by a 
talk by the Red Cross; 

July 17: Exercise the 
little grey cells with a 
‘Chris Quiz’, game or 
DVD? Following the 
quiz, John Greenwood 
gives a talk on the 
humorous side of funer¬ 
als - ‘Funeral Fun’; 

July 24: Mixed 
media art and craft with 
Patricia Mears in a two- 
hour workshop; 

July 31: Qi Gong 
with Rob. 

The Ageing Well 
Club meets every 
Tuesday from 10.15am- 
12.30pm in the Llantwit 
Major Leisure Centre. 
New members and visi¬ 
tors welcome. 

Octavia practice 
every week as part of 
Age Concern’s Ageing 
Well Club Llantwit 
Major. 


AFTER giving so 
much to the rural Vale 
community, it was 
time for 16-year-old 
volunteer Bethan 
McAuley to enjoy 
some well-earned 
praise and a moment 
in the spotlight, after 
winning a prestigious 
national award from 
the Wales Council for 
Voluntary Action 
(WCVA). 

“Prolific volunteer” 
Bethan, who lives in 
Cowbridge, was a wor¬ 
thy winner in the young 
person category of the 
Wales Volunteer of the 
Year Awards 2012 on 
June 12. 

The awards were 
given out at Cardiff 
Castle by BBC Wales 
TV and radio personality 
Frank Hennessy. 

After moving to 
Wick, Bethan found the 


transition from town to 
country life a challenge. 

A lack of services for 
young people in the area 
prompted her to become 
a mentor for others fol¬ 
lowing in her footsteps, 
helping them to inte¬ 
grate. 

She trained as a youth 
leader and volunteers at 
her local youth club, 
running events and 
activities. She is a 
young fire fighter at the 
local fire station, a vol¬ 
unteer inspector of youth 
groups across the Vale, 
has qualified as a Young 
Leader, is 

Secretary/Treasurer of 
the Vale Youth Forum, 
and has completed more 
than 200 hours of volun¬ 
teering as a Millennium 
volunteer. 

“Bethan is an out¬ 
standing role model for 
other young people, set¬ 


ting an excellent exam¬ 
ple for them to follow,” 
said nominator Conway 
Hawkins, the senior 
youth worker at Wick 
Youth Club. 

“At the youth club, 
she is an inspiration - 
and local youth leaders 
often joke that they 
don’t need to be there at 
all, as she can run it on 
her own. The club and 
the wider community 
would be a poorer place 
without her and her 
many voluntary efforts 
are more than worthy of 
recognition.” 

Bethan said: “After 
two years of doing 
something I enjoy, win¬ 
ning the Volunteer of the 
Year Award is something 
I never thought would 
happen, and I’m so sur¬ 
prised that I have.” 


CHRIS 

COLLINS 


Your local quality care home 


Milsom House 

Residential & Nursing Home 

• St Athan • 

Manager Gillian Allison 

Telephone 01446 750166 


Why Wilf has a 
special reason to 
remember D-Day 





ABOVE: Wilf Evans 
with the photographs 
he took in 1984. 



Major John Howard, pictured in 1984, 
at the Pegasus Bridge. 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


RECENT media 
articles about the 
anniversary of D- 
Day prompted one 
Llantwit Major 
man to contact The 
GEM about a 
remarkable coinci¬ 
dence that hap¬ 
pened to him 28 
years ago. 

Wilf Evans was a 
young man working on 
the railways in Cardiff, 
and as such was in a 
reserved occupation. 
Nevertheless, he has 
strong memories of D- 
Day. 

He told The GEM: 
"My wife Mary and I 
were married on June 
5, 1944, in St Mary's 
Church in Whitchurch, 
and then we left for a 
short honeymoon in 
Cardigan. 

“When we arrived at 
the hotel, we were sur¬ 
prised to see so many 
officers there. They all 
seemed very tense. 
Then, the following 
morning there was 
great excitement, 
because the Allied 
Forces were landing in 
Normandy.” 

Wilf and Mary had 
booked into a hotel 
that was a centre for 
part of the planning of 
D-Day. 

They later found out 
that bad weather had 
delayed it by one day, 
otherwise it would 
have taken place on 
their wedding day. 

The coincidence 
took place on their 40th 
wedding anniversary. 
Wilf explained: “We 
had gone to Normandy 
to look at the sites of 
the D-Day landings. 

“We had lost our 
way a little, and then 
Mary saw a signpost to 
the Pegasus Bridge’. 

“I realised the signif¬ 
icance, because captur¬ 
ing that bridge had 
been vital to the suc¬ 
cess of the landings.” 

When they reached 
the bridge, there was a 
plaque saying that it 
had been the very first 
to be captured. 

It was taken by a 
force of I8I men. 



ABOVE: The Pegasus Bridge. 


under the command of 
Major John Howard, 
and while Wilf and 
Mary were looking at 
the plaque, a coach 
pulled up. 

Wilf said: “The 
courier asked the peo¬ 
ple who got out, to 
form a circle on the 
banks of the river, and 
then he introduced a 
gentleman who stepped 
into the circle. It was 
none other than Major 
John Howard!” 

Wilf continued: 
“Major Howard 
explained that the 
troops had been 
brought over in gliders 
towed by aircraft, and 
had parachuted near 
the bridge. 

“Major Howard said 
that, in his opinion. 


great bravery had been 
shown during the 
action, and VCs should 
have been awarded. 

“He said that one 
glider pilot, after the 
soldiers had parachut¬ 
ed out, saw a gun 
emplacement was caus¬ 
ing a great deal of trou¬ 
ble, so he went into a 
steep dive, knocking it 
out, but losing his life 
in the process.” 

Wilf added: “There 
was a further coinci¬ 
dence, because another 
gentleman, standing 
just outside the circle, 
was introduced. 

“He was the German 
officer who had been in 
command of the 
Panzer division trying 
to halt Major 
Howard’s men.” 


Readers 

I WOULD like to 
thank readers of 
The GEM who 
supported our cof¬ 
fee morning in aid 
of Llanfair Primary 
School’s centenary 
appeal. 

It was lovely to see so 
many past pupils, who 


thanked 

brought along photo¬ 
graphs and shared stories 
with year-6 children. 

We are now looking 
forward to our centenary 
garden party on 
Saturday, July 7 at 2pm 
when all are welcome. 
Mary Llewellyn, St 
Hilary, 

Governor, Llanfair 
Primary School. 
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Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your homel 
Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 


DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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Reward for more than 50 years in game 


Gwyn is honoured for 
life-time contribution 
to local Welsh football 


Bonsai exhibition raises 
funds for the Eisteddfod 

PHOTOGRAPHS by 
ANDY WICKS 
(Telephone 07855 374478) 


A popular servant 
of football in the 
Vale has been hon¬ 
oured by the South 
Wales Football 
Association for his 
50-year plus contri¬ 
bution to the game. 

Gwyn John is well 
known in the area as a 
councillor, but to people 
in the footballing frater¬ 
nity, he is even better 
known in the variety of 
roles he has fulfilled in 
the sport. 

Gwyn, who has lived 
in Llantwit Major all his 
life, told The GEM: 

“Fve been part of local 
football for more than 50 
years - as a player, 
administrator, manager 
and coach. 

“Fve got involved in 
all aspects of the game 
from coaching and 
administration, to 
ground inspections and 
cleaning the changing 
rooms!” 

It may seem amazing 
today, but in the early 
sixties there wasn’t a 


REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 



Gwyn John - honoured for 
services to Welsh football. 

local football club for the fact that he and some Wales who have made a 
youngsters in Llantwit to friends carried some 


His certificate, which 
was endorsed by Wales 
legend Ian Rush, is part 
of the ‘Welsh 
Community Football 
Awards’, sponsored by 
McDonalds. 

He has been secretary 
of Llantwit Major Junior 
Football Club for a num¬ 
ber of years, but will 
relinquish the role short¬ 
ly- 

He said: “I hand over 
the reins to Simon 
Clancy, the new secre¬ 
tary, on July 6.” 

However, local foot¬ 
ball is in his blood and 
he will remain a lifetime 
member of Llantwit 
Major AFC. 

Gwyn was nominated 
for the award by local 
football managers, 
including Mark Beattie, 
and goes forward to a 
national event in Cardiff 
in the autumn - recog¬ 
nising people across 



ABOVE: Ron Thorne also exhibited 
at the Llantonian Hall. 


join. 

Gwyn’s love of the 
game was illustrated by 


VW Golf is 
vandalised 

Police in Llantwit Major are appealing for 
information after a vehicle was vandalised 
while parked at the local train station. 

The silver VW Golf was damaged sometime 
between 10pm on Friday, June 22 and 9am on 
Saturday, June 23. 

The damage included scratched obscenities in the 
paintwork, dented bodywork and damage to a wing 
mirror. 

Anyone with information is asked to contact 
Llantwit Major police on 101 or Crimestoppers on 
0500 555 111. 


goalposts all the way 
from Trebeferad, where 
they were unused, to the 
recreation ground in 
Llantwit. 


big contribution to the 
grassroots of the game. 

People aware of 
Gwyn’s inexhaustible 
energy will know that 
his enthusiasm for Welsh 


‘We carried one in the football, whether local 
morning and one in the or national, will continue 



ABOVE: Don Knight with one of his 
many bonsai trees. 


afternoon,” Gwyn 
recalled. 

Along with the late 
Bert Pickford, who 
became chairman, and 
the late Eric Hobbs, who 
became secretary, a new 
club was formed. 

For Gwyn the pleas¬ 
ures of football are the 
camaraderie of the 
game, helping to nurture 
local sporting talent, and 
seeing youngsters devel¬ 
op into mature adults. 


for many years to come. 


ABOVE: Mervyn Powell 
with his exhibits. 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
(PUBLIC FOOTPATH No. 6 COWBRIDGE) 
(TEMPORARY CLOSURE) ORDER 2012 

On the 28th June 2012 the Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of its pow¬ 
ers under Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as amend¬ 
ed), made an Order the general effect of which is as described in the sched¬ 
ules below: 

The Order will come into force on 9th July 2012 and will be known as "The 
Vale of Glamorgan Council (Public Footpath No 6 Cowbridge) (Temporary 
Closure) Order 2012. 

If you wish to question the validity of the Order or any provisions contained 
therein 

on the grounds that they are not within the powers conferred by the above 
Act or on the grounds that any requirement of the same or that any instru¬ 
ment made under it has not been complied with in relation to the Order, you 
may within six weeks from the 9th July 2012 apply to the High Court for this 
purpose 

SCHEDULE 1 

1. No person shall proceed on foot in the location specified in Schedule 2 
below. 

SCHEDULE 2 

Location The section of footpath that extends between High Street and 
Poplar Park, Cowbridge. (This footpath is known as Cowbridge 
number 6). 

Alt. Route The diversion for this closure shall be via High Street, Church 
Street and along the footpath know as Llanblethian number 44 
into Poplar Park, and visa-versa. 

Reason This closure is required in order to maintain public safety while 
construction work takes place on adjacent land, the site of the 
former garden centre. 

Duration From 9.00am on Monday 9th July 2012, for a maximum period 
of six months or completion of works, whichever is earlier 

Signing: Appropriate temporary signing will indicate the 

alternative route. 

Dated this 28th day of June 2012 

M. Punter, — 

Head of Visible Services -f . ' 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, The Alps, 

Wenvoe. CF5 6AA. 


Fayre day sees 
‘roaring trade’ 


(CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 1) 

Fortunately, at Sam 
on Saturday morning 
it was dry, and by 
11am, the fayre was in 
full swing. 

This year, the fayre, 
which was opened by 
local MPAlun Cairns, 
was more spread out 
than in the past 
because of the water¬ 
logged areas of the 
field. 

Byron said: 
“Everyone made the 
best of things. 
Although it wasn’t hot 
and sunny and picnic 
weather, the rain held 
off until the end of the 
day when people were 
packing up.” 

Ed Risby, the DJ 
for the day, kept up 
constant banter and 
people enjoyed the 
stalls and competi¬ 
tions - particularly 
the melon -ating one! 
Byron’s son Daniel is 
the new ‘melon-eating 
champion’. 

The famous Lions’ 
‘Ring-a-BelF was very 
popular, as was ‘The 
Can Smash’. ‘The 
Bonny Baby’ competi¬ 
tion attracted a high 
standard of entrants, 
too. 

Fun races took 
place in the afternoon 
and attracted ener¬ 
getic competitors of 
all ages. 

The Lions’ barbe¬ 


cue did a roaring 
trade all day and sold 
out completely by the 
end. 

The scarecrow com¬ 
petition attracted 
seven entries and was 
won by Wick Young 
Farmers. 

Byron said: “A 
number of local 
organisations - Major 
Music, the Tae Kwon 
Do Club, Stagedoor, 
and a group from St 
Donat’s - put on great 
performances or dis¬ 
plays. 

“We’d also like peo¬ 
ple to provide us with 
feedback as to what 
they would like to see 
at future fayre days.” 

A number of stall¬ 
holders have been in 
contact with the 
Lions since the fayre, 
congratulating them 
on managing to put 
the event on in diffi¬ 
cult circumstances. 

LOLA 

The fayre was the 
ideal opportunity for a 
special presentation. 

Byron Evans is a 
member of Llantwit 
Major First 
Responders who have 
helped to save the life 
of a local three-year- 
old girl on a number 
of occasions. 

Lola Pike suffers 
from SVT, supraven¬ 
tricular tachycardia. 
During the first year 
of her life she was 


very poorly and 
stopped breathing a 
number of times, 
causing her mum 
Carianne a lot of dis¬ 
tress. 

Byron and his wife 
Liz saved Lola’s life 
on six occasions with 
on-the-spot resuscita¬ 
tions, before getting 
her into hospital. 

Lola’s family was 
keen to say a big 
‘thank you’ to the 
First Responders, and 
raised £300 for the 
Responders for the 
fantastic service vol¬ 
unteers give the com¬ 
munity. 

Byron explained: 
“The gift will allow us 
to purchase ‘Lola 
bears’, so that when 
when we go out to 
children, we can given 
them something to 
calm them down. 

“We can also ‘give 
oxygen’ to the bear in 
preparation to treat¬ 
ing the child. The 
bears will have the 
name Lola on their t- 
shirts.” 


RECENTLY, The 
Mayor of Llantwit 
Major, Conn Ann 
Matthews, and her 
consort, put on an 
exhibition of bonsai 
trees in the 
Llantonian Hall to 
raise funds for the 
National Eisteddfod 
in Llandow. 

They were joined by 
two fellow bonsai club 
members, Ron Thome 
and Mervyn Powell, 
who exhibited some of 
their own trees. 

Locals who were 
unable to go missed a 
huge variety of trees, as 
Don Knight explained to 
The GEM: “Bonsai 
means ‘tree in a pot’, so 
it meant we had on dis¬ 
play examples of trees 


from around the UK and 
Europe.” 

Anyone thinking of 
the tiny examples of 
Japanese trees that 
spring to mind would be 
amazed at the variety, 
with examples of 
maples, crab apples, 
oaks, and elms, to name 
just a few. 

Don added: “After 
Dutch Elm disease swept 
through Britain, there 
are very few examples 
of that tree around, so 
bonsai examples of the 
elm are important.” 

Coun Ann Matthews 
said: “The exhibition 
raised £120 which will 
go to Ros Lewis and her 
team who are fundrais¬ 
ing for the National 
Eisteddfod in August in 
the Vale.” 


A ‘tour' of the 
Heritage Coast 


AT the June meet¬ 
ing of Boverton 
WI, Joan Davies, 
president, intro¬ 
duced Belinda 
Ashong, a warden 
from the Heritage 
coast, who gave a 
fascinating talk on 
her work. 

She explained that the 
actual Heritage Coast 
mns from Aberthaw to 
Newton Point and is 
quite unique in that it 
doesn’t include any 
National Tmst or 
National Park land. 

Wardens lead groups 
of walkers, in addition 
to their work creating 
and maintaining paths, 
gates, styles and fences 
etc. 

A large part of their 
work is also creating 
and maintaining the nat¬ 
ural environment, to 
encourage native plants 
and wild life. 

For example. Chuffs 
have returned, after dis¬ 
appearing for many 
years, and there is an 
abundance of native 


flora to be found. 

After the talk, mem¬ 
bers were treated to 
Jubilee cupcakes made 
by Janine of Sugar and 
Lace in Llantwit Major. 

A real boost to our 
Jubilee celebrations was 
a letter and thank you 
card from the Queen for 
the beautiful handmade 
card, which Joyce 
Bruton had made for the 
WI competition. Well 
done, Joyce! 

On Saturday, we fin¬ 
ished our celebrations 
with an outing to 
Windsor and a boat trip 
down the Thames. 
Despite the weather, we 
had a really good day. 

Jean Marr, Wendy 
Jackson, Dorothy Davy, 
and Linda Liscombe 
won the raffles this 
month. 

The next meeting is 
on July 12, when Jan 
Price will talk about 
being a performance 
poet. Visitors and new 
members always wel¬ 
come. 

AC 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

Ilantwit-major-today. co. uk 
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LIONS’ FAYRE DAY BEATS WEATHER 
TO ENTERTAIN THE COMMUNITY 



THANKS to Llantwit Major and 
Cowbridge Lions Club, the fayre day which 
takes place every two years in Llantwit 
went ahead - despite the excessive rain of 
the last few weeks. 

It was the ideal opportunity for both sport¬ 
ing, charity and cultural organisations to show¬ 
case what they have to offer to the local com¬ 
munity. 

The stalls and entertainments had to be 
spaced out a little more than usual because 
parts of the field at the rugby club have been 
waterlogged. 

As you can see from Andy Wicks’ images of 
the day, a great time was enjoyed by all, partic¬ 
ularly (see far right) the melon eating contest¬ 
ants. 


Photographs by 

ANDY WICKS 

Tel: 07855 374478 


RIGHT: 
Heads down for 
Llantwit Major’s 
celebrated 
melon eating 
competition. 
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GEM sport 


Could the test series whitewash 
pay dividends in the long-term? 


O N the eve of the third and 

final rugby test in Sydney on 
Saturday, caretaker Welsh 
coach Robert Howley mused: ‘We 

know what we have to do to beat 
Australia, but there is a difference 
between knowing how to win and 
achieving that aim,” 

Announcing just one change from the sec¬ 
ond test (on the replacements’ bench, where 
hooker Richard Hihhard, whose penalty 
giveaway on the stroke of full time was so 
costly in Melhourne, had made way for Ken 
Owens) Howley added: “77ze players can take 
some credit for the way they played for the 
large part of the match; but that will be scant 
consolation if they don’t come home with a win 
in the series.” 

His wry remarks were given added weight 
in the wake of yet another frustrating Welsh 
defeat, this time hy a single point, which 
completed the Wallahy tour whitewash and 
extended Australia’s dominance over the 
years to 24 wins in 35 matches since the two 
nations first clashed in 1908. 

As the young tourists flew home this week, 
they had justifiable cause to reflect that it 
could well have been Wales celebrating, not 
only their first victory on Australian soil for 
43 years, but even an historic test series of 
their own - such was the narrow margin 
between victory and defeat in all three see¬ 
saw matches - with the result literally in 
doubt right up to the final blast of the refer¬ 
ee’s whistle. 

First came an eight-point loss in the 27-19 
opener at Brisbane, when the Welsh team 
were “caught by surprise” and ultimately 
paid the price for a sluggish first quarter. 

This was followed by a two-point deficit 
(25-23) in Melbourne, when Wales naively 
failed to retain possession, instead kicking 
for position just before the final whistle. 

Finally, came the 20-19 heartbreak finale 
in Sydney, when they again let victory slide 
through their fingers, after 80 minutes of all- 
out endeavour, marred by lack of composure 
and careless indiscipline, which yielded a 
stream of penalties from the inconsistent, 
whistle-happy South African referee, Craig 
Joubert (more of him later). 

The stand-in coach had resisted calls for a 



BACK PAGE COMMENT by Don John 

LEFT: The 
pain of a 
one-point 
defeat in 
Sydney, and 
the loss of 
the series, 
could yet 
prove a spur 
to future 
success 
against the 
Tri nations 
giants. 

having to depart the field of play; and a drop 
goal attempt by outside half Rhys Priestland 
sailing far wide of the uprights. 

The second half followed a similar stop- 
start pattern to the first, thanks to the man 
in the middle with the metaphorical Number 
31 on his back; and Halfpenny had a chance 
to draw Wales level, after yet another penalty 
award at the scrum - but his long range 
attempt struck an upright and was cleared 
by the defence. 

Their relief did not last long, however - for 
on the hour, with the Welsh forwards batter¬ 
ing away at the hosts’ line, the again out¬ 
standing Ryan Jones, who earlier had to 
leave the field for blood repairs, plunged 
over for a deserved try under the posts, con¬ 
verted by Halfpenny to give Wales a 16-12 
lead. 

Almost immediately, as Wales lowered their 
guard, Australia clawed back a one-point 
lead with an unconverted try; but then Welsh 
scrum pressure told once more, to yield three 
more points for the boot of Halfpenny - and 
a slender 19-17 lead with just 10 minutes left 
on the clock. 

As in the previous test, though, Welsh lack 
of control at a critical juncture coughed up 
yet another punishing penalty, to edge 
Australia 20-19 in front, with time fast run¬ 
ning out. 

That was the signal for Wales to belatedly 
send on the sadly under-used James Hook, 
who made an immediate impact with a typi¬ 
cally instinctive chip-ahead and chase into 
space, easily outstripping defenders, but 



change in the Wales starting line-up to inject 
pace, particularly at half-back - giving a vote 
of confidence to a battling team that had, 
nevertheless, twice narrowly failed to prevail 
against a reshaped Australian side - which 
had seemed there for the taking at the start 
of the tour, particularly after its shock defeat 
to Scotland. 

What turned into rugby’s version of ‘place- 
kick ping-pong’, began when Wales were 
penalised after less than four minutes and 
that scourge of the previous two tests, out- 
side-half Derrick Barnes, slotted it over. 

Wales’ own ‘Mr Reliable’, Leigh 
Halfpenny, equalised with a penalty of his 
own, before Barnes landed a second penalty. 

Halfpenny promptly retaliated after the 
collapsing Wallaby scrum was penalised (a 
pattern that was endlessly repeated, without 
extreme sanction being applied by a bemused 
and bemusing Mr Joubert!) as prop Adam 
Jones & Co turned the screw on the hapless 
Australian front row. 

Unfortunately, lack of precision was again 
proving the Welsh Achilles heel, with han¬ 
dling errors at the restart and at the lineout 
creeping in, and the referee’s persistent whis¬ 
tle-blowing played an ever more deciding 
role in the outcome. 

The inevitable result? Two more penalties 
for Barnes and one for Halfpenny to make 
the halftime score 12-9 to the hosts. 

In between, came a wonderful breakaway 
move out of defence from Wales, which sadly 
ended with centre Jonathan Davies being iso¬ 
lated; concussed skipper, Sam Warburton, 


unluckily seeing the ball bounce into touch 
with the undefended line at his mercy. 

It was to be Wales’ last throw of the dice, 
as the final whistle signalled the end of a 
match (and a series) that the Grand Slam 
champions know was not so much won by a 
vastly superior, southern hemisphere side, as 
turned on frustrating flaws in their own 
game, which hopefully, can be ironed out by 
experience. 

While talk of ‘learning curves’ and ‘lessons 
to be learned’ is now becoming tediously 
repetitive, it is also true to say that this fast- 
developing young Welsh squad have time on 
their side still, as they build towards Warren 
Gatland’s main goal - the next Rugby 
World Cup - and other prime target mile¬ 
stones along the way. 

More immediately, it will be fascinating to 
see if the painful experience of narrow, last- 
gasp defeats in three tests against a team, 
that after all, is ranked second in the world, 
can translate into a winning streak when the 
two hemispheres next clash in the autumn 
internationals at the Millennium Stadium in 
Cardiff. 

The fact that this prospect can even be con¬ 
templated, is testament to the remarkable 
strides made in the four short years since head 
coach Warren Gatland took over the helm of a 
national team that was once the laughing 
stock of world rugby. 

It is something the critics would do well not 
to forget. 
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With the 1st XI fix¬ 
ture at Neath can¬ 
celled because of 
bad weather the 
two 2nd XI’s met at 
Windmill Lane. 

Luke Vincent, skip¬ 
pering the Cavs 2nd XI 
for the first time, lost the 
toss and was asked to bat 
first. 

Jake McNaughton 
(51) and Tom Pritchard 
(25) put on 91 runs for 
the first wicket before 
Tom was caught by S 
Jackson off the bowling 
of S Mogford (4-0-27-2) 
in the 18th over. 

Jake was the next 
batsman to go in 20th 
over when he was given 
out LBW to S Mogford. 

Father and son Phil 
and Luke Vincent put on 
48 runs for the 3rd wick¬ 
et before Luke (30) was 
stumped by Tom Ward 


stops play for 


Cavs against Neath 


off the bowling of young 
D Sharp in the 27th 
over. 

Ashley Gifford (11) 
was the only other Cavs 
batsman to get into dou¬ 
bles figures as Phil 
Vincent (45 not out) was 
left stranded, and the 
team missed out on the 
last batting point, as the 
Cavs were bowled out 
for 196 in the 38th over. 

The last 4 wickets fell 
for 8 runs as young R 
Maddock (10-0-50-3) 
and D Sharp (7.1-1-33- 
5) took the last 8 wickets 
between them for 97 
runs. 

An excellent effort 
from the two young 
bowlers with D Sharp 
actually taking 5 wickets 
for 9 runs in 26 balls. 

After a fine tea the 
Cavs set about do 
defend their total. 

After 9 overs Neath 


found themselves on 26 
for 8 with opening 
bowlers Scott Wheatley, 
with his first 5 wicket 
haul, and Alex Harris (6- 
1-15-3) sharing the 
wickets. 

Dave Cheal bowled 7 
overs for 11 runs, 
Andrew Williams 2 
overs for 5 runs and 
Luke Vincent 3 overs for 
6 but all finished wicket¬ 
less as Scott returned to 
take his 6th wicket of the 
match to finish with 9 
overs 3 maidens 6 wick¬ 
ets for 24 runs. 

Most of the innings 
was played in persistent 
light to moderate rain 
with the 9th wicket 
falling in the 19th over 
with the score on 44 
after a fighting 9 runs 
from E Pearn. 

R Maddock (24 not 
out) and D Sharp (6 not 
out) took the score to 66 


after 27 overs before the 
rain finally got too 
heavy and the game got 
abandoned with a ‘no 
differential’ result with 
both teams getting the 
bonus points they earned 
from the match plus 5 
match points each. 

Neath are to be con¬ 
gratulated for staying on 
the field for so long in 
fairly unpleasant condi¬ 
tions; their young bats¬ 
men did their club proud 


and despite the efforts of 
the Cavs’ bowlers fully 
deserved to keep their 
wickets intact. 

The Sunday G & M 
league game against 
Machen was also lost to 
the weather. 

This week is the first 
weekend of the second 
half of the season as the 
Cavs play Baglan with 
the 1st XI playing at 
home. 

The Cavs will be hop¬ 


ing that the weather 
improves with the club 
having only played 17 
out of a possible 29 
weekend games so far 
this season. 

The Cavs would like 
to thank their sponsors; 
Simon's Plaice, 

Nathaniel, Llantwit 
Major Autocentre and 
Anthony Brown Estate 
Agents for their much 
appreciated sponsorship 
of the club. DC 


Triumph in Treorchy! 


ON Tuesday, Llantwit ladies 
Travelled to Pengelli (Treorchy) 
for a Cowbridge Challenge 
Shield match. 

The weather was good to us (for a 
change) and we always have a battle 
when we play this fixture, but this time 
Llantwit won overall, gaining 8 from 
the 10 points available. 

The rinks were Edna Hardie,Lyn 


Oatley, Marian Lewis and Pat Cook 
15 - 20; Liz Crouch,Vera 

Wickenden,Carol Willmot and Eryl 
Nicholls 20 - 15; Kay 

Johnes,Margaret Horgan,Margaret 
Morgan and Julie Molloy 19 -15. 

On Thursday we should have 
played Cowbridge at home, which 
had been postponed once, but we were 
rained off again. 

KJ 
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nVIen stabbedh 

- murder 
investigation 
launched in 
Nanfyffyllon 

SOUTH WALES police has launched a 
murder investigation following an inci¬ 
dent in Nantyffyllon during the evening 
of Tuesday, June 26. 

The police say that at around 9pm, 
two males were discovered in Tonna 
Road, both with serious stab wounds. 
One, named as Thomas Sutton, aged 
20, died from his injuries. 

The other has been admitted to hos¬ 
pital where his condition is described as 
“critical”. 

The police said the crime scene is 
being preserved at the location. 

A police spokesperson added: “No 
further information is available at this 
early stage in the investigation.” 

Anyone who has any information 
about the incident, or who may have 
noticed anything suspicious in the area 
is urged to call 101. Alternatively, they 
can call Crimestoppers anonymously on 
555 111. J 


Award Winning Restaurant 

hhampan 

RAKim AnPCUl SL -I- 


BANGLADESHI & 
INDIAN CUISINE 
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to miss! 


r 

f BIRD SPECIALS 
f 3 Course Meal only 
£7.95 per person 

Available every week - 
Mon.Tues &Thurs 5.30 - 7.00pm. 
Offer includes FREE glass of house 
wine/soft drinic, dine in only. 

SUNDAY BUFFET 

Service from 12 noon - 11 pm weekly, 
only £7.95, Children £4.95 

ALL YOU CAN EAT! 

Children under 6 EAT FREE 
normal menu also available) 

WEDNESDAY 
ALL EVENING 

5 Course Meal £8.95 
5.30pm -11 pm 

2 COURSE LUNCH 

(Mon - Sat 
l2-2.30pm) 

£4.95 Takeaway 
£6.95 Eat in 


70 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
01446 771682/774590 

NOW OPEN: Mon-Sat 12 noon-2.30pm; 
Sunday Buffet 12 noon - 11 pm; 

Open 7 days a week 5.30-11.30pm 
including Bank Holidays 
**** Food Hygiene - Scores on the doors 




Bridgend women sing out for cancer care charity 



ABOVE: This Bridgend rock choir took part in a world record attempt last Saturday when they joined hundreds of 
similar choirs around the UK to sing the same song (‘When You’re Gone’, a hit for Bryan Adams and Mel C), 
all starting at precisely the same time, at noon. The attempt was to raise funds for Breast Cancer Care Cymru. 


10-year jail sentence 
for Pyle paedophile 


A PYLE paedophile who preyed upon 
children, has been jailed for 10 years 
at Cardiff Crown Court. 

Barrie Mably (31) of Heol Ty Maen, abused 
four girls. He was found guilty at a previous 
hearing of one charge of attempted rape, four of 
indecent assault, and two of sexual assault. He 
was cleared of a charge of rape. 

Judge William Gaskell told him: “You have 
shown no remorse whatsoever and you maintain 
your denials, despite compelling evidence. You 
have received no credit for a guilty plea.” 

Prosecutor Matthew Roberts said the offences 
occurred over a 10-year period in the Pyle and 
Ogmore Vale area. 

Mably denied all the charges and claimed the 


CROWN COURT REPORT 
byAJSICLUNA 


girls had been lying. His counsel Jennette 
Trehame said: “He is not predatory and did not 
lure his victims. This behaviour occurred when 
he was alone with them.” 

She pointed out that he had already been on 
remand for 18 months. 

“Some of the offences were opportunist, and 
isolated. At the time he was in his late teens and 
early 20s.” 

Mably, she said, had some problems in the past 
relating to his mental health. 

“Upon his release, he wants to start afresh in 
Bristol, in an area where he is unknown. He has 


no relevant convictions.” 

The judge said the offences occurred between 
1999 and 2009. 

One girl was aged nine, another aged six. 

He pretended to play a game with them and, 
shortly after, indecently assaulted them. 

One girl aged eight was held against a bed and 
Mably attempted to rape her. She was then told 
not to say anything. 

Another two victims were aged seven and 
nine, and one of them was humiliated by Mably. 

The judge directed that when released, he reg¬ 
ister as a sex offender for life and he was banned 
from working with children indefinitely. 

Judge Oaskell also imposed a Sexual Offences 
Prevention Order, which forbids Mably from 
approaching any girl under the age of 16. 
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01656 648936 

Bridgend Industrial Estate 
(Rear of Celtic Tyres) CF31 3AQ 


www.theodorereclaiination.co.uk 

Weekends 8.30 - 12.15; Weekdays 8.30 - 4.15 
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Recognising the 
contribution of the 
Armed Forces 


DUEanKJ^TTlllS 


Bridgend MP 
Mi^ELEINE MOON 
writes an exclusive 
report from 
Westminster for 
GEM readers. 



I T is a small 
world...Last week, 
120 members of 20 
Commando Brigade, 
accompanied by the 
Band of the Grenadier 
Guards, marched into 
the Palace of 
Westminster at the 
invitation of the House 
of Commons to thank 
them for their recent 
service in 

Afghanistan. 

It was a very pleasant 
surprise to discover that 
among the 120 was 
Private Robert 
Derbyshire, a Combat 
Medic from Bryntirion 
and the grandson of 
Angela Bolton, the won¬ 
derful former head 
teacher at Ysgol Cefn 
Glas. 

With all the 
Government announce¬ 
ments and debates sur¬ 
rounding what ships, 
planes and weapons we 
should be equipping our 
military with in the 
future, it is easy to forget 
that at their core, the 
armed forces is about 
human beings putting 
their lives on the line on 
whatever mission they 
are sent. 

Private Derbyshire 
joined the army at 19 
and has now served for 
six years, with decora¬ 
tions for his service. 

He sees his future in 
the forces. As a Combat 
Medic, he is attached to 
units of soldiers and 
accompanies them while 
out on patrol. His role is 
to provide medical care, 
often in very difficult 
circumstances. 

The Army has 


T his Saturday 
(June 30) the 
nation cele¬ 
brates the commit¬ 
ment and dedica¬ 
tion of our military 
personnel with 
Armed Forces Day. 

This annual event is a 
time for us all to think 
about the work of those 
men and women who 
serve in our Forces. 

We should also 
remember that behind 
these brave individuals 
are the parents, partners 
and families of our 
troops. 

These people can 
sometimes be forgotten, 
but bear the burden of 
Service life as much as 
those who are serving 
themselves. 

The Bridgend divi¬ 
sion of the Soldiers, 
Sailors, Airmen and 
Families Association 
(SSAFA) Forces Help 
not only supports our 
Service personnel, past 


equipped him with innu¬ 
merable skills and expe¬ 
riences that I am sure 
will stand him in good 
stead for the future. 

20 Commando 
Brigade were not the 
only members of the 
armed forces to visit 
Westminster. Veterans of 
the Queen’s Dragoon 
Guards (QDG) recently 
travelled to London to 
lobby Ministers about 
the future of the 
Regiment. 

As part of the 
Ministry of Defence’s 
programme of budget 
cuts, there is a proposal 
to cut the army from 
over 100,000 to 82,000. 

There will be a 
greater reliance on 
reservists and as a result, 
well-known regiments 
may be amalgamated, 
being consigned to the 
history books in the 
process. 

The QDG is one of 
Wales’ three regiments 
and the only one to be 
armoured. It has a very 
long history, dating back 
in one form or another 
300 years, having been 
involved in most major 
conflicts since the 
Second World War, most 
recently Afghanistan. 

Even once someone 


and present, but also 
their families and 
dependents. 

SSAFA Bridgend 
seeks to find ways that 
we can help where there 
is a genuine need. This 
can be anything from 
support for a mother 
whose son has been seri¬ 
ously injured in conflict, 
to a new television for 
the elderly widow of a 
D-Day veteran. 

It just takes one day’s 
service to be eligible and 
that includes anyone 
who undertook National 
Service and their wives 
or widows. 

If you or someone 
you loiow in Bridgend 
CBC has served in the 
military or has a military 
connection and needs 
help, then the local 
branch of SSAFA is here 
to assist. We can be 
contacted on 01656 
785435. 

DAVE DAVIES TD, 
Bridgend. 


has left the army, the 
regiment remains part of 
a soldier’s identity and 
wider family, which is 
why it is so important to 
protect QGD. Not only 
that, as a Welsh regi¬ 
ment, it recruits from 
Wales. 

If it were to be lost, 
the ‘golden thread’ of 
recruitment with Welsh 
communities would be 
lost. The campaign to 
save the Regiment has 
gathered its own 
momentum. 

I have received many 
postcards from con¬ 
stituents supporting the 
campaign and I have 
written to the Secretary 
of State making the case 
for the Regiment to 
remain as it is. An 
announcement is expect¬ 
ed soon. 

While the reasons for 
the two visits were very 
different, their common 
theme of the individuals 
who contribute to our 
armed forces will be cel¬ 
ebrated on Armed Forces 
Day, this year falling on 
June 30. 

Like last year, I am 
hosting an exhibition in 
the Houses of Parliament 
called ‘Standing Next To 
You.’ Each contributor 
has provided a photo¬ 
graph of when they were 
serving, a current photo¬ 
graph and a biography; 
including some comment 
on how their military 
service influences the 
work they do now. 

The idea is to 
acknowledge that the 
armed forces are all 
around us. The contribu¬ 
tors this year come from 
all parts of the Houses of 
Parliament; committee 
clerks, police officers, 
MPs, Peers and door¬ 
keepers. All three servic- 


D OWN the 

road with my 
Nordic poles 
I go, most days, 
early morning - 
dodging the traffic 
on Tondu road - 
and on down to the 
green bridge. 

From here on, I dodge 
something else - piles of 
brown stuff. It’s on path 
and pavement, even in 
the road. 

And along Black Path 
you’ll see little black 
sacks dotting the way 
where other piles of 
brown stuff were picked 


es are represented. 

Each contributor has a 
great tale to tell - the 
depth of experience and 
range of places visited is 
immense. 

I hope the exhibition 
does them justice, it is to 
positioned in the Royal 
Gallery in the House of 
Lords and will after a 
week move to the 
Ministry of Defence for 
a further seven days. 

The exhibition has been 
funded by Hewlett 
Packard, which has 
many staff who are ex¬ 
forces. 

Also standing next to 
you are those hard work¬ 
ers who help make com¬ 
munities good place to 
live. The period of the 
Queens Diamond Jubilee 
has been a great oppor¬ 
tunity for communities 
to come together and 
celebrate. 

Sadly the weather did 
not come on side but 
people’s hard work still 
went ahead despite the 
wind and the rain. 

I attended a number 
of events in Porthcawl, 
where there was some¬ 
thing new every day. 

The same has been true 
in Kenfig Hill this week 
where the community 
festival has been a great 
success. 

We all owe a great 
deal of thanks to the 
organisers of such events 
which pull communities 
together. 

Finally, I must yet 
again try and lay a com¬ 
mon mistake to rest. 
Every now and again I 
am asked how I like liv¬ 
ing in my big house in 
Maudlam. Twice last 
weekend, people I know 
well have asked me this 
question. 

The house in question 
is a beautiful, large 
detached house at the 
entrance to Maudlam 
village and across the 
road from the Angel Inn. 

I don’t live there, 
have never lived there. I 
have for the past 30 
years lived in Porthcawl 
and come home from 
Westminster to relax to 
the sound of the wind 
and the sea. 


up then dumped anyway. 

You know what I’m 
talking about; those irre¬ 
sponsible owners. 

Others like me try to 
enjoy a walk, or just get 
from A to B without 
fouling our shoes. We 
must do it by watching 
the ground instead of 
looking around. 

Responsible owners 
probably feel that we 
blame them as well - we 
don’t. 

To those who don’t 
pick up and take it home 
I say - shame on you! 

ALEX MARSHALL, 
Pen-y-Eai 


Remembering the 
forgotten on 
Armed Forces Day 


DODGING THE 
BROWN STUFF 


TIP-TAPPING AWAY AT HOPE! 



SHOESTRING APPALACHIAN 
BAND ENTERTAIN THE WI 


T he June 
meeting of 
the 

Brackla/Bridgend 
WI took place in 
the Sunday school 
hall of Hope 
Church. 

This turned out to 
be an energetic and 
very entertaining event 
with the Shoestring 
Appalachian Band and 
Dancers. 

The music was 
enjoyable to listen to 
on its own, but with 
the tap/folk-type 
dance, enhanced by 
the wooden floor, it 
was a very enjoyable 
event that members 
could not help but take 
part in at the close of 
the show. 

Thanks to all the 
members who provid¬ 
ed refreshments and to 
our hostesses for the 
evening Evelyn and 
Lluella, it was a mem¬ 
orable event. 

June Mills gave the 
vote of thanks. 

Our business went 
on a little longer than 
expected due to the 
amount of events 
forthcoming. Our pres¬ 
ident Pauline gave a 
report on the NEWI 
AGM, and brought to 



the attention of mem¬ 
bers items of interest 
in the newsletter. 

A craft meeting will 
be held in Laleston on 
July 10 at 2pm for 
those members enter¬ 
ing items in the 
Glamorgan Show. 

Our next meeting 
will be held in the Hope 
Church Hall on 
Tuesday July 17, and 
will be a talk on St 
Teilo’s Church, now in 
St Fagan’s Welsh 
History Museum, and 
will be followed by a 
visit in August. TVB 


Orchestra’s 
big date in 
Porthcawl 


THE Rhondda 
Symphony 
Orchestra is pre¬ 
senting an evening 
of French music at 
All Saint’s Church, 
Porthcawl on 
Sunday, July 1 at 
7.30pm. 

The orchestra leader 
is Joanna Walters, and 
the conductor is Donal 
Bannister. 

A spokesman said: 
“The RSO is one of the 
oldest established ama¬ 
teur symphony orches¬ 


tras in Wales. It was 
formed in 1968 and 
gave its first perform¬ 
ance in 1970. Today it 
is regarded as one of 
the finest amateur 
orchestras within the 
UK.” 

Tickets available at 
the door, £7.50 adults 
(£6 concessions), under 
18s free. Tickets can 
be ordered by phone 
on 01443 650412; 
email www.rhond- 
dasymphonyorches- 
tra.org.uk. 


Bridgend Bridge 
Club results 


RECENT Bridgend 
Bridge Club results 
are as follows: 

Wednesday June 20: 
Eirst - Ray Smith and 
.John Evans; Second - 
Andrew Scott and Liam 
Sheridan; Third - Linda 
Pinnock and Dennis 
Mottram. 

Eriday June 22: Eirst 
- John Henson and 
Terry Dolan; Second - 
John and Christine 
Evans; Third - Linda 
Pinnock and Marjorie 
Morris. 


In addition to the reg¬ 
ular club nights on 
Wednesdays and Eridays 
at Nolton Church Hall at 
7pm, there are lessons 
for beginners with 
Graham Jones also on 
Eridays at 7pm. Lessons 
for improvers will 
resume in the autumn - 
all welcome. 

Contact Graham 
Jones (01446 775952), 
Steve Burgoyne (01656 
661958) or David 
Newman (01656 
6439138). 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL JULY 5) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

28 Thur 

00.58 

8.4 

13.33 

8.3 

29 Fri 

01.59 

8.4 

14.47 

8.3 

30 Sat 

03.11 

8.4 

16.00 

8.5 

01 Sun 

04.31 

8.6 

17.07 

8.9 

02 Mon 

05.35 

9.0 

18.06 

9.4 

03 Tues 

06.34 

9.5 

19.01 

9.8 

04 Wed 

07.27 

9.7 

19.52 

10.1 

05 Thur 

08.15 

9.9 

20.37 

10.2 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE BRAVE 




BCBC is flying the Armed 

• 


Forces Day flag until the day 


:— r- 

itself- this Saturday, June 30. 

- 1 * 


BCBC proud to fly the 
Armed Forces Day flag 


WITH Armed 
Forces Day this 
weekend, Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council is once 
again flying the 
flag in honour of 
Britain’s service¬ 
men and women. 


WELL done to the 
shooting team from 
2117 (Kenfig Hill) 
Squadron ATC, 
they are No3 Welsh 
Wing Full Bore 
Shooting 
Champions for 
2012. 

The team: SCWO 
Fitzgibbon (captain), 
Cdt Sgt Aston, Cdt Cpl 
Young and Cdt Cpl 
Townsend; took part in 
the competition at MoD 
St Athan. 

CWO Fitzgibbon was 
especially pleased as he 


THERE will be 
‘something for all 
tastes’ on Saturday 
(June 30) at Cor 
Bro Ogwr’s Gala 
Night of Opera and 
Musical Theatre. 

Under the baton of the 
choir’s popular Musical 
Director, Edward-Rhys 
Harry, the choir is 
already well-travelled 
and is looking forward to 
another ‘first’ next May. 

Following the per¬ 
formance last year of 
Edward’s re-created 


The flag was raised 
by local veteran Paul 
Mockett MBE outside 
the Civic Offices in 
Angel Street, 
Bridgend, in a formal 
ceremony on Monday 
June 25. It will fly 
each day up to and 
including Armed 
Forces Day itself on 


was told he obtained the 
highest score on the day. 

Wing Commander 
Mike Stones, Officer 
Commanding No3 
Welsh Wing, was 
pleased to present the 
trophy to the cadets. 

He praised them for 
their achievement and 
said he was looking for¬ 
ward to them represent¬ 
ing the Wing at the 
Region Championships 
later in the year. 

LINDSAY 
THOMAS 
Secretary Civilian 
Committee 


‘Emmanuel’ by Joseph 
Parry, the choir has been 
invited to perform it 
again with a Welsh choir 
in Pennsylvania, where 
Joseph Parry spent some 
of his early years. 
Possible concerts in 
Philadelphia and New 
York are also on the 
agenda. 

Saturday’s concert 
will be in All Saints’ 
Church, Porthcawl, at 
7.30pm. Tickets from 
choir members/secretary 
01565 784180, or at the 
door. 


Saturday June 30. 

The flag-raising cer¬ 
emony was attended 
by a number of local 
dignitaries including 
the new Mayor of 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough, Conn Marlene 
Thomas, members of 
BCBC’s cabinet. Chief 
Executive Jo Farrar, 
Madeleine Moon MP, 
and Janice Gregory 
AM. 

Royal British 
Legion Bridgend 


A BRIDGEND 
team of firefighters 
won the 2012 All 
Wales extrication 
competition at 
Cardiff Gate 
Training and 
Development 
Centre on June 16. 

Teams from Ebbw 
Vale, Malpas, 

Porthcawl, and Aberdare 
also took part, with one 
guest team entering 
from London Eire and 
Rescue Service. 

“This year’s theme 
for the scenarios was 
multiple car collisions 
with limited space to 
release the casualty 
from the primary car,” a 
spokesperson for South 
Wales Eire and Rescue 
Service explained. 

“As the teams under¬ 
took their respective 
scenario, the other 
teams and the sizeable 
number of spectators 
took a keen interest in 
the various methods 
used to complete the 
tasks.” 


branch president Fred 
Robinson led veterans 
in a formal salute. 

Mayor Thomas 
said: “It is always a 
pleasure to welcome 
representatives of the 
Armed Forces family. 
And while we welcome 
them today, we are 
reminded that so 
many thousands of 
their colleagues are 
serving all around the 
world to make it a 
safer, fairer place.” 


The presentation to 
Bridgend then took 
place, with the runners- 
up being the team from 
Aberdare. These teams 
will now represent 
SWERS at the British 
Extrication Competition. 

Assistant Chief Eire 
Officer Andy Thomas 
said: “I would like to 
thank all of the teams 
for taking part in the 
event, including the two 
new teams from Ebbw 
Vale and Malpas and the 
London team. 

“The aim of this com¬ 
petition is to improve 
South Wales Eire and 
Rescue Service 
(SWERS) personnel’s 
skills when dealing with 
road traffic collisions 
and it is hoped that the 
2013 event will attract 
more teams from sta¬ 
tions within the service, 
which will enhance our 
vision of ‘making our 
communities the safest 
place to live, work and 
visit.” 


Meanwhile, the 
Bridgend & County 
Borough Veterans 
Association will hold 
its Armed Forces Day 
parade thorough 
Bridgend town centre 
on Saturday, begin¬ 
ning at 12.30pm and 
ending at approxi¬ 
mately 1.30pm. 

The parade will be 
led by the South Wales 
Police band and the 
Welsh Transport 
Regiment RFC with 
local VIPs in atten¬ 
dance. 

Veterans will march 
from Bridgend YMCA 
to the town centre war 
memorial, where there 
will be a celebratory 
tribute to the Armed 
Forces. 

It is hoped that resi¬ 
dents will turn out in 
their hundreds to 
applaud the parade 
and join in prayers 
and hymns around the 
war memorial. 

The parade will be 
followed by a concert 
in the Bowls Centre of 
Bridgend Recreation 
Centre. 

Major Wayne 
Morgan MBE, who is 
chair of the Bridgend 
& County Borough 
Veterans Association, 
and whose committee 
is organising the 
parade, said: “This is 
about celebrating our 
Armed Forces, both 
regular and reserve. 

“These are young 
men and women who 
serve in the most diffi¬ 
cult of jobs in defence 
of our nation and oth¬ 
ers around the world. 

“Bridgend can be 
extremely proud of its 
contribution and 
unqualified support to 
our Armed Forces.” 


Kenfig Hill cadets 
are on target! 


Cor Bro Ogwr 
summer concert 


Rescue team 
are the Welsh 
champions! 


Young singer and 
actor is off to join 
National Theatre 



ABOVE: 

Joe Wiltshire-Smith, who is holding a 
fundraising evening on July 10. 


A YOUNG 
Porthcawl actor is 
staging a fundrais¬ 
ing evening to help 
with the cost of 
joining the UK 
National Youth 
Theatre for the 
summer. 

Joe Wiltshire-Smith 
recently became the 
only young actor from 
Wales to make it into 
the National Youth 
Theatre’s summer proj¬ 
ect - a selection process 
that whittled 4,600 
applications down to 
just 50. 

Just to emphasise his 
talent, he has been 
moved up into the 19-24 
age group, rather than 
the 14-18 age group he 
auditioned for. 

Joe, a year-12 pupil 
at Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School, 
will spend six weeks of 
his holidays with the 
NYT in Manchester, 
and the fact that he was 
accepted will come as 
no surprise to anyone 
who has watched his 
progress through the 
Bridgend Youth Theatre 
(BYT) and in Porthcawl 


Comprehensive School 
productions. 

Over the last five 
years, he has played 
leading roles in Guys 
and Dolls, Blood 
Brothers, Sweeney Todd, 
Les Miserables, Fiddler 
on the Roo/and, most 
recently, the title role in 
Billy - the Musical. 

The fundraising 
evening will take place 


on July 10, at 6.45pm, 
in the Jubilee Theatre in 
Porthcawl 

Comprehensive School, 
and Joe has promised 
that a number of talent¬ 
ed friends from the 
youth theatre and else¬ 
where will be perform¬ 
ing as well. 

Tickets will be on 
sale on the door. 

PHILIP IRWIN 


Generous Bridgend 
tops the giving league 



Paula Evans, with Boycie, Sandra Wynne with Gate, Jon Trew, with 
Renee and Cookie, James Evans with Joey, and Kerry Baker with Whitney 


WE would like to 
thank the very gen¬ 
erous people of 
Bridgend for their 
donations to 
Greyhound Rescue 
Wales on May 12. 

We collected a whop¬ 
ping £444.48 as part of 
our street collection in 
the town centre. 

Thank you so much 
to everyone who gave. 

It costs our charity £6 
per day to keep a grey¬ 
hound at rescue kennels, 
so every pound is impor¬ 
tant. 

Many of the people of 
who dropped by and 
stroked some of our 
retired racers, agreed 
that greyhounds make 
fantastic pets. Like us, 
they agree that the end 
of a greyhound’s racing 
career (around age 3-4) 
shouldn’t mean the end 
of its life. 

We undertake regular 
street collections; how¬ 
ever, the people of 
Bridgend have so far 
topped the league in 


terms of their generosity. 
We are overwhelmed by 
their kindness. 

The behaviour of two 
young teenage girls par¬ 
ticularly stood out. The 
girls, probably around 
12 or 13 were in town 
on their own to go shop¬ 
ping for clothes. 

However, they first 
stopped by and gave us a 
donation and stroked the 
dogs. Ten minutes later 
they returned and gave a 
larger donation and 
stroked the dogs more. 
Twenty minutes later 


they returned again hav¬ 
ing decided not to spend 
any money on clothes, 
but instead had spent it 
all on treats for our 
dogs! Thank you! 

If any GEM readers 
are considering getting a 
dog, please visit our reg¬ 
ularly updated website 
and look at some of the 
stunning greyhounds and 
lurchers that need homes 
now. http://www.grey- 
houndrescuewales. co. uk/ 
or ring our helpline on 
0300 0123 999. 

JON TREW, Barry. 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home.l 
Typically £10.50 per hour inc. ,^4 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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LOCAL NHS TRUST 
LOST £48,000 WHEN 
OVERSEAS PATIENT 
DID NOT PAY UP 


A FOREIGN 
national who was 
not entitled to free 
treatment on the 
NHS owes Abertawe 
Bro Morgannwg 
Health Board more 
than £48,000 - after 
failing to pay for 
emergency hospital 
treatment. 

The debt has now been 
written off. 

The problem of for¬ 
eign nationals obtaining 
health care in the 
Bridgend, Swansea and 
Neath Port Talbot area 


A GEM columnist 
who specialises in 
researching the 
paranormal, gave a 
lecture last week in 
Porthcawl. 

Hayley Williams gave 
a ‘ghostly talk’for the 
Porthcawl Paranormal 
Team in the Swan Inn, 
Nottage. 

She told The GEM: 
“The talk was due to be 
followed by a walk 
around local places of 


and then not paying, has 
been highlighted in a 
series of answers given 
to Regional AM Suzy 
Davies by ABMU NHS 
Trust. 

Mrs Davies, who is a 
Welsh Conservative 
regional AM for south 
Wales west, submitted 
Freedom of Information 
requests asking for 
details of unpaid bills, 
after earlier information 
obtained by the party 
revealed that the amount 
outstanding at the end of 
2011 was more than 
£250,000 for Wales as a 
whole. 


interest Unfortunately, 
the weather was against 
us, as the rain fell heav¬ 
ily. 

“Tracey Walmsley 
showed eerie photo¬ 
graphs which we have 
collected over the last 
six years, and the audi¬ 
ence found them fasci¬ 
nating. 

“Overall, the evening 
was a terrific success, 
even though the walk 
was out of bounds due 
to slippery roads. ” 


REPORT 
by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


The amount owed to 
ABM was £46,973, but 
that does not include the 
£48,000 unpaid bill - 
which it wrote off. 

The board has an over¬ 
all collection rate of only 
28 per cent - the lowest 
in Wales and below the 
all-Wales average of 43 
per cent. 

Mrs Davies asked 
ABMU what it was 
doing about this situa¬ 
tion. 

In its reply, the board 
revealed that the highest 
percentage of outstand¬ 
ing debt was from 
patients from the 
Philippines at 38 per 
cent. UK expatriates 
stood at 25 per cent and 
India had a further 25 per 
cent. Turkey produced 12 
per cent of the outstand¬ 
ing debt. 

The board has said it is 
now reminding staff who 


‘SUSSED’, 
Porthcawl’s 
Fairtrade shop, has 
re-opened after 
relocating to new 
premises. 

It is now based at 4, 
James Street, Porthcawl, 
with the offices of the 
charity that developed it, 
‘Sustainable Wales,’ 
located above. 

The director of 
Sustainable Wales, 
Margaret Minhinnick, 
said: “The project is also 
creating community 
based employment 
opportunities for two 
young graduates under 
the Jobs Growth Wales 
programme. 

“They will be helping 
to support volunteers 
who work in the shop, to 
develop membership, 
expand the borough’s 
Fairtrade campaign, and 
help organise activities 
and events . 

“A grand reopening 


register incoming 

patients to ask them if 
they have been resident 
in the UK for the past 12 
months. 

A report is also gener¬ 
ated to identify all 
patients without a valid 
UK postcode. Patients 
who are identified as non 
UK residents are inter¬ 
viewed to ascertain their 
liability for payment for 
the treatment. 

An ABMU spokes¬ 
woman said: “Over the 
past three years, ABMU 
has had an average col¬ 
lection rate of 46 per 
cent. 

“The majority of over¬ 
seas patients attend our 
hospitals as emergencies. 
We have a duty of care to 
patients, and in emer¬ 
gency cases it is not 
always possible to gain 
detailed personal or pay¬ 
ment information before 
treatment begins. 

“We are currently in 
the process of making 
credit card payment 
facilities available at all 
our main sites to make 
the payment process 


date will be announced 
in the autumn, but for 
now SUSSED is offering 
new fairly-traded stock, 
and goods created by 
local craftspeople. 

“Ranges include 
accessories and dresses, 
cushions, covers and fur¬ 
nishings, gifts, and dis¬ 
tinctive furniture made 
with recycled wood from 
‘the Green Man’ of 
Pontardawe.” 

She added: 

““Relocation has been a 
major undertaking. 
Without the efforts of 
volunteers such as Saulat 
Abbasi, John Howley, 
Etienne Cronje, John 
Bunker, graduates David 
Cobbledick, Michael 
Gore and Luke Evans, 
plus a host of others, this 
reopening would have 
been impossible.” 

For more information, 
telephone 01656 
783405, or e-mail: 
mm @ sustainablewales. o 
rg.uk 


quicker and easier.” 

Mrs Davies said she 
had looked at the figures 
provided by the trust. 

She sai4 “More than 
60 per cent of the treat¬ 
ment given to foreign 
nationals was classed as 
emergency with 22 per 
cent relating to pregnan¬ 
cy. Elective treatment 
accounted for six per 
cent and 11 per cent 
resulted from transfers 
from another hospital. 

The unpaid £48,663 
bill related to emergency 
treatment. 

Mrs Davies said: “No- 
one is saying that we 
should deny emergency 
treatment to anyone, 
regardless of where they 
come from. But Wales 
and the UK cannot afford 
to be seen as a place to go 
for free health treatment 
or to have your baby 

“This is taking advan¬ 
tage of Welsh and UK 
residents who pay for our 
health services through 
their taxes. 

“Other EU countries 
are not as generous and 
even make certain 
requirements of citizens 
of other EU countries 
before they will treat 
them. 

“If UK citizens go 
abroad, they are expected 
to have expensive med¬ 
ical insurance. What’s 
the difference? 

“It is time that ABM 
tightened up on its debt 
collecting service. 

“Hospitals in England 
are demanding proof of 
residence by asking peo¬ 
ple to produce evidence 
of having lived in the UK 
for the previous year. 
They also bring chip and 
pin machines to people’s 
bedsides so that they can 
pay for their treatment 
there and then by card. 

“Hospitals in ABM 
should take credit card 
details in advance, as 
happens with many 
hotels and other busi¬ 
nesses. If people leave 
without paying, they are 
able to debit the money. 

“It is time for the NHS 
to become more busi¬ 
nesslike and stop acting 
like it is a health service 
for people from all over 
the world who have 
never paid a penny into 
it.” 


Hayley’s talk 
on PorthcawFs 
paranormal 
phenomena! 



ABOVE: Hayley Williams 
talking at the Swan Inn. 


Fairtrade shop 
has re-opened 


Bethan ( 16 ) lands 
a prestigious 
volunteer award 



ABOVE: 

Bethan McAuley collects her award. 


‘PROLIFIC volun¬ 
teer” Bethan 
McAuley (aged 16) 
was the centre 
mofwell earned 
praise and a 
moment in the 
spotlight after win¬ 
ning a prestigious 
national award 
from the Wales 
Council for 
Voluntary Action 
(WCVA). 

Described as a 
“prolific volunteer” 
Bethan was a worthy 
winner in the young 
person category of the 
Wales Volunteer of the 
Year Awards 2012 on 
June 12. 

The awards were 
given out at Cardiff 
Castle by BBC Wales 
TV and radio person¬ 
ality Frank Hennessy. 

After moving to 
Wick, Bethan found 
the transition from 
town to country life a 
challenge. 

A lack of services 
for young people in 
the area prompted her 
to become a mentor 
for others following in 
her footsteps, helping 
them to integrate. 

She trained as a 
youth leader and vol¬ 
unteers at her local 
youth club, running 
events and activities. 

Bethan is a young 
firefighter at the local 
fire station, a volun¬ 
teer inspector of youth 
groups across the 
Vale, has qualified as 
a Young Leader, is 


Secretary/Treasurer of 
the Vale Youth Forum, 
and has completed 
more than 200 hours 
of volunteering as a 
Millennium volunteer. 

“Bethan is an out¬ 
standing role model 
for other young peo¬ 
ple, setting an excel¬ 
lent example for them 
to follow,” said nomi¬ 
nator Conway 
Hawkins, the senior 
youth worker at Wick 
Youth Club. 

“At the youth club, 
she is an inspiration - 
and local youth lead¬ 
ers often joke that 


THE RSPCA is 
appealing for infor¬ 
mation after an 
abandoned terrapin 
was fished out of the 
river Ogmore. 

A member of the pub¬ 
lic noticed the exotic pet 
struggling to climb up a 
concrete bank before 
sliding back in to the 
water on Wednesday, 
June 20 at Aber Road in 
Ogmore Vale. 

RSPCA inspector 
Nigel Duguid said: “Pet 
shops often sell terrapins 
very cheaply, but they 
are quite tricky to keep. 
They can grow quickly, 
need large aquaria with 
appropriate basking 
areas and their water 


they don’t need to be 
there at all, as she can 
run it on her own. 

The club and the 
wider community 
would be a poorer 
place without her and 
her many voluntary 
efforts are more than 
worthy of recogni¬ 
tion.” 

Bethan said: “After 
two years of doing 
something I enjoy, 
winning the Volunteer 
of the Year Award is 
something I never 
thought would hap¬ 
pen, and I’m so sur¬ 
prised that I have.” 


must be changed regu¬ 
larly. 

“It is unacceptable to 
dump an animal like this. 
Not only it cruel, but ter¬ 
rapins are a non-native 
species and so could 
potentially have a harm¬ 
ful impact on other 
wildlife. We would urge 
anyone with information 
about this matter to con¬ 
tact us as soon as possi¬ 
ble. ” 

The terrapin is now in 
the care of the RSPCA. 
Anyone with information 
about this incident is 
urged to contact the 
RSPCA cruelty and 
information line on 0300 
1234 999. Calls will be 
treated in confidence. 


Inquiry after 
pet terrapin 
found in river 


Who wants to build what and where in the borough? 


Lloyds TSB bank pic - 
Bank Buildings, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, 

Bridgend - Replacement 
illuminated ATM, ATM col¬ 
lar, A1 Marketing Unit and 
statutory vinyls. 

BCBC Parks Department - 
2,3,4,5, and 6 Heol 
Penderyn, Brackla - Cut 
back branches of trees that 
are overhanging rear gar¬ 
dens ((1989) OBC No 05). 
Valleys 2 Coast Housing - 
66 Ael y Bryn, North 
Cornelly - Proposed demo¬ 


lition of no. 66 Ael y Bryn. 
Valleys 2 Coast Housing - 
1-8 Heol Arfryn, 8-12 West 
View and 1-4 City Road, 
Bettws - Demolition of 17 
properties within Heol 
Arfryn, West View and City 
Road. 

Valleys 2 Coast Housing - 
Plas Morlais, North 
Cornelly - Demolition of 
21 no. dwellings on Plas 
Morlais. 

Valleys 2 Coast Housing - 

8-11, 19-22, 146/147, 160- 
162 Oakwood, Maesteg - 


Demolition of 13 properties 
on Oakwood. 

Mr A J Curran - 18 Garth 
Street, Kenfig Hill - Single 
storey extension to rear of 
dwelling. 

Mr Gareth Edwards - 22 
Sycamore Close, Litchard 
- Garage conversion and 
garden retaining wall. 

Mr David Winn-Davies - 
Land rear of Lyndale, Wig 
Fach, Laleston - Lawful 
development certificate for 
existing use of land to the 
rear as a garden for more 


than 10 years. 

Mr A Tyndale-Biscoe - 87 
Merthyrmawr Road, 
Bridgend - Ground and 
first floor extension. 

Mr Christopher Blackwell - 
Unit 27, Bocam Park, 
Pencoed - Change of use of 
office to fitness centre. 

Mr Vaughan Thomas - 20 
Bradfield Avenue, 

Bridgend - Eirst floor side 
extension. 

Mr G Goldoni - Land adja¬ 
cent 8 Heol y Foelas, 
Bryntirion - Erect 1 no. 


two-bed detached dwelling. 
Mr S Morrison - Glenkeith, 
Heol Canola, Bryncoch, 
Bryncethin - Demolish 
existing conservatory and 
erect new sun room. 

Mr G Smith - 15 Celtic 
Road, Maesteg - Detached 
garage to rear garden. 

Mr D Roberts - 90 Heol 
Croesty, Pencoed 
Conservatory to southern 
elevation. 

mr S Elaherty - 5 The Dell, 
Laleston - Two storey 
extension for a lounge, bed¬ 


room en-suite and utility 
room, and single storey 
extension for a sun room. 
Mr Hibbs - Sycamore 
Cottage, Bryn Coch Road, 
Coychurch - Storm porch 
to front elevation. 

HD Ltd - Cae Court, 12 
Merthyr Mawr Road, 
Bridgend - Proposed exten¬ 
sion to Cae Court Nursing 
Home. 

Mr P Norris - 1 Cwrt Ty 
Mawr off North Road, 
Ogmore Vale - Garage con¬ 
version. 


Mr Ken Berry - 23G Cefn 
Road, Cefn Cribwr - New 
vehicle hardstanding and 
ramped access. 

Mr R Lean - Oaklands 
Farm, Rhiwceilog, 

Pencoed - Prior notification 
for proposed bam to store 
straw and winter forage. 

Mr John Evans - Angel 
Fish Bar, Angel Street, 
Bridgend - Change of use 
from A3 (Food and Drink) 
to D1 non-residential. 
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Blackmill base 
for mountain 
the BAD Bikes! 



PHOTOGRAPHS by GLYN EVANS 

Pictures can be purchased by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage@tisccui.co.uk telephone 07791 228684. 
Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 



information, contact: Williams (07791 637717, 
Andy McKay (07915 lauraangharad®gmail.c 
077299, andrewmck- om) 


MP meets local 
combat medic 



ABOVE; Madeleine Moon MP with Private 
Robert Derbyshire (Picture by Elaine Jude) 


RECENTLY, The 
GEM reported on 
the opening of a new 
mountain bike 
group in Blackmill, 
BAD Bikes, which 
aims to offer train¬ 
ing opportunities 
for young people. 

A spokesman told The 
GEM: “BAD Bikes ini¬ 
tially started as a moun¬ 
tain bike group that 
moved on to offering 
activities, training and 
volunteering - all based 
based around mountain 
biking. 

“It maintains its strong 
links with cycling and all 
its rides are based within 
the ward. Through 
cycling, we promote 
team working, risk 
assessment, map reading 
route planning, safe rid¬ 
ing techniques, together 
with cycle maintenance. 

“The group has now 
expanded its portfolio to 
include environmental, 
artistic and various other 
sporting activities. 

“In addition, we are 
also dedicated to getting 
young people who are 
economically inactive 
back into employment, 
education or training, and 
there are also dedicated 
activities for those aged 
eight to 12 years, entitled 
‘BAD Play’.” 

The spokesman con¬ 
tinued: “There are full 
school holiday pro¬ 
grammes which are 
based on consultation 
with the children and 
young people who 
engage. 

“BAD Bikes also 
operates a time banking 
system where those who 
have volunteered their 
time have priority on 
trips as rewards. 

“Over the last three 
years, BAD Bikes have 
become dedicated to 
working with young peo¬ 
ple who are Not in 
Employment, Education 
or Training (NEET), and 
we offer CV writing, 
training, support and 
awareness raising of 
opportunities available. 
BAD Bikes is also an 
approved AS DAN 
Centre.” 

Anyone aged eight to 
25 years old can get 
involved, and for more 


BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon 
joined celebrations 
to thank members 
of 20 Commando 
Brigade who had 
just returned from 
serving in 

Afghanistan. 

They included Private 
Robert Derbyshire, a 
Combat Medic from 
Bryntirion, and the 
grandson of Angela 
Bolton, former head¬ 
teacher of Ysgol Castell 
Newydd. 

A total of 120 mem¬ 
bers of 20 Commando 
Brigade paraded into the 
House of Commons, 
accompanied by the 
Band of the Grenadier 
Guards to be welcomed 
by MPs. They then 
attended a reception. 

Madeleine Moon said: 
“It was a great pleasure 
to meet a constituent 
ay2@sky.com) or Laura 


among the group, and to 
hear about the experi¬ 
ences of him and his col¬ 
leagues while serving in 
Afghanistan. 

“As a combat medic. 
Private Derbyshire is on 
the frontline in the event 
of one of his colleagues 
needing medical atten¬ 
tion. He also offered 
medical help to Afghan 
civilians. 

“His commitment and 
bravery, in the face of 
difficult situations we 
can only imagine, are 
inspiring. 

“The day was 
Parliament’s way of con¬ 
veying our thanks to the 
personnel and by exten¬ 
sion to their families ,for 
the hard work during 
operations and their self¬ 
less dedication. 

“Many of them had 
spent a long time away 
from home and this was 
a small way of showing 
our appreciation.” 


Disabled Association’s fishing 
spectacular is voted a success 




■liJ 


Ryan Woodridge of 
Ysgol Bryn Castell 


Karen Tregoing, 
daughter of Byron 
Morgan, presenting the 
Cup to the captain of 
the winning team. 


Music society's 
concert for 
the Eisteddfod 


On Sunday, JunelT, 
Tabernacl Music 
Society held a 
delightful summer 
concert at 
Tabernacl, 
Bridgend, to raise 
funds for the 
National Eisteddfod 
in the Vale of 
Glamorgan later 
this year. 

The choir, directed by 
Kevin Adams and 
accompanied on piano 
and organ by Steven 
Burgess, sang a variety 
of songs in English and 
Welsh. Their programme 
included spirituals, tradi¬ 
tional and modern, as 
well as familiar folk¬ 
songs such as 
‘Bugeilio’r Gwenith 
Gwyn’. At the end of the 
first half, the choir was 
joined by sixth former 
Sophie Gregory from 
Treorchy to perform 
Arwel Hughes’ 

‘Gweddi’. 

While the choir sang 
in Latin, Sophie carried 
the Welsh melodic line 
beautifully, her voice 
having the range and 
depth required for a 
moving performance. 

Tabernacl Choir was 
supported by 
‘Minnesingers’ and 
‘Champagne Elutes’. 
Minnesingers are a small 
group of men from 
Pontyclun, directed by 
Meryn Williams, who 
also accompanied them. 

Their programme var¬ 
ied from spirituals with a 
touch of barber-shop, to 
modem Welsh songs 
such as ‘Yfori’, as well 
as traditional English 
madrigals and the 
favourite ‘Y 
Tangnefeddwyr’, a chal¬ 
lenge for a small group. 


The group produced 
soloists when needed 
and each item was per¬ 
formed confidently and 
with great musicality. 
The audience much 
appreciated their versa¬ 
tility. 

There are four 
‘ Champagne Elutes ’, 
Sheila Adams, Vanessa 
Bryant, Karen Hnyda 
and Lynda Jeffery, each 
one a teacher of wood¬ 
wind in local schools, 
who joined together 
about five years ago. 

Much of their reper¬ 
toire is specially 
arranged for them, as 
original work for four 
flutes is scarce. To that 
end, one of the items 
they played was com¬ 
posed by Kevin Adams, 
Movement One of a 
Elute Quartet. 

The rest of their pro¬ 
gramme contained lyri¬ 
cal pieces, as well as 
some that older listeners 
recognised, such as 
‘Parade of the Tin 
Soldiers’ and ‘Little Red 
Monkey’, the signature 
tune to a Sunday night 
serial from the 1950s. 

Champagne Elutes 
also accompanied the 
ladies of Tabernacl choir 
when they sang ‘Lift 
Thine Eyes’ from 
Mendelssohn’s Elijah’ - 
a sustained and serene 
performance. 

The concert ended fit¬ 
tingly when all the per¬ 
formers and the audience 
joined together to sing T 
Rowland Hughes’ and 
Arwel Hughes’ great 
hymn: ‘Tydi a 
Rhoddaist’. 

Tabernacl’s next con¬ 
cert will be on 
December 9 when the 
choir will sing Karl 
Jenkins’ ‘The Armed 
Man ’. Eira Paskin 


ON a pleasant 
sunny day on June 
13, members of the 
Bridgend and 
District Disabled 
Association were 
supervised a fishing 
competition at 
Seven Oaks fishery, 
Ystradowen, 
Cowbridge. 

Our thanks go to the 
owners of Seven Oaks, 
for hosting the event. 

Taking part were 24 
children and adults in 
total, comprising six in 
each team from 
Heronsbridge School, 
Bridgend, Ysgol Bryn 
Castell, Bridgend, 
Pencoed School and the 
Valleys Gateway Day 
Centre, Sarn. 

The competition 
proved to be so special 
and enjoyable for every¬ 
one, with a marquee set 
up by the Rotary Club 
and refreshments pro¬ 
vided. 

The theme of the day 
was to create a carnival 
atmosphere with some 


helpers dressed up in 
cowboys and Indians 
outfits. This added to the 
excitement and success 
of the 24 competitors, 
who each caught two 
fish for a total of 48 fish 
landed on the day. 

The overall result was 
extremely close and the 
winner was based on the 
weight of fish caught by 
each of the four teams 
participating: 

Heronsbridge School 
- total weight 12^/4 lb; 
Ysgol Bryn Castell - 
total weight 12^/4 lb; 
Pencoed School - total 
weight 13^/2 lb; Valleys 
Gateway Day Centre - 
total weight 13^/4 lb. 

The chairman of the 
association, Mr Ralph 
Merchant, awarded spe¬ 
cial medallions to the 
individual team member 
who recorded the heavi¬ 
est bag of two fish. 

The winners were: 
Heronsbridge, Rhys 
Edwards; Ysgol Bryn 
Castell, Ryan 

Woodridge; Pencoed 


School, Kyle Cranford; 
Valleys Gateway Centre, 
Laura Goldsmith. 

The main presenta¬ 
tion of the day ‘The 
Byron Morgan Cup,’ 
was proudly handed to 
the captain of the win¬ 
ning team. Valleys 
Gateway Centre by 
Karen Tregoing, the 
daughter of Byron 
Morgan, who congratu¬ 
lated the team on their 
success. 

The committee of the 
Bridgend Pishing for the 
Disabled Association 
undertakes similar 
events once a month 
throughout the year. 

This is a most 
rewarding experience in 
assisting members of the 
community, and volun¬ 
teers are always wel¬ 
comed to assist for two 
to three hours on the 
day. 

Por anyone interest¬ 
ed, fishing experience is 
not essential. Contact 
Mr R Merchant on 
01656 660683. 

JD 


Story time and treats 
for children at library 



ABOVE: Children listen i 
A CHILDREN’S party was held 
at Betws Library to celebrate 
National Bookstart Week, when 
they enjoyed treats donated by 
Tesco Maesteg and Flying Start, 
before listening to stories and dec¬ 
orating fairy cakes. 


a story at Betws Library. 

“National Bookstart Week 
encourages families to enjoy 
books with their children from as 
early an age as possible, by offer¬ 
ing free books to all children 
before they start school,” a 
spokesman explained. 


Quiz posers 


1) What title was given 
to the eldest son of the 
King of France? 

2) What were sup¬ 
porters of James II and 
his Stuart descendants 
called? 

3) Who in 1984 was 
the last cricketer to 
score over a 1,000 runs 
and take 100 wickets in 
an English first-class 
season? 

4) On September 
30th 1955, if Donald 
Turnupseed escaped 
with minor facial 


injuries driving a Ford 
Tudor and passenger 
Rolf Wutherich sur¬ 
vived with several bro¬ 
ken bones - which 
famous celebrity was 
pronounced dead on 
arrival at hospital? 

A RUDGE 
(for Quiz League) 
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PARK 

WALKS 

Park rangers have 
planned two free 
events at Bryngarw 
Country Park and 
Bedford Park. 

On Sunday, July 1, 
guided ramblers open to 
all ages take place in 
Bryngarw, Brynmenyn 
and at Bedford Park, 
Cefn Cribwr on Sunday, 
July 8. Both rambles 
start at 11am and last 
approximately an hour 
and a half. 
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Maesteg rallies 
to Friends’ 50th 
fete for hospital 



ABOVE: cake in the shape of the hospital! 


BRILLIANT sun¬ 
shine greeted the 
crowds who turned 
out for the 50th 
anniversary of the 
Maesteg Hospital 
League of Friends 
summer fete, which 
was held this year 
at the Celtic Club 
in Garth on June 
20 . 

The car park housed 
the fairground rides, 
bouncy castle, food out¬ 
lets and games, while 
the large hall and 
lounge were filled with 
various stalls and attrac¬ 
tions for young and old. 

It became a bit of a 
squeeze as everyone 
vied to bag a bargain 
from the many stalls, 
but refreshments were 
available and the cakes 
and pasties provided by 
Talgarth Bakery were 
soon snapped up by 
hungry visitors. 

A choir of youngsters 
from Garth Primary 
School, together with 
their teacher, Ceri 
Hodgson, came along to 
sing a number of songs, 
and they received a 
great ovation from 
everyone in the hall. 

The ‘groundworks’ 
crew, who are installing 
the Market Garden in 
Caerau, attracted many 
visitors to their stall, 
where children planted 
pumpkin seeds and had 


a go on the ‘electricity 
bike’. 

Maria and Roy 
George of Maria’s Cafe 
in Commercial Street 
came up with the idea 
of making a cake in the 
shape of the hospital 
(see photo, above). This 
was then raffled and 
raised a fantastic £232 
for the fund. 

Staff and young peo¬ 
ple from Maesteg 
Comprehensive School 
constructed a rugby 
game, Maesteg Lions 
came along with their 
teddy bear stall, and the 
glitter tattoos and face 
painting proved to be 
very popular. 

Mr John Lewis, the 
long time treasurer of 
the league, was unable 
to attend on the day due 
to illness. However, Mr 
Wyn Griffiths, the chair¬ 


man of ABMU Health 
Board, and Mr Ross 
Thomas, Deputy Mayor 
of Maesteg, were there 
to support the event. 

The Maesteg Hospital 
League of Friends com¬ 
mittee would like to 
thank everyone who 
manned the stalls to 
raise money for the hos¬ 
pital, and who con¬ 
tributed so much to 
making the day a huge 
success. 

Also, thanks to the 
committee of the Celtic 
Club, who were so help¬ 
ful in making the venue 
available for the fete. 

And, of course, many 
thanks to the people of 
Maesteg who unfailing¬ 
ly turn out, come rain or 
shine, to support the 
work of their local hos¬ 
pital. 

LW 


KPC Youth scoops £1,950 



ABOVE: KPC Youth are celebrating a grant from the Co-op 
to go towards their Rock School project 


Breast 

screening 

MORE than 2,100 women are 
being offered a free, potentially 
life-saving screening test by 
Breast Test Wales at Pyle 
between June and September. 

Sited at the swimming pool car 
park, the NHS mobile screening 
unit offers free, high-quality 
breast screening by invitation 
only, to women aged 50 and 
above who are registered with 
local GP surgeries. 

Dafydd Snelling, screening 
engagement specialist with 
Breast Test Wales, explained: 
“One in nine women in the UK 
have a lifetime risk of developing 
breast cancer, so early detection 
is vital. ” 

For further information about 
breast screening, visit the Breast 
Test Wales website at: 
www.screeningservices.org.uk/bt 


KENFIG HILL, Pyle and Cornelly 
Youth (KPC Youth) has received 
£1,950 from The Co-operative’s 
Community Fund to continue run¬ 
ning the Rock School Project, 
which encourages young people to 
get involved with music. 

The Community Fund is created by 
members of The Co-operative Group who 
elect to donate all, or part, of their twice- 
yearly dividend payments directly to the 
scheme. The funds are then shared with 
local community projects and groups, such 
as the KPC Youth, across the country. 

Alison Mawby, from KPC Youth, said: 
“We’re delighted that the Co-operative has 
awarded us this generous grant, as the 
Rock School Project was such a success 
last year. Not only does it nurture musical 
talent, but it also builds self confidence and 
team work within the group.” 

“There is around £200,000 available in 
this region, each year, from the Community 
Fund, and we welcome applications from 
local groups and projects for £100 to 
£2,000,” said Jessica Gunther, Co-operative 
spokesperson. 


BRYNTEG STUDENTS ARE WELL- 
VERSED IN PUBLIC ART PROJECT 



ABOVE: Brynteg Comprehensive School students with Rhian Edwards. 


STUDENTS at 
Brynteg 
Comprehensive 
School have been 
working with 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s 
arts development 
team and Bridgend- 
born poet Rhian 
Edwards to develop 
the public artwork 
that is to be installed 
at Cheapside as part 
of the improvements 
being made to the 
area. 

Following a call for 
artists to undertake the 
design work, a shortlist 
was selected and tasked 
to submit their designs. 
After an exhibition of 
the work was held in 
February at the Civic 
Offices in Bridgend, 
David Annand was 
selected for the 
Cheapside Public Art 


Commission to develop 
and finish his artwork 
by October 2012, 
which coincides with 
the completion of the 
upgrading work at 
Cheapside. 

The arts develop¬ 
ment team held a two- 
day workshop with the 
students and Rhian to 


develop three lines of 
poetry which will form 
part of David’s final 
design. Funded by a 
grant under the 
European Convergence 
Programme and man¬ 
aged by BCBC and 
Elbow Room, the art¬ 
work will complement 
physical improvements 


currently being made to 
Cheapside, which 
include new paving, 
street lighting, road 
resurfacing and land¬ 
scaping, aiming to cre¬ 
ate a more attractive 
environment to encour¬ 
age people to visit the 
town centre along this 
route. 


The project at 
Cheapside is part of the 
wider Bridgend Town 
Centre Regeneration 
Programme, which is 
being funded by the 
Welsh Government, the 
European Regional 
Development Eund and 
BCBC. 


BOROUGH VOLUNTEERS 
COLLECT THEIR AWARDS 



ABOVE: Volunteers who were awarded ‘highly commended’ certificates at Bryngarw House, are 
pictured with Janice Gregory AM and Heidi Bennett (in black dress) director of BAVO. 


BRIDGEND county 
borough volunteers 
have been praised 
for their work in 
the community. 

BAVO (Bridgend 
Association of Voluntary 
Organisations) recently 
held a celebration event 
at Bryngarw House in 
Brynmenyn, Bridgend 
attended by Janice 
Gregory AM. ‘Highly 
commended’ certificates 
were presented under the 
Wales Volunteer of the 
Year Awards. 

A spokesperson stated 
that over a million peo¬ 
ple in Wales volunteer or 
help, taking on a wide 
range of tasks and giv¬ 
ing up their time in an 
effort to make Wales a 
better place, yet they 
often receive little, if 
any, recognition. 

Win Griffiths, WCVA 
Chair said: “All our vol¬ 
unteers are an inspiration 
- and the number of 
people nominated each 
year shows us just how 
strong the third sector is 
in Wales.” 

The awards included 
five categories, includ¬ 
ing adults over 25, 
young people under 25, 
a ‘green’ volunteer, 
trustee and group. 

Those that received 
‘Highly commended’ 
certificates were: 
Charlina Bevan John, 
Young person under 25 
(Bridge Mentoring Plus 
Scheme); Victoria Gibbs, 
Adult over 25 (Bridge 


Mentoring Plus 
Scheme); David 
Whitchurch,Young per¬ 
son under 25 (Bridge 
Mentoring Plus 
Scheme); Alice Perkins, 
Young Person under 25 
(Streets Ahead - the 
Wallich); Rob Gillet, 
Adult over 25 (Youth of 
Bettws); Pamela Jenkins, 
Trustee (Youth of 
Bettws); Doug Fraser, 
‘green’ volunteer (The 
Wildlife Trust of South 
and West Wales); Roger 
Marsh, Adult (Wildmill 
Community Life Centre 
Ltd); Parc Supporting 
Families - roup, Clare 
Antony, Young person 
(Parc Supporting 
Families); Katy 
Connelly, Young person 
(Parc Supporting 
Families) and Josephine 
Taylor, Adult (Parc 
Supporting Families). 

Heidi Bennett, 
Director of BAVO, said: 
“We are absolutely 
delighted that 11 local 
volunteers received 
highly commended 
awards across all cate¬ 
gories, and I noted a 
higher number of young 
people were also award¬ 
ed this year, highlighting 
the impact that the Youth 
Volunteering scheme 
‘GwirvoT is having in 
our area.” 

BAVO, which is 
based in Maesteg, has 
over 300 registered vol¬ 
untary organisations 
offering a wide range of 
opportunities. 


Cadet takes on Small 
Ships Race challenge 



Cdt Fit Sgt Cooper (first on left) with the other crew members. 


KENFIG HILL Air Cadet, 

Cdt Fit Sgt Cooper, spent a 
week as a crew member on 
Challenge Wales recently, tak¬ 
ing part in the London to 
Portland Small Ships Race. 

There was a mixture of cadets from 
different Wings, making up a British 
team. 

The event was a huge success for 
all the young trainees taking part and 
something they will remember for a 
very long time, especially as they 
were the winners of the coveted 
Seven Seas trophy. 

There was a chance to meet the 
Countess of Wessex on the Friday 
when she paid the fleet a visit. She 
met and spoke to all of the crews, and 
looked around some of the boats. 

Sail training is a challenging and 
fun way to develop self-confidence 
and change lives. It is not so much 
about learning to sail, but uses the 


experience of being at sea as a means 
to help people learn about them¬ 
selves, discover hidden strengths and 
talents, and understand the value of 
working as a team. 

Participants learn to manage them¬ 
selves and interact with others, dra¬ 
matically boosting their self-aware¬ 
ness and confidence. 

ASTO (Association of Sail 
Training Organisations) exists to pro¬ 
mote sail training and to support the 
provision of opportunities in the 
United Kingdom. 

The money the cadets collect is 
used to fully or part fund activities for 
the cadets. 

So, if ever you see our cadets out 
fundraising, whether it is bag packing 
or door collection in supermarkets, 
please donate if you can, you can be 
assured that the money will help the 
cadets attend events and activities 
they could only otherwise dream of. 

LT 
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Crowds are out in force to enjoy as Kenfig 
Hill Festival Week finishes with a fun day 



Celebrity hairdresser 
shows how it’s done 



Ceri Edwards. ABOVE: The finished look. 



ABOVE: Lee Stafford at 
work on a model. 


LEE STAFFORD, the celebrity hair¬ 
dresser and star of TV shows such as 
Secret Millionaire, The Hairdresser and 
Edward Scissorhands, recently gave a 
demonstration to a sell-out audience of 
more than 140 south Wales hairdressers, 
at the Heronston Hotel, Bridgend. 

The event was organized by Ceri Edwards, pro¬ 
prietor and managing director of Classic Looks 
Training Academy. 

Spectators ranged from salon owners through to 
senior trainees, and they were treated to an in-depth 
look at Lee’s new haircutting collection, as well as 
an insight in to his globe-trotting life. 

Ceri said: “This is the first of many educational 
events that I want to hold in the area, as affordable 


Photographs by 

FRANK SHIPTON 

Mobile - 07790 882925 
Email - frankshipton@mac,com 



ABOVE: The celebrity hairdresser 
gives his thoughts on hair design. 


international class seminars and demonstrations 
only seem to happen outside this area. 

“I feel that the south Wales hairdressers deserve 
to see the best on their doorstep” 


ABOVE: The Kenfig Elyers cheerleaders 
with Madeleine Moon MP, 

Coun Luke Ellis and Coun Kay John. 
BELOW: The Shout over-SOs group with 
Coun Ellis. 


ABOVE: A young beekeeper. 


Photographs by 

NATASHA HIRST. 



ABOVE: It was festival week last week in Kenfig Hill, and it all 
culminated in a fun day at Kenfig Hill RFC^s ground. 

For a report and more photographs, see Richards Sims^ column on page 28. 


Trust chief set to hear of 
Porthcawl SHOUT’s fears 


MEMBERS of Porthcawl 
SHOUT Forum will wel¬ 
come Win Griffiths, the 
chairman of the Abertawe 
Bro Morgannnwg 
University National 
Health Service Trust, at 
their next meeting in 
Trinity Church, Porthcawl 
on Friday, July 6. 

Prior to becoming MP for 
Bridgend, during a political 
career that spanned more than 
three decades, he was a highly- 
respected teacher, holding posts 
in Tanzania, Birmingham and 
Barry, before becoming head of 
history at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School. 

Lor 10 years, he was a mem¬ 
ber of the European Parliament, 
and also served as vice presi¬ 
dent. 

During his 10 years as the 
Member of Parliament for 
Bridgend, Mr Griffiths, who was 
often seen answering questions 
at the ‘despatch box’ in the 
House of Commons, was a Lront 
Bench spokesman for the envi¬ 
ronment and his responsibilities 
included health and social serv¬ 


ices, local government, the coun¬ 
tryside and people with disabili¬ 
ties. He also became the first 
Minister for Children in the UK. 

He has also played a promi¬ 
nent role in health-related volun¬ 
tary organisations such as the 
Royal National Institute for the 
Blind and the Royal National 
Institute for the Deaf, now called 
‘Action for Hearing Loss’. 

Lor several years, he has been 
chairman of the Wales Council 
for Voluntary Action. 

After serving as president of 
the Boys Brigade in Wales for 
10 years, he was made honorary 
president. Mr Griffiths remains 
president of Porthcawl Choral 
Society and Kenfig Hill Male 
Voice Choir, and will feel at 
home at Trinity Church, as he 
also finds time to regularly 
preach at churches throughout 
the Bridgend Methodist Circuit 
as a lay preacher, including 
Trinity. 

Porthcawl SHOUT Lorum 
members have been expressing 
serious concern for some time 
that the inevitable reduction in 
funding for our health service 
will result in severe loss of serv¬ 
ices for local people. 


We read the rumours in the 
press about ‘fears that hours at 
the Princess of Wales A&E 
department could be cut’. 

We even hear rumours that 
‘Neath, Port Talbot Hospital 
could close’, with the added 
pressure that could bring to 
Bridgend. 

We know that discharges from 
our hospital are taking place 
with alarming speed, sometimes 
in the middle of the night, and 
we question whether the addi¬ 
tional support is in place to safe¬ 
guard the interest of our mem¬ 
bers, particularly those who live 
alone. 

This visit of Mr Win Griffiths 
to our forum will be a special 
opportunity, as we anticipate that 
he will let us have his board’s 
vision for the future - and how it 
is intended to safeguard the most 
vulnerable in our community 
from the inevitable changes 
which will need to be made. 

Members, associate members 
and non members are welcome 
to attend. 

CLIVE MORT 
Honorary Secretary 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS 




NORTH BBTOGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 lyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 


Two choirs 
I WENT to the 
concert organised 
by the Maesteg 
League of Friends 
in Maesteg Celtic 
Club last Friday 
with two contrast¬ 
ing choirs taking 
part, the Maesteg 
Gleemen male 
voice and 
Harmony ladies 
choir. 

The witty compere 
for the evening was 
Anthony Bwye. 

The Gleemen under 
their musical director 
Alun Hodges and 
accompanist Suzanne 
Best started proceedings 
with, ‘Llanfair’ and 
other varied items, sung 
with panache. 

They were followed 
by ‘Harmony’ under its 
musical director and 
accompanist Wendy 
Murphy, this was a 
choir I hadn’t heard 
before and they were 
great. 

Their repertoire 
included the Duke 
Ellington hit, ‘It don’t 
mean a thing’, and 
Bette Midler’s hit ‘From 
a distance.’ 

Then came young 
soprano Lauren Coates 
junior winner of the 
Bridgend young singer 
of the year competition. 

She sang without the 
help of microphones 
‘On my own’ from Les 
Miserables and the Eva 
Cassidy hit ‘The water 
is wide’. 

Then Harmony 
returned with more con¬ 
trasting items including 
Karl Jenkins’s 
‘Adiemus’. 

The interval was fol¬ 
lowed by the chair of 
the League of Friends, 
John Thomas, being 
presented with a cheque 
from Asda supermarkets 
representatives for 
£1,143, which the 
Maesteg store had 
raised following the 
Welsh Government 
decree on the sale of 
plastic carrier bags for 
5p each. 

The Gleemen 
returned with John 
Denver’s hit ‘Perhaps 
Love’, and tenor soloist 
Stuart Bevan sang 
‘Bring him home’ from 
Les Miserables. 

It transpired that 
Stuart’s grandson, 
Kieran, had flown out to 
join the conflict in 
Afghanistan the day 
previous. 

He is due to return in 


October. The choir sang 
the lovely Welsh hymn 
‘Bendigedig’, and tenor 
Dave Little sang verses 
from ‘The white rose’. 

Winner of the 
Bridgend young singer 
of the year’s senior sec¬ 
tion, Sebastian Waters, 
who joined the choir in 
another Welsh song, 
‘Cartref.’ 

‘Harmony’ then sang 
three more songs fol¬ 
lowed by Sebastian who 
performed ‘Only you’ 
from Bryan May’s 
Queen hit musical We 
will rock you, and 
Anthem from Chess. 

The Gleemen, with 
bass soloist Michael 
Reglin, sang 
‘Somewhere my Love’. 

MP for Ogmore, 

Huw Irranca-Davies, 
spoke on the achieve¬ 
ments of the League of 
Friends which had been 
formed to raise money 
to help Maesteg 
Hospital 50 years ago. 

In that time, it has 
donated £300,000 to the 
hospital for the benefit 
of staff and patients. 

The Gleemen emded 
a wonderful concert 
with ‘Tydi a Roddaist,’ 
followed by the audi¬ 
ence standing to sing 
the Welsh National 
Anthem. 

Condolences 

I WOULD like to 
extend sympathy to the 
family on the recent 
passing of Coun 
Christopher 
Michaelides, one of the 
longest serving council¬ 
lors on Bridgend CBC 
who had served the 
community of Betws 
for 25 years. 

In the last year, he 
had been the Mayor of 
the council, and his last 
ojficial engagement was 
at the Mayor’s charity 
dinner at which he 
thanked everyone for 
their donations in sup¬ 
porting his chosen char¬ 
ities of GLAZE the pros¬ 
trate charity, the Stroke 
Association and 
Bridgend County Riding 
for the disabled. 

School sports 

OGMORE Vale pri- 



Lauren Coates, 
chorister. 


mary school, sports 
day will be on 
Thursday, July 5 on 
the sports field (weath¬ 
er permitting) for 
pupils in Key Stages 1 
and 2 (years 1-6). 

The format has been 
changed and the school 
will organise a range of 
events, including sprint, 
hurdles, distance run, 
relays, javelin, discus 
and shot putt in its own 
‘2012 Olympics’. 

Events: 10am - 
Opening Ceremony; 

10.15am-l 1.30am - 
Key Stage 2 heats; 

11.30am-1pm - Key 
Stage 1 races and pres¬ 
entation to winning 
team; 

1.30pm-2.30pm - 
Key Stage 2 finals and 
presentation to winning 
team. 

Football 

training 

WYNDHAM Boys and 
Girls Club has football 
training for the under- 
8s and 11s each 
Thursday (6pm-7pm) 
weather permitting at 
the Planka. 

The club is holding a 
parents evening on July 
2 to which everyone is 
welcome. At present 
there is no football team 
for the under-12s 
because of lack of play¬ 
ers. 

Pen-y-Fai 
WI report 

PRESIDENT Jean 
Griffiths opened the 
recent meeting of Pen- 
y-Eai WI, and gave 
birthday greetings to 
members who had cel¬ 
ebrated in the last 
month. 



Sebastian Waters, 
solo part. 

Members were asked 
to put their names for¬ 
ward for WI Federation 
events. 

These include a quiz 
night in the Hi Tide, 
Porthcawl on September 
20 . 

The WI will be hosts 
at the next Link gather¬ 
ing and members were 
asked to submit ideas 
for events in the sugges¬ 
tion box. 

Jean then introduced 
the speaker Lorna 
Davies, a nurse from the 
Sandville Self Help 
Centre. 

Loma described heal¬ 
ing and beneficial 
effects of reflexology, 
head massage and the 
centre’s motto of 
‘laughter and humour 
kills the tumour’. 

She had brought a 
display of crystals and 
described their various 
benefits. 

Sue Davies gave a 
vote of thanks, and 
reminded members of 
the day trip on July 23 
to Dewstow gardens in 
Monmouthshire, which 
had been created by Mr 
H R K Oakley, a direc¬ 
tor on the Great Western 
Railway at the end of 
the 19th century. 

Members would also 
be going to Veddw 
House with its garden 
created over the last 20 
years, by one of 
Britain’s most influen¬ 
tial gardeners, Anne 
Wareham, helped by 
Charles Hawes. 

The next meeting on 
July 16 will be in the 
form of a street party. 



MEMORIES OF PORTHCAWLS 
VERY OWN DAD S ARMY... 


D r Jonathan 
Nicks is not 
entirely cor¬ 
rect (The GEM, 
June 14) when he 
states that The 
Home Guard com¬ 
prised local volun¬ 
teers ineligible for 
military service 
owing to age. 

I joined the 9th 
Battalion of the 
Monmouthshire Home 
Guard in early 1942, 
aged 17, prior to receiv¬ 
ing call-up papers later 
that year following my 
18th birthday. 

I joined The Panteg 
and Griffithstown 
Company in the 


Pontypool area. 

The local drill hall, 
usually the base of the 
Panteg Battery, RA, was 
originally formed in 
1860 as part of the first 
Monmouthshire 
Artillery Volunteer 
Corps. 

The Battery, which 
had a distinguished his¬ 
tory, was selected for 
service in the Boer War 
(1899-1902), when my 
grandfather was 
Regimental Bandmaster, 
followed by action dur¬ 
ing the 1914-18 War 
and Second World War, 
after landing on 
Arromanches Beach on 
June 27, 1944. 

As a choirboy attend¬ 
ing the parish church of 


St Hilda’s on Sunday 
September 3, 1939,1 
remember the vicar 
sending the packed con¬ 
gregation home after 
being handed a note that 
we were at war with 
Germany. 

The officers and men 
of The Panteg battery 
were on church parade 
and quickly formed up 
outside the church, and 
were quickly marched 
to the drill hall. 

Very soon, they were 
on operational duty, and 
would not return until 
after 1945. 

Thus the Panteg and 
Griffithstown Company 
Home Guard inherited 
the vacant drill hall, 
with its excellent parade 
ground and facilities, 
including lock-up provi¬ 
sion for artillery field 
guns. 

My experience in the 
Home Guard was very 
much like the TV series 
‘Dad’s Army’. 

I remember the 
names of the officers. 
Major Jacobs, a gram¬ 
mar school master, was 
the CO; Lieut Arthur 
Vaughn, wearing the 
1914-18 medals, was 
my class teacher in 
1936. 

The CSM was Frank 
Rennels, a local monu¬ 
mental mason. 

He was a cross 
between Sgt Wilson and 
Godfrey in the TV 
series, always polite, 
addressing men as 
‘Private’ due, no doubt, 
to his professional man¬ 
ner when dealing with 
the bereaved. 

Finally, the Company 
Quartermaster Sgt was 
Flew Lewis, a well 
known milkman and 
family butcher. 

I do recall one amus¬ 
ing incident which was 
so typical of ‘Dad’s 
Army’. 

The company had 
been ordered to the 
nearby mountain, fol¬ 


lowing reports that a 
German Luftwaffe air¬ 
craft had dropped a 
bomb. 

In a neighbouring 
street I could see one of 
our chaps, Charlie 
Hawthorne, emerging 
from his house with 
rifle, bayonet, gas mask, 
ammunition pouches 
filled with live 303. 
ammunition, while his 
distraught wife clung to 
his arm, reluctant to see 
her Charlie going to 
war. 

However, it had a 
happy ending as Charlie 
was back in two hours; 
a regular army 
Ordnance disposal unit 
had beaten us to it, and 
made the device safe. 

Looking back 70 
years since the bomb 
scare, I now realise 
what the bomber was up 
to. 

Just a five-minute 
walk from the Drill 
Hall, and about a mile 
as the crow flies from 
the incident, was locat¬ 
ed the important steel 
works of Baldwin (Ltd) 
Panteg. 

That must have been 
the target. 

On November 5, 

1942,1 reported to the 
14th Welsh Training 
batallion, at Heath 
Camp, Cardiff, on the 
site which is now 
University Hospital of 
Wales. 

Along with hundreds 
of other recruits, we 
would be trained by 
instructors from all 
three of the former 
Welsh regiments; South 
Wales Borderers, Royal 
Welsh Fusiliers and the 
Welch Regiment. 

I soon realised that 
the cosy world of The 
Home Guard was over, 
and worse, my liberty 
was gone for the dura¬ 
tion of the war. 

IDRIS BERRY 
Porthcawl 


MP hacks Heart 
Rhythm Week 



Bridgend MP Madeleine Moon is lending her 
support to Heart Rhythm Week 2012. 


MADELEINE 
MOON, MPfor 
Bridgend, has lent 
her support to 
Heart Rhythm 
Week 2012 by sign¬ 
ing the Atrial 
Fibrillation pledge. 

The event was organ¬ 
ised by the Atrial 
Fibrillation Association 
(ALA) and Arrhythmia 
Alliance, to raise aware¬ 
ness of a condition 
affecting as many as 
500,000 people in the 
UK and about 10 per 


cent of those over 75. 

She stated: “AF is 
associated with a five¬ 
fold increase in stroke 
risk and costs the NHS 
£1.8billion per year. It is 
important that we get on 
top of this problem and 
raise awareness of the 
signs and symptoms of 
AF.” 

For more information 
visit: 

http://WWW. aaaw. org. uk/ 
heart-rhythm-checklist, 
or: http://www.atrialfib- 
rillation.org.uk/, or: 
http ://www. p reventaf- 
strokecrisis.org/. 
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ADAM DANCES TO HIS BIG BREAK! 



ABOVE: Adam Taylor strikes a pose 
on the steps of the museum. 


A YOUNG dancer 
from Bridgend has 
been named 
Vocational 
Qualification (VQ) 
Learner of the Year, 
an award held 
annually to mark 
VQ Day (June 20), 
and celebrate the 
achievements of 
those who have 
excelled in practical 
and work-related 
learning. 

Adam Taylor (18), 
was commended for his 
enthusiasm and passion 
for dance, something 
which has already won 
him a number of acco¬ 
lades, both at the nation¬ 
al Eisteddfod and on 
Channel 5’s Don’t Stop 
Believing programme. 

He has also been 
recognised with a 
£60,000 scholarship to a 
prestigious London 
dance school. 

The budding dancer 
was presented with his 
award by former rugby 
star Jonathan Davies at a 
high-profile awards cere¬ 
mony at the National 
Museum of Wales, 
Cardiff. 

Adam said: “I’m 
delighted to have won 
the award. It was a mas¬ 
sive shock but I’m really 
pleased. 

“I started dancing at 
the age of 12 and fell in 
love with it. A few peo¬ 
ple said they thought I 
had the talent to turn it 
in to a career, so I decid¬ 
ed to go for it and 
enrolled at Bridgend 


College. 

“While I was there, 
my tutors suggested I 
apply for the Bird 
School of Performing 
Arts in London. There 
were more than 20,000 
applicants, but I was one 
of the lucky ones award¬ 
ed a scholarship and I 
am loving every minute. 

“After I’ve finished 
training. I’ve set my 
sights on performing in 
the West End for a few 
years, but then I’d love 
to come back to Wales to 
set up my own dance 
school in Bridgend.” 

Adam also featured 
on TV through his mem¬ 
bership of the 
TrueDynamix vocal 
dance group which 
reached the final of 
Channel 5’s talent search 
programme, Don’t Stop 
Believing. 

VQ Day is held annu¬ 
ally to celebrate the suc¬ 
cess of tens of thousands 
of people across Wales 
who successfully 
achieve vocational quali¬ 
fications, in a wide vari¬ 
ety of subjects such as 
carpentry, beauty thera¬ 
py and childcare. 

A Bridgend College 
spokesman said: 
“Bridgend College was 
well represented on the 
shortlist, with engineer 
Scott Kihlberg (22) from 
Penarth, children’s care 
and development work¬ 
er, Sian Preddy (37) 
from Bridgend, who 
overcame profound deaf¬ 
ness to achieve top 
marks in her foundation 
degree course. Both 
were in contention for 
the prestigious award.” 


RIGHT: 
Adam Taylor 
with Scott 
Kihlberg and 
Sian Preddy 
at the awards 
ceremony in 
the National 
Museum of 
Wales 
in Cardiff. 



Bus access for mobility 
scooters move welcomed 


THE BRIDGEND MP, 
Madeleine Moon, has wel¬ 
comed a new code of con¬ 
duct for the carriage of 
mobility scooters on low 
floor buses. 

The lack of legislation in this 
area has created somewhat of a 
grey area for those wishing to use 
public transport. 

The scheme aims to introduce 
a permit for mobility scooters, 
based on whether they are appro¬ 
priate to be carried on a bus. 

They will have to be a class 
two model and will have to satis¬ 
fy various conditions, including 
total weight, turning circle and 
total size. 

Those who wish to obtain a 
permit will also have to demon¬ 
strate their ability to safely use 


their vehicle on a bus. 

The MP commented: “Access 
to public transport for disabled 
people is often difficult, making 
even the most simple of journeys 
expensive and complicated. 

“At a recent conference I 
attended, organised by the 
Bridgend Coalition for Disabled 
People, the expense of taxis, the 
difficulty of getting around, and 
the hostility many disabled peo¬ 
ple faced from bus drivers and 
passengers were the main causes 
of concern. 

“This is a welcome move by 
bus companies, and I hope this is 
a first step towards making public 
transport accessible to everyone. 

“Deciding on a whim to go to 
the shops, meet friends, getting to 
work or to an important medical 
appointment is something most 


able-bodied people give very lit¬ 
tle thought to. 

“Lor disabled people, this rep¬ 
resents a daily, frustrating and 
often expensive challenge. While 
Article 9 of the UN Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities requires member 
states to ensure to persons with 
disabilities access, on an equal 
basis with others, to transporta¬ 
tion, we are some distance from 
achieving integrated transport 
system that works for everyone.” 

For more information, call the 
first traveline on 08712002233 
or visit www.traveline.info. To 
obtain ‘permit for travel’ contact 
First South West and Wales, 
Natasha Tagholm, Enterprise 
House, Eastern road, Bristol, 
BS5 ODZ or call 0117 3736671. 


PGIi Paul Gentile Jewellers pQ 


BARRY 


lo 



King Square 
BARRY 
CF62 8HB 

01446 746871 


We also offer o wedding ring 
design service. 

With your imagination and 
our expertise 

we are able to craft a ring that 
is exclusive and unique to you. 


WWW.PAULGENTILE JEWELLERS.CO.UK 
Visit our website and register your details for: 

• Entry into our free monthly draw 

• Exclusive online offers to registered users 


lfacebook.com/PGJewellers 


I @PG Jewellers 
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SUMMER EVENT 
AT PAUL GENTILE'S 
BARRY 


SAT 30th JUNE 


NEW RANGE OF PENDANT 
& CHARM COLLECTIONS 
IN STORE NOW 

COME ALONG AND JOIN 
US ON OUR FUN DAY 


GOODY BAGS, FREE RAFFLE 
AND A BEAUTIFUL 

GIFT WITH EVERY PURCHASE OF 

ON THE DAY 


NIBBLES & 
DRINKS FOR ALL 
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Bridgend man recognised 
for his voluntary work... 

helping to change the lives of deaf 
and hard-of-hearing people 



ABOVE: Lynne Sheehy, corporate responsibility manager at Legal and General; volunteers 
Matthew Skinner, John Claridge, Ken Morris, Joan Fisher, Tom Dawes and Paul Williamson, 
with Richard Williams, director of Action on Hearing Loss Cymru. 


THE immense contribution of a 
Bridgend volunteer was recognised 
recently, at Action on Hearing Loss 
Cymru’s annual volunteer awards cere¬ 
mony in Cardiff. 


Local family 
offer Bridgend 
hospital triple 
{volunteer) help! 



ABOVE (left to right): 

Nicola Gash, Vilma Brown and Libby Gash. 


THREE genera¬ 
tions of one family 
are helping at the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend, 
by giving up their 
time to do volun¬ 
tary work there. 

Vilma Brown began 
volunteering on the 
reception desk seven 
years ago. Seeing how 
much she enjoyed it, her 
daughter, Nicola Gash, 
and grand-daughter, 
Libby Gash, joined the 
teams on the Stroke 
Ward and Clinical 
Decision Unit. 

Vilma, aged 73 and 
from Bridgend, said: “I 
began volunteering 
because I wanted to help 
patients. I realise how 
difficult and stressful it 
can be for people attend¬ 
ing appointments or vis¬ 
iting loved ones in hos¬ 
pital. 

“I really enjoy the 
role, welcoming people 
and providing them with 
a friendly face when 
they first arrive.” 

Libby, who is 17 and 
also from Bridgend, 
added: “For some time 
now. I’ve wanted to pur¬ 


sue a career in medicine. 

“Working as a volun¬ 
teer has given me the 
experience and confi¬ 
dence to approach and 
help people. 

“I couldn’t have asked 
to work in a friendlier 
department. The patients 
and staff have been so 
welcoming. 

“I would strongly 
encourage others to 
become a volunteer. It is 
one of the most reward¬ 
ing experiences, know¬ 
ing you’ve helped make 
a patient feel more com¬ 
fortable in their time of 
need.” 

Paul Jones, the head 
of patient experience, 
said: “It is wonderful to 
have three generations of 
one family volunteering 
at the Princess of Wales 
Hospital. 

“These three ladies 
are a great example of 
the commitment we see 
from people in our com¬ 
munity who want to sup¬ 
port others.” 

For information on 
volunteering at the hos¬ 
pital, contact 01656 
753781, or e-mail vol- 
unteercentre@wales.nhs 
.uk. 


John Claridge was among six individual 
Action on Hearing Loss Cymru volunteers, and 
a further team of 29 volunteers, who were pre¬ 
sented with awards to mark their tireless com¬ 
mitment in contributing to the charity’s volun¬ 
teering project work, providing advice, help and 
support to people in Wales who are deaf or hard 
of hearing. 

John was presented with the ‘Champion of 
the Cause’ award. A volunteer for the past seven 
months, and a hearing aid wearer himself, John 
has been instrumental in carrying out important 
research into the accessibility of service 
providers across Wales, including post offices. 

Speaking at the awards ceremony, which took 
place at the Cardiff City Stadium, Action on 
Hearing Loss Cymru director, Richard 
Williams, said: “We’re delighted to recognise 
the tremendous impact that volunteers like John 
bring in, providing essential support to deaf and 
hard of hearing people.” 

Air ambulance 
attends incident 
on Kenfig Beach 


The Wales Air 
Ambulance 
received a call-out 
to Kenfig beach on 
Saturday, June 23, 
to attend an inci¬ 
dent involving a 
motorbike. 

The air ambulance 
arrived on the scene at 
4.40pm and began to 
treat a 40-year-old man 
who had sustained a leg 
injury after falling off 
his motorbike. 

The crew worked 
together with the 
Porthcawl Coastguard to 
help get the patient 
quickly into the aircraft 
due to the rising tide. 


He was then taken to 
Morriston Hospital in 
Swansea, leaving the 
scene at 5pm, and land¬ 
ing at the hospital at 
5.10pm. 

Jason Williams, oper¬ 
ations manager, said: 
“Wales Air Ambulance 
is able to land close to 
patients in remote loca¬ 
tions such as beaches to 
allow for quick treat¬ 
ment and transfer to the 
best hospital for their 
injuries. 

“We were able to 
complete this mission 
within the golden hour, 
and I’d like to thank the 
Porthcawl Coastguard, 
who were fantastic with 
us on scene.” 


WEs sombre talk 


THE June meeting 
of Laleston WI 
began with a visit 
by Mr V Head, who 
spoke about the 
2011 earthquake in 
New Zealand - his 
subject being 
‘Christchurch and 
the aftermath’. 

His report and slides 
of the devastation were 
harrowing, and it is 
obvious that there is a 
great deal of work to be 
done. 

Members had attend¬ 
ed the first meeting of 
the newly renamed 
Jubilee Link, which was 
hosted by Mynydd 
Cynffig WI. The first 


part of the evening was a 
showing of slides of past 
royal wedding groups 
and after a lovely tea, 
entertainment was pro¬ 
vided by a mixed choir. 

The Jubilee Link 
comprises Mynydd 
Cynffig, Laleston, 
Aberkenfig and Pen-y- 
fai, who were attending 
for the first time since 
joining the group. 

The monthly reading 
group met at Pyle 
Library and the luncheon 
group visited Pantruthyn 
Farm for the first time. 

The next monthly 
meeting will be on July 
5, the last before the 
summer break. JR 


A Popular Choice 

Park Crescent, Barry... 


Customer service key 
for family businesses 


T he Park 

Crescent and 
Romilly area 
is at the heart of 
Barry’s West End, 
with businesses pro¬ 
viding niche servic¬ 
es for the town’s 
community. 

Here the emphasis is 
on family concerns giv¬ 
ing that extra individual 
attention to customers - 
something national 
chains can find difficult 
to deliver. 

Meryl Hopkin, of 
Room Designs, is cele¬ 
brating the second 
anniversary of her interi¬ 
or design business, 
which in the last two 
years has gone from 
strength to strength. 

Meryl explained: “We 
get lots of recommenda¬ 
tions from people who 
have been so pleased 
with our service that 
they have told their 
friends about us. 

“People appreciate the 
fact that we offer free 
consultations and advice 
before they make the 
decision on what they 
want to do.” 

Room Designs prides 
itself on its friendly, 
helpful staff. 


Meryl added: “To cel¬ 
ebrate our second 
anniversary, we are run¬ 
ning a special offer 
throughout the whole of 
July. 

“If anybody brings in 
our advertisement from 
The GEM they will get 
10 per cent off the 
‘Prestigious Fabrics and 
Wallpaper’ range.” 

For animal lovers, 
Care4Pets is a godsend. 
Alison Moya has been 
providing services for 
pet lovers for 12 years. 

“We started with an 
agency providing ‘home 
boarding’ for dogs so 
that they didn’t have to 
go to kennels, which can 
be stressful. They go to 
the carer’s home. 

“We also provided 
dog walking, house vis¬ 
iting for smaller animals, 
or homes with multiple 
pets - everyone is CRB 
checked.” 

Now, Alison and her 
fully-trained members of 
staff offer dog grooming 
at their salon in Park 
Crescent. 

“We have six 
groomers in all and 
operate six days a week 
from Monday to 
Saturday. 

“We can do all breeds 
and sizes of dogs, and 
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Unisex Haif Salon 

Quality Hairdressing. 
Precision Cutting and Colours. 

Stockists of Schwarzkopf Products. 
Providing a Friendly Service. 
Booking Advisable 

116c Park Crescent, BARRY 

7^/01446 734666 


FISH & CHIPS • PIES • PASTIES • CURRT^ 

/* " ^ 

Celebrate Jubilee Weekend 

The great British Tradition with... 

HARVEY'S 

Traditional Fish & Chip Bar 

Mon-Sat Lunchtimes & Evenings; Sun 5pm-10pm 
GAP’S SPECIAL 

Fish’n’Chips £3,10 

Large parties catered for 
2 VALE STREET (Off Pork Crescent), BARRY 
Food Hygiene Rating 5 

Tel. 01446 735539 


Markos Asprou 

Gentlemen’s Barbers 
SPECIALISTS IN 

^ Styling & ^ 
Quality Cuts 

20 Park Crescent, BARRY 

Tel: 01446 733349 


poodles are a speciality. 

“An average price for 
a groom would be £25.” 

The salon also sup¬ 
plies lots of ‘doggy’ and 
animal accessories such 
as beds, coats, collars 
and the like. 

Alison is also happy 
to give people advice, 
particularly in the early 
days with puppies when 
people are unsure about 
how to deal with a par¬ 
ticular issue. 

Florantina Florists, 
which is owned by the 
Kellaway family, adds 
that splash of colour to 
Park Crescent. 

John explained: “The 
shop was started by my 
mother and father, Jan 
and Den, 22 years ago. 

“We’re a Barry family 
and provide bouquets for 
anniversaries and birth¬ 
days, and specialise in 
funeral tributes.” 

The shop is a kaleido¬ 
scope of colour, exuding 
the perfume of hundreds 
of flowers. 

Two hundred yards 
further down Park 
Crescent, straight across 
the mini roundabout, and 
onto St Nicholas Road, 
is The Grapevine, a store 
for all those with a pas¬ 
sion for wine - it has its 
own customer car park. 

The Grapevine pro¬ 
vides a great selection of 
wines from around the 
world at prices that more 
than compete with 
national supermarkets. 

Added to that, Alan 
Petersen and the staff 
will offer expert opin¬ 
ions on what wine will 
be the best to lighten the 
mood of an evening or 
complement a meal with 
friends. 

The staff are qualified 
in the General Wine 
Certificate of 
Knowledge too. 

There’s a huge choice 
of chilled wines, beers 
and cider - but a lot 


more besides. 

Alan explained: “We 
now have an additional 
general convenience 
section which means 
people can pick up 
things like bread and 
milk, and we have a 
‘deli’ selection too with 
cold meats, cheeses, 
bacons, sausages, hams 
and eggs. 

“We have recently 
made a couple more 
additions to our drinks 
range - Fentimans soft 
drinks and San 
Pellegrino soft drinks.” 

The Grape Vine is 
open every day from 
9.30am to 10pm except 
on Sundays, when it 
opens at 10am and runs 
’til 10pm. 

Other businesses also 
provide valued services 
throughout the daytime 
and evenings. 

The Park public house 
enjoys a steady stream 
of customers who enjoy 
having a drink while 
they watch the afternoon 
racing, or evening crick¬ 
et or football on TV. 

Harvey’s Fish and 
Chips on Vale Street 
helps out busy families 
who want to spare them¬ 
selves the chore of cook¬ 
ing at lunchtime or the 
end of the day. 

It trades across lunch 
hours and from 5pm to 
10pm daily, apart from 
on Sundays. 

The march of super¬ 
market chains means 
that small and medium 
sized retailers need the 
support of the communi¬ 
ty more than ever. 

The Park Crescent, 
Porthkerry Road, and 
Romilly area businesses 
are run by local people 
committed to their cus¬ 
tomers, so next time 
you ’re in the area have a 
browse - you ’ll like the 
things you see and the 
people you ’ll meet. 


Cart 4 Pets 


Professional Home Pet Care 

•iZ •iZ 

6 REQUIRED 6 

Responsible mature 
people for established 
DOG WALK 
in Cowbridge/Bridgend 
area and 

• DOG SITTERS • 
in all areas. 

120 Park Crescent, 
Barry CF62 6HE 


• Home Boarding 

• House Sitting 

• Home Visiting 

• Dog Walking 

• Dog Grooming 

Tel: 01446 744633 
Local rate: 0845 456 5338 
www.care-4-pets.co.uk 


Halls Memorials 

Monumental Sculptors 

Granite, Marble 
& Natural Stone 

The Old Coal Yard, Gaen Street 
BARRY, CF62 6JZ 
01446 410310 

Free brochures 
& quotations 
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Festival week 
A WEEK of festivi¬ 
ties, that began with 
a tour of the com¬ 
munities, by the 
Festival Queen on 
Saturday, June 16, 
concluded with a 
community fun day 
at Kenfig Hill 
Rugby Club on 
Saturday, June 23. 

It was a most suc¬ 
cessful week, in which 
most organisations in 
the community took 
part. 

Everyone had some¬ 
thing that suited their 
taste, including a con¬ 
cert by Kenfig Hill and 
District Male Voice 
Choir in Pisgah Chapel, 
a Compline Service in 
St James ’ Church, 

‘Stars in their Eyes ’ at 
Pyle Rugby Club, a 
martial arts demonstra¬ 
tion in Pyle Life Centre, 
a coffee morning with 
songs from Mynydd 
Cynffig Junior School in 
Elys Ton, ‘Showtime’in 
the Talbot Community 
Centre, open day and 
afternoon tea at the 
KPC Youth Centre, a 
junior cricket tourna¬ 
ment at Mynydd Cynffig 
Junior School, cabaret 
night at Kenfig Hill 
Rugby Club, and a cof¬ 
fee morning with Scope 
in the Rees Centre. 

Everything reached a 
climax on Saturday with 
the community fun day 
at the rugby club, 
opened by local MP 
Madeleine Moon. 

Fortunately, the rain 
kept at bay for everyone 
to enjoy themselves 
with a merry-go-round, 
bouncy castle and a 
trampoline for the chil¬ 
dren and the parents 
able to try out martial 
arts, rifle shooting, 
kicking a football at a 
target and knocking tins 
off a shelf to win a 
prize. 

Many also enjoyed a 
martial arts demonstra¬ 
tion, the welfare cheer 
leaders and mini rugby. 
A Johnny Depp looka- 
like, dressed as Captain 
Jack Sparrow, wandered 
around the field to the 
delight of the children 
(and mums). 

There were also 
many stalls where you 
could win a prize, as 
well as hot dogs, ice 
cream and freshly made 
doughnuts to be had. 

To complete an enter¬ 
taining afternoon for the 
children, the local fire 
fighters turned the hoses 
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on them ,which they 
thoroughly enjoyed! 

The community 
council must be con¬ 
gratulated on hosting 
the festival week. 

However, the festival 
committee, chaired by 
Coun Gina Hooper, are 
worthy of the highest 
praise for their months 
of hard work, which 
ended with such a well 
organised and entertain¬ 
ing festival and fun day. 

Scope 

anniversary 
SCOPE will be cele¬ 
brating 10 years at the 
Rees Centre in Kenfig 
Hill, assisting disabled 
adults to access activi¬ 
ties of their choice in 
the local community, 
on Friday, July 6. 

The centre provides 
projects that enable peo¬ 
ple to live more inde¬ 
pendent lifestyles, 
including sharing art, 
community companions 
and a community cafe. 

To mark the occa¬ 
sion, they are having an 
open day at the centre, 
located behind the 
Talbot Community 
Centre, Prince Road, 
Kenfig Hill, between 
2pm and 4.30pm. 

Among the many 
activities will be Welsh 
dancers, a chair aerobics 
demonstration, face 
painting, a raffle and 
refreshments. 

Everyone is wel¬ 
come, so why not go 
along, enjoy an after¬ 
noon in pleasant sur¬ 
roundings and support 
the marvellous work 
done by Scope at the 
Rees Centre? 

Eor further details, 
telephone 01656 
741166. 

Pupils’ 

awards 

MANY congratula¬ 
tions to the following 
pupils at Mynydd 
Cynffig Junior School 
who were nominated 
for impressing the 
staff at the school last 
week: Elva vos de 
Mooy, class 1; Joshua 
Coombes, class 2; Ola 
Kruk, class 3; Mark 


Underhill, class 4; 
Calvin Gorringe, class 
5; Jacob Hesketh, 
class 6 and Bradley 
Jenkins, class 7. The 
headteacher’s award 
went to Jack 
Underhill. 

Sports day - 
Following the cancella¬ 
tion the previous week, 
the school held a very 
exciting sports day last 
Wednesday, June 20. 
With the weather not 
looking favourable, they 
made what turned out to 
be a good decision. 

Parents and support¬ 
ers turned out in force 
and every pupil per¬ 
formed to the best of 
their ability, which 
resulted in some very 
close finishes. 

At the end of the day, 
it was a close fought 
result, with Mynydd 
Baeden coming first by 
the small margin of five 
points over Mynydd 
Margam, with Mynydd 
Tytalwyn coming third 
and Mynydd Castell 
coming fourth. 

Thanks go to the 
staff and to Mrs Greta 
Rogers for presenting 
the trophies. 

Yet another pupil has 
been developing skills 
outside of the school. 

They have had 
pupils dance at the 02 
Arena in London, play 
rugby for west Wales 
and cricket for west 
Glamorgan, as well as 
many other achieve¬ 
ments. 

The latest pupil to 
gain recognition is Jack 
Underhill, who has been 
playing tennis at 
Swansea Tennis Centre 
since October last year. 

He has been in the 
centre’s junior squad for 
the last three months, 
training for two to three 
hours each week. 
Congratulations to Jack, 
on reaching his first 
final earlier this month. 

Two pupils from the 
school, Senem Akpinar 
and Jack Underhill rep¬ 
resented Bridgend coun¬ 
ty basketball in 
Nottingham recently, 
playing against five 



ABOVE: 

Harold Phillips, clerk to Pyle Community 


Council, relaxes 
other counties. 

Both pupils, who 
captained their side for 
part of the tournament, 
were able to demon¬ 
strate their talents play¬ 
ing against very high 
standard teams. 

Mr Martin Griffiths, 
the leader of the tour, 
was pleased with the 
way the two pupils con¬ 
ducted themselves dur¬ 
ing the weekend. They 
were a credit to the 
school. 

School choir: On 

Tuesday last week, the 
school choir entertained 
the residents and guests 
at Elys Ton. Everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves listening to 
the singing, led by Miss 
Brace. 

The choir also found 
it great fun performing 
in front of the residents 
and also talking to some 
of them afterwards. It is 
hoped that they can 
return in the future for a 
repeat performance. 

Charity donation: 
The school normally 
supports a charity as 
they find it helps chil¬ 
dren to understand the 
needs of others and to 
make a little sacrifice to 
help those less fortunate 
than themselves. 

This year, Mr 
Goldsworthy is aware 
of the wonderful contri¬ 
bution made by every¬ 
one to support of the 
new reading scheme at 
the school. 

However, with the 
help of Kenfig Hill and 
Pyle Community 
Council, he is hoping 
that they can support 
brass teacher Jonathan 
Mainwaring, will be 
attempting to climb 
Mount Kilimanjaro on 
August 19 to raise funds 


with a hot dog... 

for Velindre Cancer 
Centre. He will be trav¬ 
elling with a group of 
friends from Porthcawl, 
who have decided to 
take on this challenge as 
the disease has affected 
many of their families 
and friends. 

Their aim is to raise 
£40,000 for the Velindre 
Cancer Centre. 

Wellbeing 

Centre 

ACTIVITIES being 
held by the Mental 
Health Matters, Wales 
at the Talbot 
Community Centre, 
Prince Road, Kenfig 
Hill, on Wednesday, 
June 27, include per¬ 
son to person with 
Kelly Cox from 
2.30pm to 3.30pm; 
arts and crafts from 
2pm to 4pm, and the 
reading group from 
3pm to 4pm. 

There will also be a 
social afternoon from 
1pm to 5pm. 

Centre AGM 

THE Talbot Centre will 
hold its annual general 
meeting on July 16, in 
the centre, at 2.30pm. 

Parish news 

Sea Sunday: A mem¬ 
ber of the Seamen’s 
Mission will be joining 
the congregation for 
the Sunday morning 
Eucharist on July 8 at 
St Theodore’s Church. 

Summer fayre: This 
year’s summer fayre, 
which will be opened 
by Mr Goldsworthy, 
acting headteacher of 
Mynydd Junior School, 
and will be held at St 
Theodore’s Church on 
Saturday, July 14, start¬ 
ing at 2pm. 

The theme for the 
fayre will be The 
Olympics. 



ABOVE: Stan Rumble with the ladies from SHOUT. 



ABOVE: The Bethel Community Church stall. 



ABOVE: Captain Jack Sparrow pays a visit to the SCOPE tent. 



ABOVE: Kenfig Hill ATC helped with the organisation of the 
community fun day. (This photograph by Natasha Hirst). 
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Book mark 
your views 
on Library 
proposals 


THE public is 
being asked to have 
their say on pro¬ 
posals to create a 
bigger and more 
accessible library 
for Bridgend. 

Bridgend County 
Borough Council wants 
to develop its library 
service and attract a 
wider range of users in 
the future. A wide- 
reaching consultation 
process will run from 
June 29 to September 
21, asking users and 
non-users to give their 
views. 

The council wants to 
explore how it could 
create a more accessible 
library with longer 
opening hours, similar 
to those operating in 
Pyle and the Ogmore 
Valley. That could 
involve moving the cur¬ 
rent Wyndham Street 


library provision to 
Bridgend Recreation 
Centre as part of its 
multi-million pound 
development, where it 
would remain under 
council management. 

The council also 
wants to consider ways 
in which it can improve, 
such as offering a 
greater selection of 
books and lending mate¬ 
rials, boosting activities 
for children and adults, 
providing better ICT 
services, making the 
library fully accessible 
for disabled people. 

Also by introducing 
new facilities which are 
not currently available, 
such as toilets, baby 
changing areas and car 
parking. 

Details of the consul¬ 
tation will be publicised 
in Bridgend Library and 
other public areas, and 
at: www.bridgend.gov.uk 


Pyle and 
Kenfig golf 

ladies’ news 


PYLE and Kenfig 
Golf Club ladies’ 
section hosted very 
successful ladies’ 
and mixed open 
meetings in May. 

The results of the 
ladies’ open were: First 
- Liz Lovell and Jane 
Hines (Langland Bay), 
42 points; Second - B 
Llewellyn and H Young 
(Radyr), 41 points, 
taken on count back 
from E Caveney and C 
Henton (Cardiff), also 
with 41. 

The mixed open 
results were: First - A 
and R Smith (Vale), 43 
points; Second - N and 
C Bevan (Swansea 
Bay), 40; Third on 
countback - Alison 
Evans and Andrew 
Williams (Pyle and 
Kenfig) also with 40 
points. 

The traditional closed 
Bank Holiday mixed 
foursomes was well sup¬ 
ported despite the dis¬ 
mal weather conditions. 
Spirits were lifted by the 
excellent carvery await¬ 
ing the entrants when 
they came in. 

Whinners were: Alison 
Evans and Andrew 
Williams with 39 points; 
Second - Elizabeth 
Attwood and Geraint 
Evans with 38; Third - 
Jackie Jones and Tony 
Forbes, 37. 

The lady captain, Teri 
Ward, organised a three 
clubs and a putter team 
competition to celebrate 


the Queen’s Jubilee. 

All the ladies entered 
into the spirit of the 
occasion by dressing in 
red, white and blue and 
a traditional British tea 
was provided after¬ 
wards. 

The competition was 
won by Teri, Alison 
Hurry and Alison Evans, 
taken on count back 
from Gwyneth Parsons, 
Tina Hoskins and 
Annette Rhys. 

Dianne Hubbard, 
Carol Hutchings and 
Norma Foreman took 
third place. 

The Sinclair Trophy, 
donated by Mrs Kay 
Sinclair, was won by 
Tina Hoskins with 42 
points. In second place 
was Sue Forbes with 39, 
taken on count back 
from Claire Morris. 

Other qualifying 
competition results 
were; the Dennis 
Phillips’ Cup: Winner - 
Cheryl Western; runner 
up - Del Raikes. The 
Joan Jones qualifier: 
Winner - Gaynor 
Lavelle; runner up - 
Jackie Jones. The 
Hilston Trophy (36 
Handicappers’ Cup): 
Winner - Karen Lane; 
runner up - Cheryl Bird. 

Pyle and Kenfig wel¬ 
comes all golfers and 
the course is open all 
year round. Contact: 
secretary® pandkgolf- 
club.co.uk 

ALISON EVANS 


Did you know you 
can read your 
GEM online? 

bridgend-todai;. co. uk 


LIONS CLUB COMMUNITY 
FAYRE A BIG ATTRACTION 


Photographs by 

ANDY WICKS 

Tel: 07855 374478 


IN recent years, the Llantwit Major and 
Cowbridge Lions Club has revived the 
summer community fayre, holding it at 
Llantwit Major Rugby Club and drawing 
visitors from far and wide. 

Although the weather was a little unset¬ 
tled, the event went ahead without disrup¬ 
tion, and the organisers were rewarded 
with an excellent turn-out of stall-holders 
and visitors, who clearly enjoyed the day! 



ABOVE: What’s going on? 

It’s a water melon-eating contest! 




They’re back by popular demand: 

Kenfig’s ‘World in Music’ 


FOLLOWING last year’s 
success, the Kenfig Hill & 
District Male Voice Choir 
is returning to the Grand 
Pavilion, Porthcawl, on 
Saturday July 14, with 
another fast-moving show, 
this year with music from 
around the world in a 
show called: ‘The World 
in Music’. 

The choir will be joined by its 


youth choir ‘Crescendo’, and 
also its newly-formed children’s 
choir ‘Da Capo’. 

Once more, the guest star this 
year will be Eve Sherratt with 
Tony Mullins as compere and 
soloist. The choir has worked 
with both Eve and Tony on many 
occasions and is delighted they 
are able to join them again. 

The night will also see the 
release of the choir’s new album, 
entitled 'Tall as the Pines'. The 
choir is proud to have been able 


to include both Crescendo and 
Da Capo on the album, profes¬ 
sionally recorded in the Ty Cerdd 
Studios in The Millennium 
Centre, Cardiff. 

Last year’s concert was com¬ 
pletely sold out and it is expected 
that tickets will be in even 
greater demand this year. 

Tickets from £8 to £12. 
Remember to book early to avoid 
disappointment. 

HAROLD PHILLIPS, 
chairman 
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GEM sport 


Could the test series whitewash 
pay dividends in the long-term? 


O N the eve of the third and 

final rugby test in Sydney on 
Saturday, caretaker Welsh 
coach Robert Howley mused: ‘‘We 

know what we have to do to beat 
Australia, but there is a difference 
between knowing how to win and 
achieving that aim.” 

Announcing just one change from the sec¬ 
ond test (on the replacements’ bench, where 
hooker Richard Hibbard, whose penalty 
giveaway on the stroke of full time was so 
costly in Melbourne, had made way for Ken 
Owens) Howley added: “r/?e players can take 
some credit for the way they played for the 
large part of the match; but that will be scant 
consolation if they don’t come home with a win 
in the series.” 

His wry remarks were given added weight 
in the wake of yet another frustrating Welsh 
defeat, this time by a single point, which 
completed the Wallaby tour whitewash and 
extended Australia’s dominance over the 
years to 24 wins in 35 matches since the two 
nations first clashed in 1908. 

As the young tourists flew home this week, 
they had justifiable cause to reflect that it 
could well have been Wales celebrating, not 
only their first victory on Australian soil for 
43 years, but even an historic test series of 
their own - such was the narrow margin 
between victory and defeat in all three see¬ 
saw matches - with the result literally in 
doubt right up to the final blast of the refer¬ 
ee’s whistle. 

First came an eight-point loss in the 27-19 
opener at Brisbane, when the Welsh team 
were “caught by surprise” and ultimately 
paid the price for a sluggish first quarter. 

This was followed by a two-point deficit 
(25-23) in Melbourne, when Wales naively 
failed to retain possession, instead kicking 
for position just before the final whistle. 

Finally, came the 20-19 heartbreak finale 
in Sydney, when they again let victory slide 
through their fingers, after 80 minutes of all- 
out endeavour, marred by lack of composure 
and careless indiscipline, which yielded a 
stream of penalties from the inconsistent, 
whistle-happy South African referee, Craig 
Joubert (more of him later). 

The stand-in coach had resisted calls for a 



BACK PAGE COMMENT by Don John 

LEFT: The 
pain of a 
one-point 
defeat in 
Sydney, and 
the loss of 
the series, 
could yet 
prove a spur 
to future 
success 
against the 
Tri nations 
giants. 

having to depart the field of play; and a drop 
goal attempt by outside half Rhys Priestland 
sailing far wide of the uprights. 

The second half followed a similar stop- 
start pattern to the first, thanks to the man 
in the middle with the metaphorical Number 
31 on his back; and Halfpenny had a chance 
to draw Wales level, after yet another penal¬ 
ty award at the scrum - but his long range 
attempt struck an upright and was cleared 
by the defence. 

Their relief did not last long, however - for 
on the hour, with the Welsh forwards batter¬ 
ing away at the hosts’ line, the again out¬ 
standing Ryan Jones, who earlier had to 
leave the field for blood repairs, plunged 
over for a deserved try under the posts, con¬ 
verted by Halfpenny to give Wales a 16-12 
lead. 

Almost immediately, as Wales lowered their 
guard, Australia clawed back a one-point 
lead with an unconverted try; but then 
Welsh scrum pressure told once more, to 
yield three more points for the boot of 
Halfpenny - and a slender 19-17 lead with 
just 10 minutes left on the clock. 

As in the previous test, though, Welsh lack 
of control at a critical juncture coughed up 
yet another punishing penalty, to edge 
Australia 20-19 in front, with time fast run¬ 
ning out. 

That was the signal for Wales to belatedly 
send on the sadly under-used James Hook, 
who made an immediate impact with a typi¬ 
cally instinctive chip-ahead and chase into 
space, easily outstripping defenders, but 



change in the Wales starting line-up to inject 
pace, particularly at half-back - giving a 
vote of confidence to a battling team that 
had, nevertheless, twice narrowly failed to 
prevail against a reshaped Australian side - 
which had seemed there for the taking at the 
start of the tour, particularly after its shock 
defeat to Scotland. 

What turned into rugby’s version of 
‘place-kick ping-pong’, began when Wales 
were penalised after less than four minutes 
and that scourge of the previous two tests, 
outside-half Derrick Barnes, slotted it over. 

Wales’ own ‘Mr Reliable’, Leigh 
Halfpenny, equalised with a penalty of his 
own, before Barnes landed a second penalty. 

Halfpenny promptly retaliated after the 
collapsing Wallaby scrum was penalised (a 
pattern that was endlessly repeated, without 
extreme sanction being applied by a 
bemused and bemusing Mr Joubert!) as 
prop Adam Jones & Co turned the screw on 
the hapless Australian front row. 

Unfortunately, lack of precision was again 
proving the Welsh Achilles heel, with han¬ 
dling errors at the restart and at the lineout 
creeping in, and the referee’s persistent whis¬ 
tle-blowing played an ever more deciding 
role in the outcome. 

The inevitable result? Two more penalties 
for Barnes and one for Halfpenny to make 
the halftime score 12-9 to the hosts. 

In between, came a wonderful breakaway 
move out of defence from Wales, which sadly 
ended with centre Jonathan Davies being iso¬ 
lated; concussed skipper, Sam Warburton, 


unluckily seeing the ball bounce into touch 
with the undefended line at his mercy. 

It was to be Wales’ last throw of the dice, 
as the final whistle signalled the end of a 
match (and a series) that the Grand Slam 
champions know was not so much won by a 
vastly superior, southern hemisphere side, as 
turned on frustrating flaws in their own 
game, which hopefully, can be ironed out by 
experience. 

While talk of ‘learning curves’ and ‘lessons 
to be learned’ is now becoming tediously 
repetitive, it is also true to say that this fast- 
developing young Welsh squad have time on 
their side still, as they build towards Warren 
Gatland’s main goal - the next Rugby 
World Cup - and other prime target mile¬ 
stones along the way. 

More immediately, it will be fascinating to 
see if the painful experience of narrow, last- 
gasp defeats in three tests against a team, 
that after all, is ranked second in the world, 
can translate into a winning streak when the 
two hemispheres next clash in the autumn 
internationals at the Millennium Stadium in 
Cardiff. 

The fact that this prospect can even be con¬ 
templated, is testament to the remarkable 
strides made in the four short years since head 
coach Warren Gatland took over the helm of a 
national team that was once the laughing 
stock of world rugby. 

It is something the critics would do well not 
to forget. 
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PENCOED CELEBRATE GOOD SEASON 


PENCOED first 
team had their pres¬ 
entation night on 
Saturday, June 23, 
with special guest 
speaker Rick 

O’Shea. 

Awards were given out 
and each second team 
player had their own 
Division One champi¬ 
onship medal for win¬ 
ning the league. 

New player/coaches 
Aaron Halse and captain 
Ken Morris will be tak¬ 
ing up some demanding 
roles for the next season 
as Keith Burke and 
Matthew Thomas have 
stepped down from their 
own individual roles in 
the set up. 

Next up for Pencoed is 
Shane Williams’ beach 
rugby tournament on 
July 21 at Swansea, and 
then some friendlies on 
August 11 and 18 at 


Caerphilly and 

Pontyclun. 

Pencoed R.F.C wish to 
thank all who helped and 
supported them over the 
last season. Anyone 
interested in joining the 
team contact the club on 
01656 860152. 

Award winners: player 
of year - Jamie Williams 
(not available for award 
night so secnd team 
Gareth Ward and Tom 
Davies accepted award); 
captain of seconds Justin 
Jones (not available, so 
Gareth Ward accepted 
award; captain’s trophy - 
Ken Morris; top try scor¬ 
er - Aaron Halse; most 
promising player Dan 
Howells; most improved 
player - Liam Halse; 
1,000 point scorer - 
Marc Davies; clubman of 
year - Wil Jones; player 
of year - Keiron Moore; 
players ’ player of year - 
Marc Davies. JH 



Most promising 
player, Dan Howells 



Most improved player Liam Halse 
with Rick O’Shea. 
PHOTOS BY JULIE HANCOCK 


Police rugby training 

SOUTH Wales Police Youth have started training at Waterton 
Cross every Sunday at Ham; current and new players welcome. 

The seniors have also started training at Waterton Cross every Thursday from 
6.30 pm, old and new players welcome. 

KM 


Player of year, 
Keiron Moor. 
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‘The Show 

must go on!’ 

Heavy rain 
fails to dampen 
Fayre Day 


At the fayre day, Lola and Carrianne Pike made a family gift presentation 
of £300 to Byron and Liz Evans ofLlantwit Major First Responders, and 
the local Responders ’ supporter for many years. Vale AM Jane Hutt. 


Have a good night out 
while supporting the success of 
Vale EISTEDDFOD 2012. 

This prestigious Welsh cultural event will 
be bringing 1,000’s of people to the Vale, 
providing a truly great opportunity to 
benefit and promote the area. 

Enjoy ‘A taste of Wales’. 
Fundraising 6 Course Dinner, 
Saturday 7th July, 7.30pm. 


Txxise 

couKcxy tvTccn 


^ r 

ix: 


A welcome glass of Patagonia Wine 
Hundred Year Poached Egg with Wye 
Valley Asparagus 
Taste of The Severn 
Elderflower Champagne Sorbet 
Beef, caramelised red Cabbage, with a 
bone marrow custard & wild garlic Jus 
Local Honey Pannacotta and Penderyn 
infused Raspberries 
Collection of Welsh Cheeses 
Tea or Coffee 

(Vegetarian alternative available on pre request) 

£40.00 per person 

PLUS an auction on the night 

for two sought after tickets 
for the centre aisle at the 
Eisteddfod concert featuring; 

Only Men Aloud, 

Only Boys Aloud, 

Only Vale Kids Aloud 

^ We look forward to your valued support ^ 


To book your table contact: 

01446 792406 

Email: enq@westhouse-hotel.co.uk 
Web: westhouse-hotel.co.uk 


Report by 

TIM 

CHAPMAN 

THE Llantwit 
Major Fayre Day 
was in jeopardy 
until just a couple 
of days before the 
event - due to the 
excessive rain of 
last week, but went 
ahead successfully 
on Saturday, June 
23. 

Organised every other 
year by Llantwit Major 
and Cowbridge Lions 
Club, it was the fourth 
time the fayre day has 
taken place in the town. 

Byron Evans, of the 
Lions, told The GEM: 
“On Thursday, we were 
wondering whether it 
could go ahead, because 
the weather had been so 
foul, but in the end, 
decided that in the best 
tradition of showbiz "The 
show must go on 

“We’d like to thank 
the rugby club for being 
so helpful on the day. 
Part of the field was 
waterlogged, so we had 
to use part of the car 
park for stalls - there 
was a little traffic chaos, 
but in the end, we man¬ 
aged to pacify most of 
the people. 

“Fd like to apologize 
to anyone who was 
inconvenienced.” 
(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 4) 


‘We all love Llantwit’s community fayre’ 



These young ones were 
all having a great time 
at the fayre day. 
(See story on left). 
Photo by Andy Wicks. 


Reunion joy for 
Joy and Gill... 


^THANK YOU, 
Llantwit and thank 
you, The GEM!^ 
That was the mes¬ 
sage of two sisters 
from Australia who 
invited people in 
the town to a 
reunion at the 
King’s Head last 
Saturday night, 
June 23. 

Joy Green (68) and 
her sister Gill Wicks 
(64) whose maiden 
name was White, emi¬ 
grated to Australia in 
the 1970s, but are back 
home in Wales for an 
extended holiday. 

Last week they 
issued an appeal in The 
GEM because they 
were keen to meet up 
with friends they knew 
in the forties, fifties or 
sixties. 

The sisters had first 
lived at Stallcourt 
Avenue and later 
Boverton before emi¬ 
grating. 

Gill said: “Thank you 
to the people of 
Llantwit for responding, 
and to The GEM for 
publishing our appeal - 
it was unbelievable, 
more than 20 people 
turned up. 

“We met Elaine, who 
lived with her parents in 
the shop next door to us 
in Boverton.” 

Joy said: “The 
evening went so well, 
we’re meeting up again 
with some people later 
today (Monday).” 

Joy was thrilled to 
meet old friends 
Rosemary, Joyce and 
Janice. 

Gill said: “We also 
met John, someone 


we’d known at the 
Boverton Castle all 
those years ago.” 

Joy’s husband Mike 
added: “We’d like to 
thank the King’s Head, 
because they were even 
kind enough to set aside 


some tables for us all 
and provide snacks.” 

The family will 
return to their home in 
Darwin, Australia, next 
weekend. 

TIM CHAPMAN 



Gill and Joy say the response to their reunion 
appeal last week was simply ‘unbelievable’. 
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BANGLADESHI & 
INDIAN CUISINE 
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^^EARLYt-' 
r BIRD SPECIALS 

J 3 Course Meal only 
£7.95 per person 

Available every week - 
Mon.Tues &Thurs ^30 - 7.00pm. 
Offer includes FREE glass of house 
wine/soft drink, dine in only. 

SUNDAY BUFFET 

Service from 12 noon - 11 pm weekly, 
only £7.95, Children £4.95 

ALL YOU CAN EAT! 

Children under 6 EAT FREE , 

normal menu also available) J 

WEDNESDAY j 

ALL EVENING 

5 Course Meal £8.95 
5.30pm - I Ipm 

2 COURSE LUNCH 

(Mon - Sat 
l2-2.30pm) 

£4.95 Takeaway 
£6.95 Eat in 


SPECJALS 


to miss! 


Beauty & Tanning Salon 

brings you weight loss opportunities 


IFib 


70 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
01446 771682/774590 

NOW OPEN: Mon-Sat 12 noon-2.30pm; 
Sunday Buffet 12 noon - 11 pm; 

Open 7 days a week 5.30-11.30pm 
including Bank Holidays 
**** Food Hygiene - Scores on the doors 

?l?a 11. ii 


Key benefits: 

Burn fat 

Tone & tighten skin \ V 

Lose weight ^ J . 
Reduce cellulite ^ I 

Build muscle tone 4 ^-^ 1 

Reduce back & joint pain 
Decrease blood pressure , g .r 
Increase bone density, 
flexibility, circulation, 

& lymphatic drainage, '^4 ' 

balance & co-ordination, V 

& a sense of well 

All this can be achieved 
by 30-40 minutes 
per week on iFit 

Call us to find out more 

Tel: 01446 796883 

East Street, Llantwit Major CF61 IXY 

Email: sunkissedllantwit@hotmail.co.uk 

www.sunkissedbeautyandtanning.co.uk 



































































